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PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2022
7:00 p.m.
Public may choose to attend in person or listen and participate at the phone number below.
Meeting Dial-in: (623) 600-3750
PIN: 346832
The call will be muted to reduce interference with proceedings. The public will be invited to
make comments during the public comment sections of the meeting as well as before any vote.
If you desire to comment, you will be invited to dial 5* so that we can unmute your line. Please
contact the Planning Department at (517) 669-6576 with additional questions.
CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

October 3, 2022

CORRESPONDENCE:

None

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

(Non-Agenda Items or an Agenda Item that is not covered
by a Public Hearing. Requests to speak should be made
from the podium at this time.)
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
I.

Batch Ordinance Amendment 22-1 Accessory Dwelling Units and Home
Occupations

NEW BUSINESS:

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: (Must be made from the
podium.)
REPORTS:
I.

Trustee

II.

Zoning Board of Appeals

III.

Committees

IV.

Staff

DISCUSSION
ADJOURNMENT
Public Participation Policy:
1.

Public comments on agenda items shall be limited to 3 minutes. Any citizen may
address the Planning Commission regarding any Agenda item at this time, or they
may reserve time to address the Board when an Agenda item is discussed.

2.

Extended public comments - limited to 5 minutes. Any topic of Township interest
can be addressed.

DeWitt Charter Township will provide to individuals with disabilities reasonable
auxiliary aids and services which are needed to fully participate in any Township meeting
providing a seventy-two (72) hour notice is received by phone or in writing. Contact
DeWitt Charter Township, Clerk’s office, 1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820,
phone: (517) 668-0270, to request the necessary assistance.

Planning Commission Agenda
November 7, 2022
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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2022
7:00 p.m.
Public may choose to attend in person or listen at the phone number below.
Meeting Dial-In: (623) 600-3750
PIN: 346832
The call will be muted to reduce interference with proceedings. The public will be invited to
make comments during the public comment sections of the meeting as well as before any vote. If
you desire to comment, you will be invited to dial 5* so that we can unmute your line. Please
contact the Planning Department at (517) 669-6576 with any additional questions.
The regular meeting of the DeWitt Charter Township Planning Commission was called to order
at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Fair.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said by those present.
ROLL CALL by Secretary Linda Parkinson-Gray.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Betram, Dailey, Fair, Fedewa, Hayes, Keilen, Lorenzen,
Nolen, and Parkinson-Gray.

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Lorenzen moved to approve the meeting Agenda.
Supported by Keilen.
AYE Vote on the motion:
AYES: 9
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED
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ABSENT: 0
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Keilen moved to approve the August 1, 2022 minutes as
presented. Supported by Lorenzen.
AYE Vote on the motion:
AYES: 9
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED

CORRESPONDENCE:

None

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None

ABSENT: 0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
I.

PUBLIC HEARING – Special Use Permit #22-990004 from Meijer, Inc - to be
allowed to add a 2,847 square foot addition for expansion of the convenience store
and a drive-thru restaurant to the existing gas station. The property is located at
12875 S. US 27, on the east side of S. US 27, north of Herbison Road and south of
Webb Road, in the southwest corner of Section 10 of DeWitt Charter Township
(Parcel #050-010-300-030-00).
A. Open Public Hearing – Chairman Fair opened the Public Hearing at 7:03 p.m.
B. Administrative Comments / Public Comments
Community Development Director Brett Wittenberg stated that before the
Commission is a special use request for the gas station and convenience store located
on US 27. The request is for an addition to the existing gas station that will include a
466-sf expansion to the convenience store and a 2,381-sf Starbucks drive-thru
restaurant.
Wittenberg noted that a gas service station is permitted by special use permit and this
is a major amendment because it is increasing the square footage. As part of the
special use permit a site plan review is needed so it is all included in this application.
The expansion will go along the north side and include associated parking. They will
also be shifting the access drive further north. The drive-thru will be along the south
side and will include a bail-out lane roughly midway through. Additionally, where
the stacking requirements are for vehicles, they are providing a bypass lane through
there.
Wittenberg stated that in terms of landscaping there is existing vegetation on the
north side where most of the development is happening and that the applicant will be
removing and replacing and they add landscaping along the drive-thru. He noted that
this all meets the ordinance requirements.
Wittenberg stated that there are specific conditions for drive-thru restaurants and this
application is in compliance with those. There are also nine standards for gas service
stations which the application meets.
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Public notices were sent as part of the special use permit. One call was received
asking what the drive-thru restaurant was going to be. They had no objections to the
application.
Wittenberg noted that staff would recommend one additional condition if approved.
Staff needs a detail of the proposed trash enclosure.
As such, staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend that the Board
of Trustees approve Special Use Permit #22-990004 as described and defined in the
application materials.
Chairman Fair asked if there were any Commissioner questions for staff.
Commissioner Bertram asked about signage wondering if they would use the existing
sign or build a new one.
Wittenberg stated that signage is not part of this application and that if the applicant
decides to make any changes, they will have to apply for it and meet Township
ordinance requirements.
Bertram asked if the applicant will be adding to the existing sidewalk along 27 to
bring it into compliance with the non-motorized plan.
Wittenberg stated that they will.
Betram noted that staff recommended a condition with the trash enclosure and
wondered if they will be removing the current one or just adding a second one.
Wittenberg stated that there will be two.
Bertram asked why staff wants to add the condition and if it is more about the
aesthetics of it.
Wittenberg state that it is about the aesthetics.
Trustee Fedewa stated that he is in favor of the project and asked about the
unidirectional bail-out lane. In terms of public safety, he notes that people may use it
as a way into the line if there are not cars stacked. He questioned if there is really a
need for it and if there is going to be signage for it.
Wittenberg stated that he would defer to the applicant on that. He noted that it will
have a long drive-thru that doesn’t have the bypass lane running the full length so the
bail-out lane affords people an opportunity to exit the line.
Chairman Fair asked if there were any other Commissioner questions for Staff. There
were none.
Chairman Fair asked if the applicant wanted to address the Planning Commission.
Planning Commission Minutes
October 3, 2022
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Tom Reeder, 3478 Snow Lane, Howell – stated that he is a representative from
Bergman. Starbucks prefers to have the bail-out lane and that it is located before
orders are placed. They can stack 13-14 cars and this will give people a chance to
leave before they order. He stated that they can put up Do Not Enter signs or
whatever the Township requests so they can maintain the bail-out lane.
Chairman Fair asked if there were any other questions for the applicant.
Bertram asked if the existing drive on the east is public or private.
Wittenberg stated that it is private.
Bertram noted that he asked about the drive because he has concerns about parking
there, especially trailer parking.
Commissioner Lorenzen asked if this was going to be just drive-thru service or if
there would be sit down service.
Reeder noted that there will be sit down service as well.
Chairman Fair asked if there were any more Commissioner questions. There were
none.
Chairman Fair asked if there were any public comments from those present in-person
or joining remotely. There were none.
C. Close Public Hearing – Keilen moved to close the Public Hearing at 7:16 p.m.
Supported by Fedewa. Motion carried.
D. Discussion and possible action by Planning Commission
Chairman Fair asked staff if there needs to be a condition added for the trash
enclosures and if so, would staff write one up.
Wittenberg stated that there would be and wrote one up.
Lorenzen moved that the Planning Commission recommend that the Board of
Trustees approve Special Use Permit 22-990004 from Meijer, Inc. to construct a
2,847 square foot addition for expansion of the convenience store (466 sf) and a
new drive-thru restaurant (2,381 sf) to the existing gas station located at 12875 S.
US 27 and identified as Parcel #050-010-300-030-00. Approval is recommended
on the following conditions:
1. That any proposed signage meets the requirements of Section 5.4 of the Zoning
Ordinance.
2. That the applicant complies with Sections 4.44, 4.52, and Section 6.1 of the
Zoning Ordinance.
Planning Commission Minutes
October 3, 2022
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3. That the applicant shall satisfy the requirements of all other required
reviewing agencies.
4. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall comply with the
requirements of the Clinton County Drain Commissioner’s Office and Southern
Clinton County Municipal Utility Authority.
5. The applicant shall comply with any other Federal, State, County, or
Township regulations.
6. The applicant complies with all conditions outlined in Special Use Permit 22990004.
7. The applicant shall provide a detailed drawing of the trash enclosure prior to
the issuance of a building permit.
Supported by Parkinson-Gray.
ROLL CALL Vote on the motion:
AYES: 9
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 0
MOTION CARRIED
Chairman Fair noted that this will go before the Board of Trustees at their October 24,
2022 meeting.
II.

Batch Ordinance Amendment 22-1 Accessory Dwelling Units and Home
Occupations
Chairman Fair stated that staff requests this item remain tabled until the November 7,
2022 meeting and asked if staff had any comments.
Wittenberg stated that he has been in discussions with the Township Attorney based
on the Planning Commission discussion and that there is pending legislation that,
though not specific to Accessor Dwelling Units, could have an impact on some of the
things discussed for the amendment. Staff would like to dive in a bit more before
bring it back to the Planning Commission for discussion.
Depending upon how things go, staff will bring something back next month and it
may or may not be in Ordinance form depending on where we get with legal counsel.
If it needs more discussion, staff may divide up the amendments so the Commission
can move on with the Home Occupation amendment while continuing to work with
the Accessory Dwelling Units.
Keilen moved that Batch Ordinance Amendment 22-1 Accessory Dwelling Units
and Home Occupations remain tabled until the November 7, 2002 meeting.
Supported by Lorenzen.

Planning Commission Minutes
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AYE Vote on the motion:
AYES: 9
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED

ABSENT: 0

NEW BUSINESS:
None
EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: (Must be made from the
podium)
There were none.
REPORTS:
I.

Trustee: Trustee Fedewa then gave a brief report on business conducted and actions
taken at recent Board of Trustees meetings including budget season keeping the
Township Manager and staff busy, streetlights and how they are handled in the
Township, and the new Municipal Building South. General discussion followed on
these items.

II.

Zoning Board of Appeals: Bertram noted that there was no meeting in September
and none for October.

III.

Committees & Staff: Wittenberg gave a brief report on continuing and upcoming
items including a Public Open House on October 20th from 4pm – 7pm at Township
Hall for the Webb Road Pathway project, Rotunda Mobile Home Park, and openings
on the Corridor Improvement Authority. He also noted that he is still working on
possible training for the Commissioners.

DISCUSSION:
Vice Chairman Keilen asked for an update on the Town & Country Motel.
Wittenberg stated that their timeline is up sometime this month and that he is aware of some
permits being pulled.
Betram asked if there has been any discussion on a joint meeting between the Planning
Commission and the Township Board. He feels it is a valuable meeting to ensure the Planning
Commission and Board of Trustees are on the same page.
Wittenberg stated that he has had discussion with the Township Clerk and will continue to have
them. He noted that 2023 will be a good time to have one as there will be a new Comprehensive
Development Plan being done then.
Commissioner Dailey noted that he agrees there is real value in the joint meeting.
General discussion followed on the importance of a joint meeting.
Planning Commission Minutes
October 3, 2022
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ADJOURNMENT:

Lorenzen moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m. Supported by
Keilen. MOTION CARRIED

Public Participation Policy:
1. Public comments on agenda items shall be limited to 3 minutes. Any citizen may
address the Planning Commission regarding any Agenda item at this time or they may
reserve time to address the Board when an Agenda item is discussed.
2. Extended public comments – limited to 5 minutes. Any topic of Township interest
can be addressed.
DeWitt Charter Township will provide to individuals with disabilities reasonable
auxiliary aids and services which are needed to fully participate in any Township meeting
providing a seventy-two (72) hour notice is received by phone or in writing. Contact
DeWitt Charter Township, Clerk’s office, 1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820,
phone: 517.668.0270, to request the necessary assistance.

___________________________________
Kelli Furgason, Recording Secretary

Planning Commission Minutes
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Planning Commission

FROM:

Brett C. Wittenberg, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Ordinance 22-1 - Proposed Batch Amendment for Accessory Dwelling Units and
Home Occupations

DATE:

November 4, 2022

BACKGROUND:
In April 2022, Staff brought forth the topic of amending the Zoning Ordinance in order to help
guide the Township in meeting the long-term goals and objectives described in the
Comprehensive Development Plan. Two specific topics discussed at that meeting were to
potentially allow Accessory Dwelling Units to be permitted within the Residential and
Agricultural Zoning Districts of the Township and to address Section 4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance which deals with Home Occupations. Based upon the conversations held at the
meeting Staff prepared amended Ordinance language which the Planning Commission did not
have any questions or comments at their June meeting.
As previously stated, Staff has targeted these areas of the Zoning Ordinance because of the belief
that Accessory Dwelling Units could provide positive outcomes which include diversification of
the Township’s housing stock, increased population densities where appropriate to reduce sprawl
onto agricultural parcels, offer more affordable housing options and address the phenomena
known as the “Missing Middle,” housing.
Additionally, as the world emerges into a post-COVID phase of reality, staff believes that the
current Home Occupation regulations are quite antiquated and there exists a need to update this
section as permanent or hybrid remote work becomes more common and these shifts may lead to
more residents working or starting businesses from their homes. The intent is that these

ordinance amendments have the potential to meet today’s changing housing and working
environments and to permit residents additional means to use their properties as an incomegenerating source.
August Planning Commission Discussion:
At the August Planning Commission meeting, the Planning Commission did not raise any
concerns with the Home Occupation portion of the proposed ordinance amendment. However,
there were a number of questions or concerns regarding accessory dwelling units. The Planning
Commission requested additional information, research, and legal counsel regarding a number of
items. Staff indicated that it may be beneficial to split the two items into separate ordinances
since there didn’t appear to be concerns with home occupations and continued discussion could
occur relative to the accessory dwelling units.
Below is a synopsis of the questions and or concerns raised by the Planning Commission:
1. Reasoning for consideration of allowing accessory dwelling units.
2. Requirement that the property owner occupy either the primary or accessory dwelling unit
and how that is enforced.
In regards to item 1 above, one of the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Development
Plan is as follows:
Goal 2: Provide Quality Housing and Neighborhoods for All
Objective 2.1 – Provide a balanced range of housing types, including affordable housing
types, at varying densities while maintaining or improving the character of existing
neighborhoods to offer housing choices for current and future residents of all ages.
Zoning Action Item – Explore ordinance changes to permit small attached accessory
dwelling units with single-family homes.
In accordance with the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Development Plan, the
question is, “what are the potential advantages of ADU’s?”
Consideration of ADU’s in the Township reflect efforts to increase the diversity of housing
options by introducing a new housing prototype that respects the look and scale of single-family
neighborhoods. Accessory dwelling units are also a strategy for affordability in two ways—for
the renter and the homeowner. ADU’s can be more affordable than other new dwelling units
because infrastructure (i.e., existing utilities, roads) and land costs have already been absorbed by
the main dwelling unit, and because they are typically smaller in size. Conversely, the
supplemental income a homeowner can receive from renting out an ADU on their property can
offset their own expenses. In the case of seniors and others on fixed incomes, rental income can
offset mortgage, tax or other costs allowing individuals to age in place. Such units also provide
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the potential for a homeowner to negotiate assistance in household maintenance in exchange for
rent.
In regards to the questions regarding the requirement of ownership and occupancy, staff had
discussions with legal counsel and did further research on the various communities that allow
ADU’s. Of the eight communities that were researched, all required some type of deed
restriction or declaration (e.g. homestead) regarding ownership and occupancy of the primary
residence or ADU. The second part of this question is the enforcement of the provision. Six of
the eight communities either had some type of licensing requirement or a rental inspection
program as a means of enforcement of the regulations.
In light of the additional research and legal counsel, staff is of the opinion that it may be
beneficial to defer consideration of the ADU portion of the proposed ordinance until such time
that the Township has the tools in place (e.g. rental inspection program or licensing
requirements) to better regulate ADU’s.
As such, staff is providing a revised ordinance that addresses home occupations only.
Please contact me if I can provide any clarification on any of this material.
STRATEGIC PLAN:
Strategic Initiatives: Community and Economic Development
Strategies: Utilize strong planning principles and a policy of managed growth.
Objectives:
▪ Evaluate planning and zoning processes to ensure appropriateness and
efficiency.
▪ Review and update Ordinances to ensure they are meeting the long-term
goals of the Township.
SUGGESTED ACTION:
Pending the results of the public hearing, the following action can be considered by the Planning
Commission:
The Planning Commission recommend that the Township Board approve Ordinance 22-1
based on the finding that the proposed amendment complies with the process for amending
the Zoning Ordinance.

Attachments:
▪ Ordinance 22-1 (Clean)
▪ Ordinance 22-1 (Strikethrough)
▪ August 1, 2022 Planning Commission Packet
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DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP
CLINTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 22-1
PREAMBLE
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING
ORDINANCE; TO AMEND ARTICLE 4.0 “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME
OCCUPATIONS,” TO PERMIT HOME OCCUPATIONS AS A USE PERMITTED UNDER
SPECIAL CONDITIONS; TO REPEAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND
TO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

The Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan ordains:
SECTION I. AMENDMENT OF DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” TO AMEND SECTION 4.3, “HOME OCCUPATIONS.”
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME OCCUPATIONS,” shall be
and is hereby deleted in its entirety and is hereby amended to read as follows:
Section 4.3 HOME OCCUPATIONS
In the A, R-1 through R-6, M-1 through M-4, and MHP districts, home occupations are
permitted by right, provided that prior to commencing with a home occupation, an applicant
shall submit a completed application form and an application fee, as established by resolution
of the Township Board, to the Community Development Department for review and approval.
Home occupations are subject to the following:
A. A home occupation may be operated within a single-family dwelling, or in an accessory
building incidental thereto, and only by the person, or persons, maintaining the
dwelling, except that the use of accessory buildings shall be subject to the following
conditions:
1. The use of an accessory building shall not permit the total amount of space utilized for a
home occupation on any given property to exceed the limits set forth in subsection G of
this section.
2. No part of any accessory building whether attached or detached shall be eligible for use
for home occupation purposes if any part of that accessory structure is 50 feet or less
from any part of a structure on an adjacent parcel which is used for residential dwelling
purposes.

3. No part of an accessory building may be used for home occupation purposes that
generate any level of noise that is audible beyond property lines.
4. A home occupation utilizing an accessory building shall not be permitted to be
conducted therein prior to 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.
5. No outdoor storage of any equipment or materials incidental to a "home occupation"
shall be permitted.
B. A home occupation cannot have any employees or regular assistants that do not reside in
the dwelling.
C. A home occupation operated within a dwelling or accessory building incidental thereto
cannot have any exterior evidence, other than a permitted sign, to indicate that the structures
are being used for other than residential dwelling or storage purposes.
D. A home occupation cannot involve the sale of goods or the provision of services which
are not created (produced) or rendered by individuals residing in the dwelling on the premises.
E. Prohibited home occupations. The following uses are expressly prohibited as a home
occupation:
a. Adult Uses;
b. Animal Processing;
c. Eating or Drinking Establishments;
d. Group dancing instruction;
e. Junk yards and/or salvage yards;
f. Kennels and Animal Daycare Facilities;
g. Medical and Dental Clinics;
h. Servicing and/or testing of any type of internal combustion engine or
automobile;
i. Undertaking and funeral homes;
j. Warehousing and Storage;
k. Reserved
F. A home occupation shall not create waste, noise, dust, smoke, odor and/or fumes which
are visible, audible or discernable beyond the property lines of the parcel on which it is
conducted.
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G. A home occupation cannot utilize an area in that dwelling and/or accessory building in
excess of 25 percent of the gross floor area of the dwelling (attached garage excluded) and in no
instance shall be in excess of 400 square feet.
H. No home occupation shall be permitted in any structure which, because of that use,
renders the structure no longer in compliance with the state construction code unless said
structure is brought into compliance with these codes as applicable to that use.
I. A home occupation shall not generate a traffic burden through excessive traffic or create
an adverse effect for the area in which it is located.
J. A home occupation shall not generate sewage or waste water use in excess of what is
normally generated from the residential type in the underlying zoning district.
K. Medical marihuana primary caregiver. A primary caregiver, subject to the restrictions set
forth in the definitions and requirements of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act and the
general rules of the Michigan Department of Public Health and this chapter may furnish and
provide the services of a registered primary caregiver as a home occupation, subject to the
following restrictions:
1. The existing home occupation provisions of this section shall be applicable to this
use. No signs or advertisements of any kind shall be permitted on the exterior of
the property or structure.
2. A registered primary caregiver's marihuana growing operations shall be limited
to the number of plants allowed by law subject to application for and issuance of
a home occupation permit for such growing operation issued by the township.
3. A registered primary caregiver functioning as such from a dwelling shall not be
located within any multiple-family dwelling or within a radius of 1,000 feet from
any school, including child day care facilities, church or drug rehabilitation
facility.
4. The use of a dwelling as a home occupation under this section shall be limited to
one registered primary caregiver providing usable marihuana to not more than
five qualifying patients; provided, however, that transfers of medical marihuana
from the registered primary caregiver to his or her qualifying patient shall be
accomplished only by the delivery of medical marihuana by the primary
caregiver at the home of the qualifying patient.
5. Marihuana growing facilities shall be subject to mechanical, electrical and fire
department inspections, and no permit for a growing operation as a home
occupation shall issue until satisfactory completion of such inspections.
6. All medical marihuana, whether in plant form or "usable marihuana," shall be
contained within the dwelling within a secure, enclosed, locked facility,
accessible only by the registered primary caregiver or registered qualifying
3

patient. The storage facility and marihuana shall be subject to periodic
inspections by authorized township personnel.
7. There shall be no change in the exterior appearance of the dwelling.
8. Lighting for medical marihuana growing operations shall not be visible from the
building exterior.
9. A qualifying patient list shall be kept current by the registered caregiver.

SECTION II. OTHER ORDINANCE PROVISIONS
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency. Except as
provided in this Section and Sections I and Section II above, all other provisions of the DeWitt
Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (as previously amended) shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION III. SEVERABILITY
If a court of competent jurisdiction declares any provision of this Ordinance, or a statutory provision
referred to or adopted by reference herein, to be unenforceable, in whole or in part, such
declaration shall only affect the provision held to be unenforceable and shall not affect any other
part or provision.
SECTION IV. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This amendatory Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage,
publication and recording by the DeWitt Charter Township Clerk as required by law.
First Reading:
First Publication:
Second Reading:
Second Publication:
Effective Date:

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
Rick Galardi, Supervisor
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk

I, Adam Cramton, Clerk of the Charter Township of DeWitt, hereby certify that the
foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of Ordinance No. ____, duly adopted by the
Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan, on the ____
4

day of _______________, 2022, and that the same was posted and published as required by law
on the ____ day of _______________, 2022.
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk
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DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP
CLINTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 22-1
PREAMBLE
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING
ORDINANCE; TO AMEND ARTICLE 4.0 “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME
OCCUPATIONS,” TO PERMIT HOME OCCUPATIONS AS A USE PERMITTED UNDER
SPECIAL CONDITIONS; TO AMEND ARTICLE 5.0 “SITE STANDARDS” TO ADD
SECTION 5.17, TO PERMIT ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU’S) AS A USE
PERMITTED UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS; TO REPEAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; AND TO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

The Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan ordains:

SECTION I. AMENDMENT OF DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” TO AMEND SECTION 4.3, “HOME OCCUPATIONS.”
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME OCCUPATIONS,” shall be
and is hereby deleted in its entirety and is hereby amended to read as follows:
Section 4.3 HOME OCCUPATIONS
In the A, and R-1 through R-6 districts, M-1 through M-4, and MHP districts, home occupations
are permitted by right, provided that prior to commencing with a home occupation, an
applicant shall submit a completed application form and an application fee, as established by
resolution of the Township Board, to the Community Development Department for review and
approval. Home occupations are subject to the following:
A. A home occupation may be operated within a single-family dwelling, or in an accessory
building incidental thereto, and only by the person, or persons, maintaining the
dwelling, except that the use of accessory buildings shall be subject to the following
conditions:
1. The use of an accessory building shall not permit the total amount of space utilized for a
home occupation on any given property to exceed the limits set forth in subsection G of
this section.
2. No part of any accessory building whether attached or detached shall be eligible for use
for home occupation purposes if any part of that accessory structure is 50 feet or less

from any part of a structure on an adjacent parcel which is used for residential dwelling
purposes.
3. No part of an accessory building may be used for home occupation purposes that
generate any level of noise that is audible beyond property lines.
4. A home occupation utilizing an accessory building shall not be permitted to be
conducted therein prior to 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.
5. No outdoor storage of any equipment or materials incidental to a "home occupation"
shall be permitted.
B. A home occupation cannot have any employees or regular assistants that do not reside in
the dwelling.
C. A home occupation operated within a dwelling or accessory building incidental thereto
cannot have any exterior evidence, other than a permitted sign, to indicate that the structures
are being used for other than residential dwelling or storage purposes.
D. A home occupation cannot involve the sale of goods or the provision of services which
are not created (produced) or rendered by individuals residing in the dwelling on the premises.
E. Group dancing instruction, restaurants and the servicing, repair and/or testing of any
type of internal combustion engine or any use authorized by ordinance by special use permit
shall not be considered a home occupation unless specifically authorized by this Article.
E. Prohibited home occupations. The following uses are expressly prohibited as a home
occupation:
a. Adult Uses;
b. Animal Processing;
c. Eating or Drinking Establishments;
d. Group dancing instruction;
e. Junk yards and/or salvage yards;
f. Kennels and Animal Daycare Facilities;
g. Medical and Dental Clinics;
h. Servicing and/or testing of any type of internal combustion engine or
automobile;
i. Undertaking and funeral homes;
j. Warehousing and Storage;
k. Reserved
2

F. A home occupation shall not create waste, noise, dust, smoke, odor and/or fumes which
are visible, audible or discernable beyond the property lines of the parcel on which it is
conducted.
G. A home occupation cannot utilize an area in that dwelling and/or accessory building in
excess of 20 25 percent of the gross floor area of the dwelling (attached garage excluded) and in
no instance shall be in excess of 300 400 square feet.
H. No home occupation shall be permitted in any structure which, because of that use,
renders the structure no longer in compliance with the state construction code unless said
structure is brought into compliance with these codes as applicable to that use.
I. A home occupation shall not generate a traffic burden through excessive traffic or create
an adverse effect for the area in which it is located.
J. A home occupation shall not generate sewage or waste water use in excess of what is
normally generated from the residential type in the underlying zoning district.
J. K. Medical marihuana primary caregiver. A primary caregiver, subject to the restrictions
set forth in the definitions and requirements of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act and the
general rules of the Michigan Department of Public Health and this chapter may furnish and
provide the services of a registered primary caregiver as a home occupation, subject to the
following restrictions:
1. The existing home occupation provisions of this section shall be applicable to this
use. No signs or advertisements of any kind shall be permitted on the exterior of
the property or structure.
2. A registered primary caregiver's marihuana growing operations shall be limited
to the number of plants allowed by law subject to application for and issuance of
a home occupation permit for such growing operation issued by the township.
3. A registered primary caregiver functioning as such from a dwelling shall not be
located within any multiple-family dwelling or within a radius of 1,000 feet from
any school, including child day care facilities, church or drug rehabilitation
facility.
4. The use of a dwelling as a home occupation under this section shall be limited to
one registered primary caregiver providing usable marihuana to not more than
five qualifying patients; provided, however, that transfers of medical marihuana
from the registered primary caregiver to his or her qualifying patient shall be
accomplished only by the delivery of medical marihuana by the primary
caregiver at the home of the qualifying patient.
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5. Marihuana growing facilities shall be subject to mechanical, electrical and fire
department inspections, and no permit for a growing operation as a home
occupation shall issue until satisfactory completion of such inspections.
6. All medical marihuana, whether in plant form or "usable marihuana," shall be
contained within the dwelling within a secure, enclosed, locked facility,
accessible only by the registered primary caregiver or registered qualifying
patient. The storage facility and marihuana shall be subject to periodic
inspections by authorized township personnel.
7. There shall be no change in the exterior appearance of the dwelling.
8. Lighting for medical marihuana growing operations shall not be visible from the
building exterior.
9. A qualifying patient list shall be kept current by the registered caregiver.

SECTION II. AMENDMENT OF DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 5.0, “SITE STANDARDS”, TO ADD A SECTION 5.17 “ACCESSORY DWELLING
UNITS”

ARTICLE 5.0, “SITE STANDARDS” SECTION 5.17 “ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS”
shall be and is hereby added to read as follows:
Section 5.17 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS.
A. As described in this Section Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) shall be defined as an
attached or detached dwelling which is located on the same premises as the primary
dwelling with a separate entrance, kitchen, sleeping area, and full bathroom facilities
that are subordinate in size to the primary dwelling.
B. Zoning Districts Permitted.
In the A, Agricultural and R-1 through R-3 Zoning Districts, provided they are
constructed on properties with existing primary dwelling units and meet the standards
of this section. The accessory dwelling unit may be attached or completely detached
from the primary dwelling unit. No business operation or home occupation may take
place within the accessory dwelling unit.
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C. Performance Standards

1.

Number Allowed. A maximum of 1 accessory dwelling unit shall be permitted
on each eligible property.

2.

Occupancy. The property owner must occupy either the primary or accessory
dwelling unit.

3.

Maximum Accessory Dwelling Unit Size. An accessory dwelling unit may be no
more than 850 square feet or the size of the primary dwelling, whichever is less.

4.

Placement. An accessory dwelling unit may only be placed in the side or rear
yard and may not extend beyond the front of the primary dwelling unit.

5.

Utilities. The accessory dwelling unit shall be connected to an approved water
and sewer system and shall not be metered separately.

6.

Setbacks. Accessory dwelling units are required to abide by the same setbacks
that are required for the primary dwelling in the underlying zoning district.
a. Detached accessory dwelling units shall be separated a minimum of ten (10)
feet from the primary dwelling.

7.

Separation. The minimum required separation between a detached accessory
dwelling unit and principal dwelling on the same lot may be reduced from ten
feet to not less than four feet, provided that the interior surfaces of the accessory
building that are within ten feet of the exterior surfaces of the principal building
shall be covered with fire rated drywall. Walls that are required to be surfaced
under this provision shall be considered fire walls. Such walls, as well as any
doors or other openings within such walls, shall comply with the material,
finishing, and other requirements stated in the state construction code for
firewalls between a principal building and an attached accessory building.

8.

Height. The maximum height allowed for an accessory dwelling unit shall be 20
feet, but shall not exceed the peak roof height of the primary dwelling.
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9.

Lot coverage. An accessory dwelling unit shall be subject to the maximum lot
coverage calculation for the underlying zoning district and shall not create any
unnecessary surface runoff which may impact adjacent properties.

10.1.

Building code. The accessory dwelling unit shall meet all requirements of the
applicable building and fire code.

SECTION VII. OTHER ORDINANCE PROVISIONS
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency. Except as
provided in this Section and Sections I and Section II above, all other provisions of the DeWitt
Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (as previously amended) shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION VIIII. SEVERABILITY
If a court of competent jurisdiction declares any provision of this Ordinance, or a statutory
provision referred to or adopted by reference herein, to be unenforceable, in whole or in part, such
declaration shall only affect the provision held to be unenforceable and shall not affect any other
part or provision.
SECTION IVII. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This amendatory Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage,
publication and recording by the DeWitt Charter Township Clerk as required by law.
First Reading:
First Publication:
Second Reading:
Second Publication:
Effective Date:

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
Rick Galardi, Supervisor
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk

I, Adam Cramton, Clerk of the Charter Township of DeWitt, hereby certify that the
foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of Ordinance No. ____, duly adopted by the
Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan, on the ____
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day of _______________, 2022, and that the same was posted and published as required by law
on the ____ day of _______________, 2022.
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Planning Commission

FROM:

Brett C. Wittenberg, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Ordinance 22-1 - Proposed Batch Amendment for Accessory Dwelling Units and
Home Occupations

DATE:

August 1, 2022

BACKGROUND:
In April 2022, Staff brought forth the topic of amending the Zoning Ordinance in order to help
guide the Township in meeting the long-term goals and objectives described in the
Comprehensive Development Plan. Two specific topics discussed at that meeting were to
potentially allow Accessory Dwelling Units to be permitted within the Residential and
Agricultural Zoning Districts of the Township and to address Section 4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance which deals with Home Occupations. Based upon the conversations held at the
meeting Staff prepared amended Ordinance language which the Planning Commission did not
have any questions or comments at their June meeting.
As previously stated, Staff has targeted these areas of the Zoning Ordinance because of the belief
that Accessory Dwelling Units could provide positive outcomes which include diversification of
the Township’s housing stock, increased population densities where appropriate to reduce sprawl
onto agricultural parcels, offer more affordable housing options and address the phenomena
known as the “Missing Middle,” housing.
Additionally, as the world emerges into a post-COVID phase of reality, staff believes that the
current Home Occupation regulations are quite antiquated and there exists a need to update this
section as permanent or hybrid remote work becomes more common and these shifts may lead to
more residents working or starting businesses from their homes. The intent is that these
ordinance amendments have the potential to meet today’s changing housing and working

environments and to permit residents additional means to use their properties as an incomegenerating source.
Please contact me if I can provide any clarification on any of this material.
STRATEGIC PLAN:
Strategic Initiatives: Community and Economic Development
Strategies: Utilize strong planning principles and a policy of managed growth.
Objectives:
▪ Evaluate planning and zoning processes to ensure appropriateness and
efficiency.
▪ Review and update Ordinances to ensure they are meeting the long-term
goals of the Township.
SUGGESTED ACTION:
Pending the results of the public hearing, the following action can be considered by the Planning
Commission:
The Planning Commission recommend that the Township Board approve Ordinance 22-1
based on the finding that the proposed amendment complies with the process for amending
the Zoning Ordinance.

Attachments:
▪ Ordinance 22-1 (Clean)
▪ Ordinance 22-1 (Strikethrough)
▪ June 6, 2022 Planning Commission Packet
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DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP
CLINTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 22-1
PREAMBLE
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING
ORDINANCE; TO AMEND ARTICLE 4.0 “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME
OCCUPATIONS,” TO PERMIT HOME OCCUPATIONS AS A USE PERMITTED UNDER
SPECIAL CONDITIONS; TO AMEND ARTICLE 5.0 “SITE STANDARDS” TO ADD
SECTION 5.17, TO PERMIT ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU’S) AS A USE
PERMITTED UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS; TO REPEAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; AND TO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

The Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan ordains:
SECTION I. AMENDMENT OF DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” TO AMEND SECTION 4.3, “HOME OCCUPATIONS.”
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME OCCUPATIONS,” shall be
and is hereby deleted in its entirety and is hereby amended to read as follows:
Section 4.3 HOME OCCUPATIONS
In the A, R-1 through R-6, M-1 through M-4, and MHP districts, home occupations are
permitted by right, provided that prior to commencing with a home occupation, an applicant
shall submit a completed application form and an application fee, as established by resolution
of the Township Board, to the Community Development Department for review and approval.
Home occupations are subject to the following:
A. A home occupation may be operated within a single-family dwelling, or in an accessory
building incidental thereto, and only by the person, or persons, maintaining the
dwelling, except that the use of accessory buildings shall be subject to the following
conditions:
1. The use of an accessory building shall not permit the total amount of space utilized for a
home occupation on any given property to exceed the limits set forth in subsection G of
this section.
2. No part of any accessory building whether attached or detached shall be eligible for use
for home occupation purposes if any part of that accessory structure is 50 feet or less

from any part of a structure on an adjacent parcel which is used for residential dwelling
purposes.
3. No part of an accessory building may be used for home occupation purposes that
generate any level of noise that is audible beyond property lines.
4. A home occupation utilizing an accessory building shall not be permitted to be
conducted therein prior to 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.
5. No outdoor storage of any equipment or materials incidental to a "home occupation"
shall be permitted.
B. A home occupation cannot have any employees or regular assistants that do not reside in
the dwelling.
C. A home occupation operated within a dwelling or accessory building incidental thereto
cannot have any exterior evidence, other than a permitted sign, to indicate that the structures
are being used for other than residential dwelling or storage purposes.
D. A home occupation cannot involve the sale of goods or the provision of services which
are not created (produced) or rendered by individuals residing in the dwelling on the premises.
E. Prohibited home occupations. The following uses are expressly prohibited as a home
occupation:
a. Adult Uses;
b. Animal Processing;
c. Eating or Drinking Establishments;
d. Group dancing instruction;
e. Junk yards and/or salvage yards;
f. Kennels and Animal Daycare Facilities;
g. Medical and Dental Clinics;
h. Servicing and/or testing of any type of internal combustion engine or
automobile;
i. Undertaking and funeral homes;
j. Warehousing and Storage;
k. Reserved
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F. A home occupation shall not create waste, noise, dust, smoke, odor and/or fumes which
are visible, audible or discernable beyond the property lines of the parcel on which it is
conducted.
G. A home occupation cannot utilize an area in that dwelling and/or accessory building in
excess of 25 percent of the gross floor area of the dwelling (attached garage excluded) and in no
instance shall be in excess of 400 square feet.
H. No home occupation shall be permitted in any structure which, because of that use,
renders the structure no longer in compliance with the state construction code unless said
structure is brought into compliance with these codes as applicable to that use.
I. A home occupation shall not generate a traffic burden through excessive traffic or create
an adverse effect for the area in which it is located.
J. A home occupation shall not generate sewage or waste water use in excess of what is
normally generated from the residential type in the underlying zoning district.
K. Medical marihuana primary caregiver. A primary caregiver, subject to the restrictions set
forth in the definitions and requirements of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act and the
general rules of the Michigan Department of Public Health and this chapter may furnish and
provide the services of a registered primary caregiver as a home occupation, subject to the
following restrictions:
1. The existing home occupation provisions of this section shall be applicable to this
use. No signs or advertisements of any kind shall be permitted on the exterior of
the property or structure.
2. A registered primary caregiver's marihuana growing operations shall be limited
to the number of plants allowed by law subject to application for and issuance of
a home occupation permit for such growing operation issued by the township.
3. A registered primary caregiver functioning as such from a dwelling shall not be
located within any multiple-family dwelling or within a radius of 1,000 feet from
any school, including child day care facilities, church or drug rehabilitation
facility.
4. The use of a dwelling as a home occupation under this section shall be limited to
one registered primary caregiver providing usable marihuana to not more than
five qualifying patients; provided, however, that transfers of medical marihuana
from the registered primary caregiver to his or her qualifying patient shall be
accomplished only by the delivery of medical marihuana by the primary
caregiver at the home of the qualifying patient.
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5. Marihuana growing facilities shall be subject to mechanical, electrical and fire
department inspections, and no permit for a growing operation as a home
occupation shall issue until satisfactory completion of such inspections.
6. All medical marihuana, whether in plant form or "usable marihuana," shall be
contained within the dwelling within a secure, enclosed, locked facility,
accessible only by the registered primary caregiver or registered qualifying
patient. The storage facility and marihuana shall be subject to periodic
inspections by authorized township personnel.
7. There shall be no change in the exterior appearance of the dwelling.
8. Lighting for medical marihuana growing operations shall not be visible from the
building exterior.
9. A qualifying patient list shall be kept current by the registered caregiver.
SECTION II. AMENDMENT OF DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 5.0, “SITE STANDARDS”, TO ADD A SECTION 5.17 “ACCESSORY DWELLING
UNITS”
ARTICLE 5.0, “SITE STANDARDS” SECTION 5.17 “ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS”
shall be and is hereby added to read as follows:
Section 5.17 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS.
A. As described in this Section Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) shall be defined as an
attached or detached dwelling which is located on the same premises as the primary
dwelling with a separate entrance, kitchen, sleeping area, and full bathroom facilities
that are subordinate in size to the primary dwelling.
B. Zoning Districts Permitted.
In the A, Agricultural and R-1 through R-3 Zoning Districts, provided they are
constructed on properties with existing primary dwelling units and meet the standards
of this section. The accessory dwelling unit may be attached or completely detached
from the primary dwelling unit. No business operation or home occupation may take
place within the accessory dwelling unit.

C. Performance Standards
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1.

Number Allowed. A maximum of 1 accessory dwelling unit shall be permitted
on each eligible property.

2.

Occupancy. The property owner must occupy either the primary or accessory
dwelling unit.

3.

Maximum Accessory Dwelling Unit Size. An accessory dwelling unit may be no
more than 850 square feet or the size of the primary dwelling, whichever is less.

4.

Placement. An accessory dwelling unit may only be placed in the side or rear
yard and may not extend beyond the front of the primary dwelling unit.

5.

Utilities. The accessory dwelling unit shall be connected to an approved water
and sewer system and shall not be metered separately.

6.

Setbacks. Accessory dwelling units are required to abide by the same setbacks
that are required for the primary dwelling in the underlying zoning district.
a. Detached accessory dwelling units shall be separated a minimum of ten (10)
feet from the primary dwelling.

7.

Separation. The minimum required separation between a detached accessory
dwelling unit and principal dwelling on the same lot may be reduced from ten
feet to not less than four feet, provided that the interior surfaces of the accessory
building that are within ten feet of the exterior surfaces of the principal building
shall be covered with fire rated drywall. Walls that are required to be surfaced
under this provision shall be considered fire walls. Such walls, as well as any
doors or other openings within such walls, shall comply with the material,
finishing, and other requirements stated in the state construction code for
firewalls between a principal building and an attached accessory building.

8.

Height. The maximum height allowed for an accessory dwelling unit shall be 20
feet, but shall not exceed the peak roof height of the primary dwelling.

9.

Lot coverage. An accessory dwelling unit shall be subject to the maximum lot
coverage calculation for the underlying zoning district and shall not create any
unnecessary surface runoff which may impact adjacent properties.
5

10.

Building code. The accessory dwelling unit shall meet all requirements of the
applicable building and fire code.

SECTION V. OTHER ORDINANCE PROVISIONS
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency. Except as
provided in this Section and Sections I and Section II above, all other provisions of the DeWitt
Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (as previously amended) shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION VI. SEVERABILITY
If a court of competent jurisdiction declares any provision of this Ordinance, or a statutory provision
referred to or adopted by reference herein, to be unenforceable, in whole or in part, such
declaration shall only affect the provision held to be unenforceable and shall not affect any other
part or provision.
SECTION VII. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This amendatory Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage,
publication and recording by the DeWitt Charter Township Clerk as required by law.
First Reading:
First Publication:
Second Reading:
Second Publication:
Effective Date:

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
Rick Galardi, Supervisor
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk

I, Adam Cramton, Clerk of the Charter Township of DeWitt, hereby certify that the
foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of Ordinance No. ____, duly adopted by the
Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan, on the ____
day of _______________, 2022, and that the same was posted and published as required by law
on the ____ day of _______________, 2022.
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk
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DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP
CLINTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 22-1
PREAMBLE
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING
ORDINANCE; TO AMEND ARTICLE 4.0 “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME
OCCUPATIONS,” TO PERMIT HOME OCCUPATIONS AS A USE PERMITTED UNDER
SPECIAL CONDITIONS; TO AMEND ARTICLE 5.0 “SITE STANDARDS” TO ADD
SECTION 5.17, TO PERMIT ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU’S) AS A USE
PERMITTED UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS; TO REPEAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; AND TO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

The Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan ordains:

SECTION I. AMENDMENT OF DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” TO AMEND SECTION 4.3, “HOME OCCUPATIONS.”
ARTICLE 4.0, “USE STANDARDS” SECTION 4.3 “HOME OCCUPATIONS,” shall be
and is hereby deleted in its entirety and is hereby amended to read as follows:
Section 4.3 HOME OCCUPATIONS
In the A, and R-1 through R-6 districts, M-1 through M-4, and MHP districts, home occupations
are permitted by right, provided that prior to commencing with a home occupation, an
applicant shall submit a completed application form and an application fee, as established by
resolution of the Township Board, to the Community Development Department for review and
approval. Home occupations are subject to the following:
A. A home occupation may be operated within a single-family dwelling, or in an accessory
building incidental thereto, and only by the person, or persons, maintaining the
dwelling, except that the use of accessory buildings shall be subject to the following
conditions:
1. The use of an accessory building shall not permit the total amount of space utilized for a
home occupation on any given property to exceed the limits set forth in subsection G of
this section.
2. No part of any accessory building whether attached or detached shall be eligible for use
for home occupation purposes if any part of that accessory structure is 50 feet or less

from any part of a structure on an adjacent parcel which is used for residential dwelling
purposes.
3. No part of an accessory building may be used for home occupation purposes that
generate any level of noise that is audible beyond property lines.
4. A home occupation utilizing an accessory building shall not be permitted to be
conducted therein prior to 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.
5. No outdoor storage of any equipment or materials incidental to a "home occupation"
shall be permitted.
B. A home occupation cannot have any employees or regular assistants that do not reside in
the dwelling.
C. A home occupation operated within a dwelling or accessory building incidental thereto
cannot have any exterior evidence, other than a permitted sign, to indicate that the structures
are being used for other than residential dwelling or storage purposes.
D. A home occupation cannot involve the sale of goods or the provision of services which
are not created (produced) or rendered by individuals residing in the dwelling on the premises.
E. Group dancing instruction, restaurants and the servicing, repair and/or testing of any
type of internal combustion engine or any use authorized by ordinance by special use permit
shall not be considered a home occupation unless specifically authorized by this Article.
E. Prohibited home occupations. The following uses are expressly prohibited as a home
occupation:
a. Adult Uses;
b. Animal Processing;
c. Eating or Drinking Establishments;
d. Group dancing instruction;
e. Junk yards and/or salvage yards;
f. Kennels and Animal Daycare Facilities;
g. Medical and Dental Clinics;
h. Servicing and/or testing of any type of internal combustion engine or
automobile;
i. Undertaking and funeral homes;
j. Warehousing and Storage;
k. Reserved
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F. A home occupation shall not create waste, noise, dust, smoke, odor and/or fumes which
are visible, audible or discernable beyond the property lines of the parcel on which it is
conducted.
G. A home occupation cannot utilize an area in that dwelling and/or accessory building in
excess of 20 25 percent of the gross floor area of the dwelling (attached garage excluded) and in
no instance shall be in excess of 300 400 square feet.
H. No home occupation shall be permitted in any structure which, because of that use,
renders the structure no longer in compliance with the state construction code unless said
structure is brought into compliance with these codes as applicable to that use.
I. A home occupation shall not generate a traffic burden through excessive traffic or create
an adverse effect for the area in which it is located.
J. A home occupation shall not generate sewage or waste water use in excess of what is
normally generated from the residential type in the underlying zoning district.
J. K. Medical marihuana primary caregiver. A primary caregiver, subject to the restrictions
set forth in the definitions and requirements of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act and the
general rules of the Michigan Department of Public Health and this chapter may furnish and
provide the services of a registered primary caregiver as a home occupation, subject to the
following restrictions:
1. The existing home occupation provisions of this section shall be applicable to this
use. No signs or advertisements of any kind shall be permitted on the exterior of
the property or structure.
2. A registered primary caregiver's marihuana growing operations shall be limited
to the number of plants allowed by law subject to application for and issuance of
a home occupation permit for such growing operation issued by the township.
3. A registered primary caregiver functioning as such from a dwelling shall not be
located within any multiple-family dwelling or within a radius of 1,000 feet from
any school, including child day care facilities, church or drug rehabilitation
facility.
4. The use of a dwelling as a home occupation under this section shall be limited to
one registered primary caregiver providing usable marihuana to not more than
five qualifying patients; provided, however, that transfers of medical marihuana
from the registered primary caregiver to his or her qualifying patient shall be
accomplished only by the delivery of medical marihuana by the primary
caregiver at the home of the qualifying patient.
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5. Marihuana growing facilities shall be subject to mechanical, electrical and fire
department inspections, and no permit for a growing operation as a home
occupation shall issue until satisfactory completion of such inspections.
6. All medical marihuana, whether in plant form or "usable marihuana," shall be
contained within the dwelling within a secure, enclosed, locked facility,
accessible only by the registered primary caregiver or registered qualifying
patient. The storage facility and marihuana shall be subject to periodic
inspections by authorized township personnel.
7. There shall be no change in the exterior appearance of the dwelling.
8. Lighting for medical marihuana growing operations shall not be visible from the
building exterior.
9. A qualifying patient list shall be kept current by the registered caregiver.

SECTION II. AMENDMENT OF DEWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 5.0, “SITE STANDARDS”, TO ADD A SECTION 5.17 “ACCESSORY DWELLING
UNITS”

ARTICLE 5.0, “SITE STANDARDS” SECTION 5.17 “ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS”
shall be and is hereby added to read as follows:
Section 5.17 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS.
A. As described in this Section Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) shall be defined as an
attached or detached dwelling which is located on the same premises as the primary
dwelling with a separate entrance, kitchen, sleeping area, and full bathroom facilities
that are subordinate in size to the primary dwelling.
B. Zoning Districts Permitted.
In the A, Agricultural and R-1 through R-3 Zoning Districts, provided they are
constructed on properties with existing primary dwelling units and meet the standards
of this section. The accessory dwelling unit may be attached or completely detached
from the primary dwelling unit. No business operation or home occupation may take
place within the accessory dwelling unit.
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C. Performance Standards

1.

Number Allowed. A maximum of 1 accessory dwelling unit shall be permitted
on each eligible property.

2.

Occupancy. The property owner must occupy either the primary or accessory
dwelling unit.

3.

Maximum Accessory Dwelling Unit Size. An accessory dwelling unit may be no
more than 850 square feet or the size of the primary dwelling, whichever is less.

4.

Placement. An accessory dwelling unit may only be placed in the side or rear
yard and may not extend beyond the front of the primary dwelling unit.

5.

Utilities. The accessory dwelling unit shall be connected to an approved water
and sewer system and shall not be metered separately.

6.

Setbacks. Accessory dwelling units are required to abide by the same setbacks
that are required for the primary dwelling in the underlying zoning district.
a. Detached accessory dwelling units shall be separated a minimum of ten (10)
feet from the primary dwelling.

7.

Separation. The minimum required separation between a detached accessory
dwelling unit and principal dwelling on the same lot may be reduced from ten
feet to not less than four feet, provided that the interior surfaces of the accessory
building that are within ten feet of the exterior surfaces of the principal building
shall be covered with fire rated drywall. Walls that are required to be surfaced
under this provision shall be considered fire walls. Such walls, as well as any
doors or other openings within such walls, shall comply with the material,
finishing, and other requirements stated in the state construction code for
firewalls between a principal building and an attached accessory building.

8.

Height. The maximum height allowed for an accessory dwelling unit shall be 20
feet, but shall not exceed the peak roof height of the primary dwelling.
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9.

Lot coverage. An accessory dwelling unit shall be subject to the maximum lot
coverage calculation for the underlying zoning district and shall not create any
unnecessary surface runoff which may impact adjacent properties.

10.

Building code. The accessory dwelling unit shall meet all requirements of the
applicable building and fire code.

SECTION V. OTHER ORDINANCE PROVISIONS
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency. Except as
provided in this Section and Sections I and Section II above, all other provisions of the DeWitt
Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (as previously amended) shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION VI. SEVERABILITY
If a court of competent jurisdiction declares any provision of this Ordinance, or a statutory
provision referred to or adopted by reference herein, to be unenforceable, in whole or in part, such
declaration shall only affect the provision held to be unenforceable and shall not affect any other
part or provision.
SECTION VII. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This amendatory Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage,
publication and recording by the DeWitt Charter Township Clerk as required by law.
First Reading:
First Publication:
Second Reading:
Second Publication:
Effective Date:

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
Rick Galardi, Supervisor
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk

I, Adam Cramton, Clerk of the Charter Township of DeWitt, hereby certify that the
foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of Ordinance No. ____, duly adopted by the
Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of DeWitt, Clinton County, Michigan, on the ____
6

day of _______________, 2022, and that the same was posted and published as required by law
on the ____ day of _______________, 2022.
_________________________
Adam Cramton, Clerk
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Planning Commission

FROM:

Alexander J. Bahorski, Planner
Brett C. Wittenberg, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Proposed Batch Amendment for Accessory Dwelling Units and Home
Occupations

DATE:

June 6, 2022

In April 2022, Staff brought forth the topic of amending the Zoning Ordinance in order to help
guide the Township in meeting the long-term goals and objectives described in the
Comprehensive Development Plan. Two specific topics discussed at that meeting were to
potentially allow Accessory Dwelling Units to be permitted within the Residential and
Agricultural Zoning Districts of the Township and to address Section 4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance which deals with Home Occupations. Based upon the conversations held at the
meeting Staff has prepared amended Ordinance language which, if the Planning Commission is
comfortable, could be heard at the July 2022 Planning Commission meeting.
As previously stated, Staff has targeted these areas of the Zoning Ordinance because of the belief
that Accessory Dwelling Units could provide positive outcomes which include diversification of
the Township’s housing stock, increased population densities where appropriate to reduce sprawl
onto agricultural parcels, offer more affordable housing options and address the phenomena
known as the “Missing Middle,” housing.
Additionally, as the world emerges into a post-COVID phase of reality, staff believes that the
current Home Occupation regulations are quite antiquated and there exists a need to update this
section as permanent or hybrid remote work becomes more common and these shifts may lead to
more residents working or starting businesses from their homes. The intent is that these
ordinance amendments have the potential to meet today’s changing housing and working

environments and to permit residents additional means to use their properties as an incomegenerating source.
Please contact me if I can provide any clarification on any of this material.
STRATEGIC PLAN:
Strategic Initiatives: Community and Economic Development
Strategies: Utilize strong planning principles and a policy of managed growth.
Objectives:
▪ Evaluate planning and zoning processes to ensure appropriateness and
efficiency.
Review and update Ordinances to ensure they are meeting the long-term goals of the Township.
SUGGESTED ACTION:
The Planning Commission receive and set Batch Amendment 22-01 for a public hearing on
Tuesday, July 5, 2022.
Attachments:
▪ Amended Article 3, Accessory Dwelling Units
▪ Comparative Chart of Other Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinances
▪ Amended Section 4.3 Home Occupations
▪ Comparative Chart of Other Home Occupation Ordinances
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Accessory Dwelling Unit Draft Ordinance
Definition: Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) – An attached or detached dwelling which is located
on the same premises as the primary dwelling with a separate entrance, kitchen, sleeping area,
and full bathroom facilities that are subordinate in size to the primary dwelling.
Section 5.X. Accessory Dwelling Units
A. Zoning Districts Permitted.
In the A, Agricultural and R-1 through R-3 Zoning Districts, provided they are constructed
on properties with existing primary dwelling units and meet the standards of this section.
The accessory dwelling unit may be attached or completely detached from the primary
dwelling unit. No business operation or home occupation may take place within the
accessory dwelling unit.

B. Performance Standards
1.

Number Allowed. A maximum of 1 accessory dwelling unit shall be permitted on
each eligible property.

2.

Occupancy. The property owner must occupy either the primary or accessory
dwelling unit.

3.

Maximum Accessory Dwelling Unit Size. An accessory dwelling unit may be no
more than 850 square feet or the size of the primary dwelling, whichever is less.

4.

Placement. An accessory dwelling unit may only be placed in the side or rear
yard and may not extend beyond the front of the primary dwelling unit.

5.

Utilities. The accessory dwelling unit shall be connected to an approved water
and sewer system and shall not be metered separately.

6.

Setbacks. Accessory dwelling units are required to abide by the same setbacks
that are required for the primary dwelling in the underlying zoning district.
a. Detached accessory dwelling units shall be separated a minimum of ten (10)
feet from the primary dwelling.

7.

Separation. The minimum required separation between a detached accessory
dwelling unit and principal dwelling on the same lot may be reduced from ten

feet to not less than four feet, provided that the interior surfaces of the
accessory building that are within ten feet of the exterior surfaces of the
principal building shall be covered with fire rated drywall. Walls that are required
to be surfaced under this provision shall be considered fire walls. Such walls, as
well as any doors or other openings within such walls, shall comply with the
material, finishing, and other requirements stated in the state construction code
for firewalls between a principal building and an attached accessory building.
8.

Height. The maximum height allowed for an accessory dwelling unit shall be 20
feet, but shall not exceed the peak roof height of the primary dwelling.

9.

Lot coverage. An accessory dwelling unit shall be subject to the maximum lot
coverage calculation for the underlying zoning district and shall not create any
unnecessary surface runoff which may impact adjacent properties.

10.

Building code. The accessory dwelling unit shall meet all requirements of the
applicable building and fire code.

City / Municipality
Ann Arbor

Occupancy
2 adults + offspring

Size
Lots under 7,199 SQFT:
Maximum of 600 SQFT

Permitted Zoning Districts
Single-Family lots only

Lots over 7,200 SQFT:
Maximum of 800 SQFT

Grand Haven

Hamburg Twp.

Holland

Comstock Twp.

Marquette

Grand Rapids

Not explicit

*Or same size as the ground floor of
the main dwelling, whichever is less
Minimum of 500 SQFT
Maximum of 1,000 SQFT

Structure Setbacks and Height
3-foot side setback
3-foot rear setback
21-foot maximum height if detached
from primary residence
30-foot maximum height if attached
from primary residence

Single-Family lots only
Lots of 5,000 SQFT or more

Setbacks subject to underlying zoning
district

2 people

*Not greater than 1/3 the size of the
primary dwelling
Maximum of 1,000 SQFT

Single-Family lots only

Setbacks and maximum height subject
to underlying zoning district

2 people

*40% of the gross floor area of the
principal structure
300-720 SQFT

Single-Family lots only

Setbacks subject to underlying zoning
district

2 people

*Not to exceed 1/3 of the gross floor
area above grade of the principal
dwelling
Maximum of 350 SQFT

2 unrelated adults

*Not to exceed 20% of the above
grade gross floor area of the
principal dwelling
Maximum 750 SQFT

Not explicit

*Not to exceed 50% of the gross
floor area of the principal residence,
whichever is less
Minimum 400 SQFT
Maximum 850 SQFT

22-foot maximum height

22-foot maximum height
Single-Family lots only
Detached ADU: minimum 1.5 acres
lot

Setbacks subject to underlying zoning
district
18-foot maximum height

Single-Family lots only

Setbacks subject to underlying zoning
district
20-foot maximum height

Single-Family lots only

Subject to underlying zoning district
25-foot maximum height

*Not to exceed 40% of the gross
floor area of the primary dwelling

Mt. Pleasant

Not explicit

Minimum 400 SQFT
Maximum 1,000 SQFT
*Not to exceed 40% of the floor area
of the principal dwelling

Single-Family lots only

Subject to underlying zoning district
No numerical height limit, so long as it
is not taller than the primary
residence

4.3 HOME OCCUPATIONS
In the A, and R-1 through R-6 districts, M-1 through M-4, and MHP districts, home occupations are
permitted by right, provided that prior to commencing with a home occupation, an applicant shall
submit a completed application form and an application fee, as established by resolution of the
Township Board, to the Community Development Department for review and approval. Home
occupations are subject to the following:
A. A home occupation may be operated within a single-family dwelling, or in an accessory building
incidental thereto, and only by the person, or persons, maintaining the dwelling, except that the
use of accessory buildings shall be subject to the following conditions:
1. The use of an accessory building shall not permit the total amount of space utilized for a home
occupation on any given property to exceed the limits set forth in subsection G of this section.
2. No part of any accessory building whether attached or detached shall be eligible for use for
home occupation purposes if any part of that accessory structure is 50 feet or less from any part
of a structure on an adjacent parcel which is used for residential dwelling purposes.
3. No part of an accessory building may be used for home occupation purposes that generate any
level of noise that is audible beyond property lines.
4. A home occupation utilizing an accessory building shall not be permitted to be conducted
therein prior to 7:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m.
5. No outdoor storage of any equipment or materials incidental to a "home occupation" shall be
permitted.
B. A home occupation cannot have any employees or regular assistants that do not reside in the
dwelling.
C. A home occupation operated within a dwelling or accessory building incidental thereto cannot
have any exterior evidence, other than a permitted sign, to indicate that the structures are being used
for other than residential dwelling or storage purposes.
D. A home occupation cannot involve the sale of goods or the provision of services which are not
created (produced) or rendered by individuals residing in the dwelling on the premises.
E. Group dancing instruction, restaurants and the servicing, repair and/or testing of any type of
internal combustion engine or any use authorized by ordinance by special use permit shall not be
considered a home occupation unless specifically authorized by this Article.
E. Prohibited home occupations. The following uses are expressly prohibited as a home occupation:
a. Adult Uses;
b. Animal Processing;
c. Eating or Drinking Establishments;
d. Group dancing instruction;
e. Junk yards and/or salvage yards;
f. Kennels and Animal Daycare Facilities;

g. Medical and Dental Clinics;
h. Servicing and/or testing of any type of internal combustion engine or automobile;
i. Undertaking and funeral homes;
j. Warehousing and Storage;
k. Reserved
F. A home occupation shall not create waste, noise, dust, smoke, odor and/or fumes which are
visible, audible or discernable beyond the property lines of the parcel on which it is conducted.
G. A home occupation cannot utilize an area in that dwelling and/or accessory building in excess of
20 25 percent of the gross floor area of the dwelling (attached garage excluded) and in no instance shall
be in excess of 300 400 square feet.
H. No home occupation shall be permitted in any structure which, because of that use, renders the
structure no longer in compliance with the state construction code unless said structure is brought into
compliance with these codes as applicable to that use.
I. A home occupation shall not generate a traffic burden through excessive traffic or create an
adverse effect for the area in which it is located.
J. A home occupation shall not generate sewage or waste water use in excess of what is normally
generated from the residential type in the underlying zoning district.
J. K. Medical marihuana primary caregiver. A primary caregiver, subject to the restrictions set forth
in the definitions and requirements of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act and the general rules of the
Michigan Department of Public Health and this chapter may furnish and provide the services of a
registered primary caregiver as a home occupation, subject to the following restrictions:
1. The existing home occupation provisions of this section shall be applicable to this use.
No signs or advertisements of any kind shall be permitted on the exterior of the
property or structure.
2. A registered primary caregiver's marihuana growing operations shall be limited to the
number of plants allowed by law subject to application for and issuance of a home
occupation permit for such growing operation issued by the township.
3. A registered primary caregiver functioning as such from a dwelling shall not be located
within any multiple-family dwelling or within a radius of 1,000 feet from any school,
including child day care facilities, church or drug rehabilitation facility.
4. The use of a dwelling as a home occupation under this section shall be limited to one
registered primary caregiver providing usable marihuana to not more than five
qualifying patients; provided, however, that transfers of medical marihuana from the
registered primary caregiver to his or her qualifying patient shall be accomplished only
by the delivery of medical marihuana by the primary caregiver at the home of the
qualifying patient.

5. Marihuana growing facilities shall be subject to mechanical, electrical and fire
department inspections, and no permit for a growing operation as a home occupation
shall issue until satisfactory completion of such inspections.
6. All medical marihuana, whether in plant form or "usable marihuana," shall be contained
within the dwelling within a secure, enclosed, locked facility, accessible only by the
registered primary caregiver or registered qualifying patient. The storage facility and
marihuana shall be subject to periodic inspections by authorized township personnel.
7. There shall be no change in the exterior appearance of the dwelling.
8. Lighting for medical marihuana growing operations shall not be visible from the building
exterior.
9. A qualifying patient list shall be kept current by the registered caregiver.

Home Occupation Ordinance Comparison
DeWitt (City)

Grand Ledge

East Lansing

Mason

Linden

Saline

Hamburg Twp.

Grand
Rapids

DeWitt Twp. Existing

Size Permitted
(%)

20%

25%

25%

25%

25%

25%

25%

25%

20%

Size Permitted
(SQFT)

480 SQFT

N/A

500 SQFT

480 SQFT

N/A

N/A

N/A

300 SQFT

300 SQFT

Permitted
Zoning

Single-Family
Districts only

Single-Family
Districts only

Not explicit

All
Residential
districts

Not
explicit

Not
explicit

Agricultural,
Single-Family,
Multi-Family

Not explicit

Agricultural and SingleFamily

Hours of
Operation

Not explicit

Not explicit

Not explicit

Not explicit

7:00 AM
- 8:00 PM

Not
explicit

Not explicit

7:00 AM 8:00 PM;
depending
on use

7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

Prohibited Uses
Provided

