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BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING
Monday, April 12, 2021
7:00 PM
1401 W. Herbison Rd.
DeWitt, MI 48820
Per the State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Emergency Order – Gatherings and Face Mask Order
dated March 19, 2021, this meeting will be held both in-person, up to a limit of 64 persons, and virtually by phone conference. Per the
MDHHS order, mask usage is mandatory when attending in-person, if medically tolerated. Per the Open Meetings Act (OMA) 1976
PA 267, Board members and public may choose to listen and participate at the phone number below.
Meeting Dial-in: (623) 600-3750, PIN: 457968
The call will be muted to reduce interference with proceedings. The public will be invited to make comments during the public
comment sections of the meeting as well as before any vote. If you desire to comment, you will be invited to dial 5* so the Clerk can
unmute your line. Please contact the Clerk’s Office at (517) 668-0270 with any additional questions.

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER – REGULAR BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
*Verbal roll of members present and on conference call
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Monday, April 12, 2021

PUBLIC MEETING POLICY UPDATE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Correspondence – MDHHS Gatherings and Face Mask Order, March 19
Correspondence – MDHHS Gatherings and Face Mask Order Amendment, March 31
Correspondence – MTA Gatherings and Face Mask Order Fact Sheet
Correspondence – Legal Opinion, Remote Board Meetings
Correspondence – MTA Declaring a Local State of Emergency
Correspondence – Clinton County Board of Commissioners Emergency Declaration
New Business – DeWitt Township Public Meeting Policy Update

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
1.
2.

Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Draft Minutes, March 22, 2021
General Vouchers 72704-72753, Tax Vouchers 9231-9243

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS*
PUBLIC HEARING – None
PRESENTATIONS – None
COUNTY COMMISSIONER REPORT

AGENDA
April 12, 2021
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CORRESPONDENCE
1.

Laura Tafelsky Thank You Letter

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None
NEW BUSINESS
1.

PA425 Conditional Interlocal Agreement with the City of Lansing – Set Public
Hearing Resolution 2021-04-09

2.

Solon Road Speed Study – Resolution #2021-04-08

3.

2021 Road Projects – Contracts with Clinton County Road Commission

4.

DeWitt Township Pickleball Courts

5.

Assessing Department Hire

6.

DeWitt Township Appointment to Board of Water and Light

7.

Resolution of Appreciation, Laura Tafelsky

PUBLIC** & STAFF COMMENTS
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
ADJOURNMENT
Note:

Public Participation Policy adopted 9/11/89 provides:

*Public Comments on agenda items shall be limited to three (3) minutes. Any citizen may address the Board
regarding any agenda item at this time, or they may reserve the right to address the Board when the agenda item is
discussed. Each citizen is limited to a total of 3 minutes on any one issue.
**Extended Public Comments - limited to five (5) minutes. Any topic of Township interest can be addressed.
DeWitt Charter Township will provide to individuals with disabilities, reasonable auxiliary aids and services which are
needed to fully participate in any Township meeting, providing a 72-hour notice is received by phone or in writing.
Contact DeWitt Charter Township, Clerk’s office, 1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820, or phone (517) 668-0270
to request the necessary assistance.
Board policy prohibits the use of cellular phones, pagers, and the noise emitted from the same. Please disengage
ringers on cell phones and pagers, and leave the meeting room if you need to have a phone conversation .

STATE OF MICHIGAN
GRETCHEN WHITMER
GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
LANSING

ELIZABETH HERTEL
DIRECTOR

March 19, 2021
Emergency Order under MCL 333.2253 – Gatherings and Face Mask Order
Michigan law imposes on the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) a duty to
continually and diligently endeavor to “prevent disease, prolong life, and promote the public health,” and
gives the Department “general supervision of the interests of the health and life of the people of this
state.” MCL 333.2221. MDHHS may “[e]xercise authority and promulgate rules to safeguard properly the
public health; to prevent the spread of diseases and the existence of sources of contamination; and to
implement and carry out the powers and duties vested by law in the department.” MCL 333.2226(d).
The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person
to person. COVID-19 spreads through close human contact, even from individuals who may be
asymptomatic.
In recognition of the severe, widespread harm caused by epidemics, the Legislature has granted MDHHS
specific authority, dating back a century, to address threats to the public health like those posed by
COVID-19. MCL 333.2253(1) provides that:
If the director determines that control of an epidemic is necessary to protect the public health,
the director by emergency order may prohibit the gathering of people for any purpose and
may establish procedures to be followed during the epidemic to insure continuation of
essential public health services and enforcement of health laws. Emergency procedures shall
not be limited to this code.
See also In re Certified Questions from the United States District Court, Docket No. 161492 (Viviano, J.,
concurring in part and dissenting in part, at 20) (“[T]he 1919 law passed in the wake of the influenza
epidemic and Governor Sleeper’s actions is still the law, albeit in slightly modified form.”); id.
(McCormack, C.J., concurring in part and dissenting in part, at 12). Enforcing Michigan’s health laws,
including preventing disease, prolonging life, and promoting public health, requires limitations on
gatherings and the establishment of procedures to control the spread of COVID-19. This includes limiting
the number, location, size, and type of gatherings, and requiring the use of mitigation measures at
gatherings as a condition of hosting such gatherings.
On March 10, 2020, MDHHS identified the first two presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in
Michigan. As of March 18, 2021, Michigan had seen 618,421 confirmed cases and 15,835 confirmed deaths
attributable to COVID-19. Michigan was one of the states most heavily impacted by COVID-19 early in
the pandemic, with new cases peaking at nearly 2,000 per day in late March. Strict preventative
measures and the cooperation of Michiganders drove daily case numbers dramatically down to fewer than
200 confirmed cases per day in mid-June, greatly reducing the loss of life. Beginning in October, Michigan
again experienced an exponential growth in cases. New cases peaked at nearly 10,000 cases per day in
mid-November, followed by increases in COVID-19 hospitalizations and deaths.
On November 15, 2020, MDHHS issued an order enacting protections to slow the high and rapidly
increasing rate of spread of COVID-19. Cases, hospitalizations, and deaths remained high through early
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December, threatening hospital and public health capacity. On December 7, 2020, December 18, 2020,
and January 13, 2021, MDHHS issued orders sustaining those protections. These orders played a crucial
role in slowing the spread in Michigan and had brought new cases down to about 1,500 per day. This
decrease in cases prevented Michigan’s healthcare system from being overwhelmed with a holiday surge.
On January 22, 2021, considering the reduction in cases, MDHHS issued an order permitting indoor
dining. And on February 4, 2021, in light of continued decreases in cases of COVID-19 in the state,
MDHHS issued an order permitting contact sports to be played.
Cases dropped to under 1,000 per day in mid-February. However, these trends have shifted and cases are
once again increasing. The State of Michigan had a seven-day average of 1,825 daily cases on March 11,
nearly 90% higher than the number of cases in mid-February. Test positivity has also increased 86% since
the mid-February trough. The statewide positivity was 6.5% as of March 16. While metrics remain below
all-time highs, progress has stalled and epidemiologists are concerned that this portends another spike
with the presence of more infectious variants in Michigan and the United States. A high number of cases
creates significant pressure on our emergency and hospital systems. Improvements in healthcare capacity
have reversed and hospitalizations are once again increasing. An average of 168 daily hospital admissions
was seen in Michigan in the past week, with individuals under the age of 60 accounting for nearly 50% of
all new admissions. As of March 17, 1,226 Michiganders were hospitalized with COVID-19, and 5.0% of
all available inpatient beds were occupied by patients who had COVID-19. During this time, the state
death rate was 1.3 deaths per million people and there were approximately 95 weekly deaths in Michigan
attributable to COVID-19. This is a 90% decrease from the second peak, which reached 13.7 deaths per
million on December 10, 2020. However, deaths trends have historically lagged four to six weeks following
trend shifts in cases and hospitalizations.
Even where COVID-19 does not result in death, and where Michigan’s emergency and hospital systems
are not heavily burdened, the disease can cause great harm. Recent estimates suggest that one in ten
persons who suffer from COVID-19 will experience long-term symptoms, referred to as “long COVID.”
These symptoms, including fatigue, shortness of breath, joint pain, depression, and headache, can be
disabling. They can last for months, and in some cases, arise unexpectedly in patients with few or no
symptoms of COVID-19 at the time of diagnosis. COVID-19 has also been shown to damage the heart and
kidneys. Furthermore, minority groups in Michigan have experienced a higher proportion of “long
COVID.” The best way to prevent these complications is to prevent transmission of COVID-19.
Since December 11, 2020, the Food and Drug Administration has granted emergency use authorization to
three vaccines to prevent COVID-19, providing a path to end the pandemic. Michigan is now partaking in
the largest mass vaccination effort in modern history and is presently working toward vaccinating at least
70% of Michigan residents 16 years of age and older as quickly as possible.
New and unexpected challenges continue to arise: in early December 2020, a variant of COVID-19 known
as B.1.1.7 was detected in the United Kingdom. This variant is roughly 50 to 70 percent more infectious
than the more common strain. On January 16, 2021, this variant was detected in Michigan. It is
anticipated that the variant, if it becomes widespread in the state, will significantly increase the rate of
new cases. Currently, Michigan is second in the nation with respect to the number of B.1.1.7 variants
detected. To date, there are over 600 cases in Michigan. CDC modeling predicts B.1.1.7 could become the
predominant variant by the end of March. At present, however, it appears that cases have plateaued. And
on March 8, 2021, the first case of variant B.1.351 was detected in Michigan. A recent study suggests that
B.1.351 may impair vaccine efficacy.
In the past four weeks, spread of COVID-19 has risen 105% amongst persons aged 10-19. As of March 11,
local health departments had reported 162 new and ongoing outbreaks among K-12 schools, with 54 of
those outbreaks reported in the week prior. Additionally, there are 135 identified outbreaks among
minors participating in school and club sports. The social activities surrounding sports, such as team
meals and parties, may be a major factor in this spread. To promote the continued safe operation of inperson schools, additional mitigation measures related to youth sports activities are warranted.
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Considering the above, and upon the advice of scientific and medical experts, I have concluded pursuant
to MCL 333.2253 that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to constitute an epidemic in Michigan. I have
also, subject to the grant of authority in 2020 PA 238 (signed into law on October 22, 2020), herein
defined the symptoms of COVID-19 based on the latest epidemiological evidence. I further conclude that
control of the epidemic is necessary to protect the public health and that it is necessary to restrict
gatherings and establish procedures to be followed during the epidemic to ensure the continuation of
essential public health services and enforcement of health laws. As provided in MCL 333.2253, these
emergency procedures are not limited to the Public Health Code.
I therefore order that:
1. Definitions.
(a) “Camp” means a day, residential, travel, or troop camp for children (as defined by Rule
400.11101(1)(q) of the Michigan Administrative Code).
(b) “Child care organization” means that term as defined by section 1(b) of the Child Care
Organizations Act, 1973 PA 116, as amended, MCL 722.111(b)).
(c) “Contact sports” means sports involving more than occasional and fleeting contact,
including: football; basketball; rugby; field hockey; soccer; lacrosse; wrestling; hockey;
boxing; futsal; martial arts with opponents; and other sports meeting those criteria.
(d) “Competition” means a game of skill played between opposing teams.
(e) “Employee” means that term as defined in section 2(c) of the Improved Workforce
Opportunity Wage Act, 2018 PA 337, as amended, MCL 408.932(c), and also includes
independent contractors.
(f) “Entertainment and recreational facility” includes: auditoriums; cinemas; concert halls;
performance venues; sporting venues; theaters; night clubs; strip clubs; water parks;
archery ranges; amusement parks; arcades; bingo halls; bowling centers; casinos; gun
ranges; laser tag arenas; trampoline parks; and the like.
(g) “Exercise facility” means a location in which individuals participate in individual or group
physical activity, including gymnasiums, fitness centers, and exercise studios.
(h) “Face mask” means a tightly woven cloth or other multi-layer absorbent material that
closely covers an individual’s mouth and nose.
(i) “Fully vaccinated persons” means persons for whom at least two weeks has passed after
receiving the final dose of an FDA-approved or authorized COVID-19 vaccine.
(j) “Food service establishment” means that term as defined in section 1107(t) of the Food
Law, 2000 PA 92, as amended, MCL 289.1107(t).
(k) “Gathering” means any occurrence, either indoor or outdoor, where two or more persons
from more than one household are present in a shared space.
(l) “Household” means a group of persons living together in a shared dwelling with common
kitchen or bathroom facilities. In dwellings with shared kitchen or bathroom facilities
occupied by 20 or more unrelated persons, households are defined by individuals who share
a bedroom.
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(m) “Indoors” means within a space that is fully or partially enclosed on the top, and fully or
partially enclosed on two or more contiguous sides. Additionally, in a space that is fully or
partially enclosed on the top, and fully or partially enclosed on two non-contiguous sides,
any part of that space that is more than 8 feet from an open side is indoors.
(n) “Non-contact sports” means sports that are not contact sports.
(o) “Outdoors” means a space that is not indoors.
(p) “Organized sports” means competitive athletic activity requiring skill or physical prowess

and organized by a sports organizer.
(q) “Practice” means a training session for a game of skill, involving only members of a single
team.
(r) “Principal symptoms of COVID-19” means at least 1 of fever, uncontrolled cough, or
atypical new onset of shortness of breath, or at least 2 of the following not explained by a
known physical condition: loss of taste or smell, muscle aches, sore throat, severe headache,
diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain. Per section 1(j) of 2020 PA 339, this definition
represents the latest medical guidance, and serves as the controlling definition.
(s) “Sports organizer” means an association or other organization that sets and enforces rules
to ensure the physical health and safety of all participants for an organized sport. Sports
organizers at the sub-association level must follow all health and safety rules and
procedures set by the association of which they are a member.
(t) “Stadiums and arenas” means venues with fixed seating for at least 5,000 spectators.
2. General capacity limitations at gatherings.
(a) Indoor gatherings:
(1) Are prohibited at residential venues, except where no more than 15 persons from no
more than 3 households are gathered. Such gatherings should be held consistent
with guidance issued by the Department of Health and Human Services for such
gatherings; and
(2) Are prohibited at non-residential venues, except where no more than 25 persons are
gathered.
(b) Outdoor gatherings are permitted only as follows:
(1) At residential venues, where 50 or fewer persons are gathered;
(2) At non-residential venues, where 300 or fewer persons are gathered.
(c) The limitations to gatherings in sections 2(a) and 2(b) do not apply to:
(1) Incidental gatherings of persons in a shared space, such as frequently occur in an
airport, bus station, exercise facility, food service establishment, shopping mall, or
public pool, except as prohibited in section 3;
(2) Workplace gatherings that occur consistent with the Emergency Rules issued by
MIOSHA on October 14, 2020;
(3) Voting or official election-related activities;
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(4) Training of law enforcement, correctional, medical, or first responder personnel,
insofar as those activities cannot be conducted remotely;
(5) Education and support services at public, nonpublic, and boarding schools serving
students in prekindergarten through grade 12;
(6) Children in a child care organization, after school program, or camp setting;
(7) Persons traveling on a school bus or public transit;
(8) Gatherings for the purpose of medical treatment, including mental health and
substance use disorder support services;
(9) Residential care facilities, which are subject to the March 17, 2021, epidemic order
entitled “Requirements for Residential Facilities,” or any replacement of that order;
(10) Cardiopulmonary resuscitation courses and swimming instruction courses;
(11) Proctored, nationally-administered admissions and certification examinations that
are not available remotely, provided that examinees are spaced no less than 6 feet
apart;
(12) Gatherings at entertainment and recreational facilities that comply with the
restrictions set forth in section 3(a) of this order;
(13) Gatherings for the purposes of indoor group fitness, exercise, or sports that comply
with the restrictions set forth in sections 4(b), 4(d), 4(e), and 6 of this order;
(14) Gatherings for public health or other emergency purposes.
(d) As a condition of hosting a gathering under this order, organizers and facilities must design
the gathering to encourage and maintain physical distancing, and must ensure that persons
not part of the same group maintain 6 feet of distance from one another to the extent
possible.
3. Gathering restrictions for entertainment facilities, recreational facilities, and food
service establishments.
(a) Gatherings are prohibited at entertainment facilities and recreational facilities unless:
(1) Venues and activities held at those venues comply with masking and distancing
requirements in this subsection. Venues that cannot consistently adhere to these
requirements (e.g., water parks, dance floors at a nightclub, or children’s indoor
playgrounds inasmuch as staff are not present to prevent physical contact) may not
be open.
(A) Patrons must remain masked at all times, except when eating or drinking in
designated areas;
(B) Groups of patrons participating in activities together (such as those seated
together at a concert or movie, or bowling in the same lane or group of lanes)
must not exceed 25 persons indoors, or 300 persons outdoors;
(C) Patrons must be prevented from mingling with or engaging in physical
contact with persons outside their group; and
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(D) For sports practice and competition, participants must comply with the
restrictions set forth in section 6;
(2) If participating in stationary activities, groups are spaced or seated at least 6 feet
apart. If participating in non-stationary activities, groups maintain a consistent 6
feet of distance from other groups at all times;
(3) Consumption of food or beverages is permitted only where patrons are seated,
groups of patrons are separated by at least 6 feet, no more than 6 patrons are seated
at a table, and groups of patrons do not intermingle;
(4) Venues that are also food service establishments, as a condition of offering food or
beverages, ensure their designated dining areas comply with all requirements in
subsection (b);
(5) Venues abide by the following density limitations:
(A) Where applicable, occupancy must not exceed 50% of the limits established
by the State Fire Marshal or a local fire marshal; and
(B) Groups must remain at least 6 feet apart at all times;
(6) Venues abide by the following maximum capacity limitations:
(A) For indoor entertainment and recreational facilities, no more than 300
patrons may be gathered within any distinct space within the venue;
(B) For outdoor entertainment and recreational facilities and for stadiums and
arenas, except as provided in subsection (E), no more than 1,000 patrons may
be gathered;
(C) At indoor stadiums and arenas with a fixed seating capacity of up to 10,000,
no more than 375 patrons may be gathered;
(D) At indoor stadiums and arenas with a fixed seating capacity greater than
10,000, no more than 750 patrons may be gathered;
(E) At outdoor stadiums and arenas that establish and abide by an infection
control plan that complies with the MDHHS publication entitled Enhanced
Outdoor Stadium and Arena Guidance, gatherings may not exceed 20% of the
venue’s fixed seating capacity. Such venues must post their plan publicly,
including on a public website. Infection control plans must be provided to the
local health department and MDHHS at least seven days before scheduled
events. Sports organizers of events occurring at outdoor stadiums and arenas
proceeding under this subsection must administer a testing program for all
players as specified in the MDHHS publication entitled Interim Guidance for
Athletics issued March 20, 2021, for all players.
(b) Gatherings are prohibited at food service establishments, whether indoor or outdoor,
unless:
(1) Consumption of food or beverages is permitted only in a designated dining area
where patrons are seated, groups of patrons are separated by at least 6 feet, no more
than 6 patrons are seated together (at a table, booth, or group of fixed seats), and
groups of patrons do not intermingle;
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(2) Patrons are not permitted to gather in common areas in which people can
congregate, dance, or otherwise mingle;
(3) In the event that an employee of a food service establishment is confirmed positive
for COVID-19 or shows principal symptoms of COVID-19 while at work, the food
service establishment has been deep cleaned consistent with Food and Drug
Administration and CDC guidance;
(4) At establishments offering indoor dining:
(A) The number of patrons indoors (or in a designated dining area of a
multipurpose venue) does not exceed 50% of normal seating capacity, or 100
persons, whichever is less, provided, however, that this limitation does not
apply to soup kitchens and shelters;
(B) At food service establishments, or the designated dining area of a
multipurpose venue, indoor dining is closed between the hours of 11:00 PM
and 4:00 AM;
(C) The venue displays, in a prominent location, the MDHHS “Dining During
COVID-19” brochure.
(c) Gatherings at non-tribal casinos may not exceed 30% of total occupancy limits established
by the State Fire Marshal or a local fire marshal.
4. Gathering restrictions for other facilities. In addition to the gathering limitations set forth
elsewhere in this order, the following limitations apply to gatherings in the following facilities:
(a) A gathering at a retail setting, library, or museum must not exceed 50% of total occupancy
limits established by the State Fire Marshal or a local fire marshal. Nevertheless, a retail
store, library, or museum may permit one customer at a time to enter if strict adherence to
the 50% total occupancy limit would otherwise result in closure. Spaces for indoor dining,
including food courts, must comply with the requirements for food service establishments
as set forth in section 3(b).
(1) Retail stores must establish lines to regulate entry and checkout, with markings for
patrons to enable them to stand at least 6 feet apart from one another while waiting.
(b) At exercise facilities:
(1) Gatherings must not exceed 30% of the total occupancy limits established by the
State Fire Marshal or a local fire marshal;
(2) There must be at least 6 feet of distance between each occupied workout station and
physical layout of the space must be established such that exercisers can move
between stations while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others at all times; and
(3) Gatherings for group fitness activities or classes are permitted, provided that all
persons maintain at least 6 feet of distance from others at all times and wear a face
mask at all times.
(c) Gatherings in waiting rooms at outpatient health care facilities, veterinary clinics, and
other businesses are prohibited unless the facility implements a system to ensure that
persons not of the same group maintain 6 feet of distance. To the extent possible, this
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system must include a policy that patients wait in their cars for their appointments to be
called.
(d) Gatherings at an indoor pool not otherwise prohibited by this order must not exceed 30% of
bather capacity limits described in Rule 325.2193 of the Michigan Administrative Code.
Gatherings at an outdoor pool not otherwise prohibited by this order must not exceed 50%
of bather capacity limits described in Rule 325.2193 of the Michigan Administrative Code.
(e) Gatherings at ice and roller rinks are permitted, provided that occupancy is limited to 10
persons per 1,000 square feet, including within the exercise space. Gatherings for the
purpose of open skating are permitted.
(f) In facilities offering non-essential personal care services, including hair, nail, tanning,
massage, traditional spa, tattoo, body art, piercing services, and similar personal care
services, all services must be provided by appointment, and gatherings in waiting areas are
prohibited.
5. Schools, colleges, technical schools, and universities.
(a) Subject to local health department and school district authority, and consistent with the
applicable restrictions in section 6, gatherings at public, nonpublic, and boarding schools
are permitted for the purpose of conducting in-person instruction and extracurricular
activities in prekindergarten through grade 12.
(b) Gatherings at public, nonpublic, and boarding schools are permitted for the purpose of child
care programs, tutoring and academic support, and for providing services to students in
need, including food distribution, access to internet connectivity, and physical and mental
health care services.
(c) Gatherings at colleges and universities, trade schools, and career schools are permitted for
the purpose of holding in-person classes and other events sponsored by the educational
institution. The limits imposed by section 2(a) and 2(b) do not apply to such gatherings, but
they remain subject to all other applicable requirements of this order.
6. Organized sports gathering restrictions.
(a) Gatherings for the purpose of contact sports practice and competition are prohibited unless:
(1) Participants remain masked; or
(2) Where it would be unsafe for participants to remain masked, all participants are
tested consistent with the MDHHS publication entitled Interim Guidance for
Athletics issued March 20, 2021.
(b) Gatherings for the purpose of sports practice and competition are prohibited unless
participants maintain 6 feet of distance from each other when not engaged in play.
(c) Gatherings of non-participants for the purpose of observing sports practice and competition
must be held consistent with section 3.
(d) Sports organizers, venues, and teams must ensure that all gatherings for the purpose of
sports competition and practice comply with the requirements of this order.
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(e) Even where it is not required, sports organizers are encouraged to administer a testing
program as specified in the MDHHS publication entitled Interim Guidance for Athletics
issued March 20, 2021.
(f) Beginning on April 2, 2021, gatherings for the purpose of sports practice and competition
involving persons age 13 to 19 are prohibited unless all such persons participate in a
testing program as specified in the MDHHS publication entitled Interim Guidance for
Athletics issued March 20, 2021.
7. Face mask requirement at gatherings.
(a) All persons participating in gatherings are required to wear a face mask.
(b) As a condition of gathering for the purpose of transportation, transportation providers must
require all staff and patrons to use face masks, and must enforce physical distancing among
all patrons to the extent feasible.
(c) Except as provided elsewhere in this order, a person responsible for a business, store, office,
government office, school, organized event, or other operation, or an agent of such person,
must prohibit gatherings of any kind unless the person requires individuals in such
gatherings (including employees) to wear a face mask, and denies entry or service to all
persons refusing to wear face masks while gathered.
(d) A person responsible for a business, store, office, government office, school, organized event,
or other operation, or an agent of such person, may not assume that someone who enters
the facility without a face mask falls within one of the exceptions specified in section 8 of
this order, including the exception for individuals who cannot medically tolerate a face
mask. An individual’s verbal representation that they are not wearing a face mask because
they fall within a specified exception, however, may be accepted.
(e) A person responsible for a child care organization or camp, or an agent of such person, must
not allow gatherings unless face masks are worn by all staff. Children must wear face
masks as indicated below:
(1) All children 2 years and older when on a school bus or other transportation provided
by the child care organization or camp;
(2) All children 4 years and older when in indoor hallways and indoor common areas;
(3) All children 5 years and older when in classrooms, homes, cabins, or similar indoor
settings.
(f) Participants in gatherings for any exercise activities, group fitness, or organized sports
must comply with face mask requirements listed in the MDHHS publication entitled
Interim Guidance for Athletics issued March 20, 2021.
8. Exceptions to face mask requirements. Although a face mask is strongly encouraged even for
individuals not required to wear one (except for children under the age of 2), the requirement to
wear a face mask in gatherings as required by this order does not apply to individuals who:
(a) Are younger than 5 years old, outside of a child care organization or camp setting (which
are subject to requirements set out in section 7(e));
(b) Cannot medically tolerate a face mask;
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(c) Are eating or drinking while seated at a food service establishment or at a private
residence;
(d) Are exercising outdoors and able to consistently maintain 6 feet of distance from others;
(e) Are swimming;
(f) Are receiving a medical or personal care service for which removal of the face mask is
necessary;
(g) Are asked to temporarily remove a face mask for identification purposes;
(h) Are communicating with someone who is deaf, deafblind, or hard of hearing and whose
ability to see the mouth is essential to communication;
(i) Are actively engaged in a public safety role, including but not limited to law enforcement,
firefighters, or emergency medical personnel, and where wearing a face mask would
seriously interfere in the performance of their public safety responsibilities;
(j) Are engaging in a religious service;
(k) Are giving a speech for broadcast or to an audience, provided that the audience is at least
12 feet away from the speaker; or
(l) Are participating in a testing program specified in the MDHHS publication entitled Interim
Guidance for Athletics issued March 20, 2021, and are engaged in practice or competition
where the wearing of a mask would be unsafe;
(m) Are engaging in an activity that requires removal of a mask not listed in another part of
this section, and are in a facility that provides ventilation that meets or exceeds 60 ft3/min
of outdoor airflow per person;
(n) Are at a residential gathering where all persons are fully vaccinated and not experiencing
the principal symptoms of COVID-19.
9. Contact tracing requirements for particular gatherings.
(a) Gatherings are prohibited at the following facilities unless the facility maintains accurate
records, including date and time of entry, names of patrons, and contact information, to aid
with contact tracing, and denies entry for a gathering to any visitor who does not provide,
at a minimum, their name and phone number:
(1) All businesses or operations that provide hair, nail, tanning, massage, traditional
spa, tattoo, body art, piercing services, or similar personal care services; and
(2) Exercise facilities.
(b) All businesses or operations that provide in-home services, including cleaners, repair
persons, painters, and the like must not permit their employees to gather with clients
unless the business maintains accurate appointment records, including date and time of
service, name of client, and contact information, to aid with contact tracing.
(c) All dine-in food service establishments must maintain accurate records of the names and
phone numbers of patrons who purchase food for consumption on the premises, and the
date and time of entry.
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(d) Upon request, businesses, schools, and other facilities must provide names and phone
numbers of individuals with possible COVID-19 exposure to MDHHS and local health
departments to aid in contact tracing and case investigation efforts.
(e) Data collected under this section:
(1) Must not be sold, or used for sales or marketing purposes without the express
consent of each patron;
(2) Must be protected as confidential information to the fullest extent of the law;
(3) Must not be provided to law enforcement or immigration officials except upon receipt
of a lawful subpoena from a court or other lawful court order;
(4) Must be retained for 28 days by the collecting organization, after which time the
data must be destroyed. If facilities use existing data to fulfill this requirement, they
may instead follow their own pre-existing data retention and destruction policies at
the conclusion of the 28-day retention period.
10. Implementation.
(a) Nothing in this order modifies, limits, or abridges protections provided by state or federal
law for a person with a disability.
(b) Under MCL 333.2235(1), local health departments are authorized to carry out and enforce
the terms of this order.
(c) Law enforcement officers, as defined in the Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement
Standards Act, 1965 Public Act 203, MCL 28.602(f), are deemed to be “department
representatives” for purposes of enforcing this order, and are specifically authorized to
investigate potential violations of this order. They may coordinate as necessary with the
appropriate regulatory entity and enforce this order within their jurisdiction.
(d) Neither a place of religious worship nor its owner is subject to penalty under this order for
allowing religious worship at such place. No individual is subject to penalty under this
order for engaging in religious worship at a place of religious worship.
(e) Consistent with MCL 333.2261, violation of this order is a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or a fine of not more than $200.00, or both.
(f) Nothing in this order affects any prosecution or civil citation based on conduct that occurred
before the effective date of this order.
(g) Nothing in this order should be taken to interfere with or infringe on the powers of the
legislative and judicial branches to perform their constitutional duties or exercise their
authority, or protections guaranteed by the state or federal constitution under these
emergency circumstances.
(h) Consistent with any rule or emergency rule promulgated and adopted in a schedule of
monetary civil penalties under MCL 333.2262(1) and applicable to this order, violations of
this order are also punishable by a civil fine of up to $1,000 for each violation or day that a
violation continues.
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(i) If any provision of this order is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, whether
in whole or in part, such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining part of this
order.
This order takes effect on March 22, 2021, at 12:01 AM, at which time the March 2, 2021, order entitled
Gatherings and Face Mask Order is rescinded. This order remains in effect through April 19, 2021, at
11:59 PM. Persons with suggestions and concerns are invited to submit their comments via email to
COVID19@michigan.gov.
Date: March 19, 2021

_______________________________________
Elizabeth Hertel, Director
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
GRETCHEN WHITMER
GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
LANSING

ELIZABETH HERTEL
DIRECTOR

March 31, 2021
Emergency Order under MCL 333.2253 – Gatherings and Face Mask Order Amendment
On December 22, 2020, Governor Whitmer signed into law Public Act 254, which amended the Open
Meetings Act to, among other things, permit meetings of public bodies to be held electronically by
telephonic or video conferencing for any reason through March 31, 2021. Beginning on that date,
meetings of public bodies can be held remotely only in certain circumstances, including where a state of
emergency or state of disaster is declared. In recognition of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, many
counties and other local units of government have declared a local state of emergency. Nevertheless, some
local units of government have not done so. For units of government that have not declared a disaster or
state of emergency, meeting in-person may now be the only lawful option to conduct the public’s business
in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.
On March 19, 2021, I issued an order entitled Emergency Order under MCL 333.2253 – Gatherings and
Face Mask Order. The order limits the size of gatherings, including meetings under the Open Meetings
Act. If the March 19, 2021, order is not amended to accommodate in-person meetings of public bodies, the
public’s ability to participate in meetings of public bodies may be curtailed.
The order issued on March 19, 2021, entitled Emergency Order under MCL 333.2253 – Gatherings and
Face Mask Order, is amended to add subsection (15) to section 2(c):
(15)

Gatherings of public bodies and attendees of meetings held by public bodies in compliance
with the Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.261 et seq.

This amendment takes effect immediately.
Date: March 31, 2021

_______________________________________
Elizabeth Hertel, Director
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

333 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE • PO BOX 30195 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs • 517-241-3740

NEW March 31, 2021
Township Meetings and Facilities Under
the Open Meetings Act and
MDHHS Emergency Order March 22, 2021-“Gatherings and Face Mask Order”
This fact sheet is not intended as specific legal guidance and is provided to assist township boards in
understanding what the Open Meetings Act and the MDHHS Order say at this time. Because those timelines are
not coordinated, and could still change, it is important to understand that some questions of what can be done
may be open to different legal interpretation. A township board should work with its attorney to determine the
answers and recommendations for your specific questions.
Under the current MDHHS Order, as amended March 31, and expiring April 19, 2021, public meetings held in
compliance with the OMA may be held in-person, and are exempt from the indoor and outdoor gathering
limits on the number of persons.
MDHHS
Order

OMA
MCL 15.263a

OMA
MCL 15.263

March 5 to March 31: No more than 25 persons
NEW: March 31 to April 19: MDHHS
April 20:
at indoor meeting (Assuming you can meet indoor Order of March 19 amended to
Unknown
spacing/distancing requirements in Order. Maskexempt “Gatherings of public bodies
wearing is required by all members of the public
and attendees of meetings held by
body, and those attending the meeting. Note you
public bodies in compliance with the
cannot turn a person away from open meeting of
OMA” from the indoor and outdoor
public body per OMA, so if more than 25 persons
gatherings limits on persons. (2)(c)(5)
attend, meeting must be ended.)
March 18, 2020,
March 31, 2021, through Dec. 31, 2021:
Beginning Jan. 1,
through March 30,
Individual members of public body may participate
2022, the ONLY
2021: Allows
electronically in an in-person meeting if they are absent
option for a member
electronic meetings due to:
to participate
for any reason
electronically in a
• Military duty
(public body and
meeting of a public
• Medical condition
public)
body is a member of
• Declaration of state or local state of emergency
the public body
o A declaration of state of emergency
could allow all members to participate absent due to
military duty.
electronically.
Before April 1, 2021, in-person meetings After April 1, 2021, in-person meetings must comply with
must comply with COVID-19 safeguards
MDHHS Order(s). No specific end date, subject to COVID-19
stated in OMA. (MDHHS safeguards still
pandemic emergency.
apply during and after OMA provision
expires.)
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Conducting electronic meetings (and meetings with members participating electronically):
•

Note on declaring a “local state of emergency”: MTA Legal Counsel do believe this could be done by a
township board, however the township should talk to its own attorney for specific legal advice on this issue.
If a county commission declares a local state of emergency for the county, it would allow each unit within
the county to conduct meetings electronically, but it would not mandate that individual townships conduct
meetings electronically.

•

An electronic meeting must be conducted in a manner that permits two-way communication between
members and participants (at a minimum—everyone can hear everyone else).

•

Technology may be used to facilitate typed public comments during the meeting submitted by members of
the public participating in the meeting that may be read to or shared with members of the public body and
other participants to satisfy the requirement that members of the public be permitted to address the
electronic meeting (public comment period and public hearings) and be heard by others during the
electronic meeting.

•

Members of a public body and the public participating electronically in a meeting are considered present
and in attendance at the meeting for all purposes. (Including voting for members of the public body
participating electronically)

•

Each member of the public body attending a meeting remotely must announce at beginning of meeting they
are participating remotely and, except for military absence, must identify the county, city, township, or
village and state from which they are attending remotely.

•

If a public body directly or indirectly maintains an official internet presence that includes monthly or more
frequent updates of public meeting agendas or minutes, the public body must, in addition to other notices
that may be required under the OMA, post advance notice of a meeting held electronically on a portion of
the website that is fully accessible to the public—on either the homepage or a separate webpage dedicated
to public notices for special meetings or electronic public meetings with a “prominent and conspicuous” link
on the website’s homepage that clearly describes its purpose for public notification of special meetings or
electronic public meetings.
o Any scheduled meeting of a public body to be held as an electronic meeting must have notice
posted at least 18 hours before the meeting begins.
o Notice must clearly explain all of the following:
 Why the public body is meeting electronically





How members of the public may participate in the meeting electronically. If a telephone
number, internet address, or both are needed to participate, that information must be
provided specifically
How members of the public may contact members of the public body to provide input or ask
questions on any business that will come before the public body at a meeting
How persons with disabilities may participate in the meeting

•

If an agenda exists for an electronic meeting and the public body directly or indirectly maintains an official
internet presence that includes monthly or more frequent updates of public meeting agendas or minutes,
the public body must make the agenda available at least two hours before the electronic meeting begins on
a portion of the website that is fully accessible to the public. This “publication” of the agenda does not
prohibit subsequent amendment of the agenda at the meeting.

•

A public body cannot require a person to register or provide his or her name or other information, or require
a person to otherwise fulfill a “condition precedent,” as a condition of participating in an electronic meeting,
other than mechanisms established and required by the public body necessary to permit the [continued]
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person to participate in a public comment period of the meeting. (Log-in information may be required by the
virtual meeting platform/software/service.)
•

Members of the public are excluded from participating in a closed session of a public body held
electronically if that closed session complies with the act.

Electronic Meeting Options After March 30, 2021
Member Access to Meetings
After March 30, 2021, and through December 31, 2021 a member of a public body can participate electronically
in a meeting ONLY if that member is (a) absent due to military duty, (b) absent due to a medical condition or (c)
a state or local state of emergency is declared.
This is because the participation of a member of a public body (township board, planning commission, zoning
board of appeals, board of review, election commission, etc.) is governed by the Open Meetings Act, which will
once again require all members of a public body to be physically present at a meeting to be able to count toward
a quorum, participate in discussion, or vote, unless they meet one of the exceptions.
Starting January 1, 2022, ONLY a member of a public body absent due to military duty will be able to
participate electronically, including counting toward a quorum, participating in discussion and voting.
Public Access to Meetings
The Open Meetings Act also provides that every meeting of public body must include one opportunity for public
comment. And if a public body is holding a public hearing, that must be conducted as an agenda item within a
properly scheduled and noticed regular or special meeting of that public body.
The OMA prohibits turning any person away from an in-person meeting, including turning them away to
require them to use electronic access, so if a physical meeting room capacity (i.e., fire marshal room capacity or
any applicable Covid-19 MDHHS Order limit) is reached, the options are to move the meeting to a larger meeting
space (if any applicable MDHHS Order allows it), move outdoors or end the meeting.
But there is no limit in the OMA on providing electronic public access. The OMA does not limit the ability of the
public to participate electronically, during a public comment period or on the record during a public hearing IF
the public body chooses to provide electronic meeting access to the public—even once the OMA returns to
limiting the ability of members of a public body to participate electronically.
MTA believes that providing electronic meeting access to the public, including participating in public comment
or on the record in a public hearing, is one way to provide public access, input and transparency. Note that no
law, including the OMA, currently requires a township public body to provide electronic meeting access to the
public.
So, if a public body does choose to provide electronic meeting access for the public, that may encourage the
public to attend electronically, reducing the chances that people might put a meeting over the gathering limit.
Note that all participants must be able to hear and be heard by a member of the public participating
electronically, in both the in-person and the electronic meeting spaces, so some form of microphone and
speaker system must be provided in the in-person meeting space.
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Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Order
Requirements for Gatherings, including Meetings
MDHHS emergency order face mask and gathering limits
Under MCL 333.2253, if the MDHHS director determines that control of an epidemic is necessary to protect the
public health, the director by emergency order may prohibit the gathering of people for any purpose and may
establish procedures to be followed during the epidemic to insure continuation of essential public health
services and enforcement of health laws.
Under the MDHHS Order, and consistent with MCL 333.2261, violations are punishable by a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment for not more than six months or a fine of not more than $200, or both, and under
MCL 333.2262, violations of the order are also punishable by a civil fine of fine of up to $1,000. The order can be
enforced by state and/or local law enforcement. (Note that the Michigan State Police and MIOSHA do enforce
these orders.)
On March 19, 2021, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) issued MDHHS
Emergency Order, “March 19 - Gatherings and Face Mask Order,” effective at 12:01 a.m. on March 22, 2021, in
effect through April 19, 2021, at 11:59 p.m.
On March 31, MDHHS issued the March 31 - Gatherings and Face Mask Order Amendment to that order
exempting meetings of a public body from the indoor and outdoor gathering limits of persons (other
safeguards, like wearing masks and social distancing still apply):
•

2(c) “The limitations to gatherings in sections 2(a) and 2(b) do not apply to: … “(15) Gatherings of public
bodies and attendees of meetings held by public bodies in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, MCL
15.261 et seq.”

•

2(d): “As a condition of hosting a gathering under this order, organizers and facilities must design the
gathering to encourage and maintain physical distancing, and must ensure that persons not part of the
same group maintain 6 feet of distance from one another to the extent possible.”

The following excerpted FAQs from the March 22 Epidemic Order FAQs link above may be helpful.
Q: What does "indoors" mean for the purposes of this Order?
A: "Indoors" means a location that is fully or partially enclosed on the top and:
•
•

fully or partially enclosed on two or more contiguous sides; or
if fully or partially enclosed on two non-contiguous sides, any part of that space that is
more than 8 feet from an open side is indoors.

Indoor spaces, therefore, include most buildings (such as barns and garages), vehicles (such as buses and
trains), and temporary structures (including tents or canopies with side walls or coverings).
Tents with one side are not indoors. Tents with two opposite sides are indoors, except for the spaces
within them that are within 8 feet of an open side. Tents with two adjacent sides, three sides, or four
sides, are all indoors. The placement of a tent next to a wall, building, or other structure is equivalent to
a side. Opening a doorway in the middle of a side does not make that side open. For more information
about indoor spaces that are permitted for dining, see Outdoor Seating Enclosures guidance.
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Q: What workers are still allowed or required to work in person?
A: Work should be completed remotely unless it is strictly necessary for an employee to be in person to
complete their job duties. See MDHHS's Guidance for Employers (Nov. 6, 2020) and MIOSHA's
Emergency Rules (Oct. 14, 2020). Employer Guidance (Michigan.gov)
MTA Note: See the following on employee safety:
The MDHHS issued its guidance for employers in Keeping a Safe Workplace on Nov. 6, 2020.
The Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) and the Workers’
Disability Compensation Agency, both within the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic
Opportunity have also promulgated emergency rules to clarify the safety requirements
employers—including townships—must follow to protect their employees from COVID-19.
Again, these are similar requirements to those previously required in EOs. Under the MIOSHA
rules, employers that resume in-person work must, among other things, have a written COVID19 preparedness and response plan and provide thorough training to employees that covers, at
a minimum, workplace infection-control practices, proper use of personal protection
equipment, steps workers must take to notify the township of any COVID-19 symptoms or a
suspected or confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19, and how to report unsafe working conditions. A
MIOSHA infographic (sign/brief fact sheet) on the rules is available here.
Under the workers’ compensation rules, first responders—including emergency medical services
workers, law enforcement and fire safety personnel, among others—are presumed eligible for
compensable personal injuries under the Workers’ Disability Compensation Act if they are
diagnosed with COVID-19, by a physician or a presumed positive test result. The rules are in
effect for six months [Starting March 20, 2021].
Q: Are local government offices still permitted to be open to the public?
A: Yes. (MTA Note: The township board must have adopted a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan to open
township facilities.)
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DeWitt Charter Township Mail - Remote Board Meetings

Adam Cramton <acramton@dewitttwp.org>

Remote Board Meetings
1 message
Brennan M. Ackerman <backerman@thrunlaw.com>
To: "acramton@dewitttwp.org" <acramton@dewitttwp.org>

Thu, Apr 1, 2021 at 4:47 PM

Hello, Adam:

It was a pleasure speaking to you moments ago. I would like to share with you an FAQ on the new MDHHS order that relates to our
conversation.

Q: What are the gathering and capacity restrictions that apply to in-person meetings
of public bodies under the Open Meetings Act?
A: Beginning on March 31, 2021, public bodies can continue to hold virtual meetings under
the circumstances outlined in Public Act 254 of 2020. For example, in counties or other
local units of government operating under a local state of emergency or disaster, public
bodies may continue to host virtual meetings.
Additionally, public bodies may meet in person. Public meetings under the Open Meetings
Act are not subject to the gathering restrictions under section 2(a) and 2(b) under this Order,
but they must comply with all other requirements of this Order.
Members of the public may both attend meetings and participate in public comment in person
to the extent permitted under the Open Meetings Act. Overall attendance at any public
meeting must not exceed 50% of the total occupancy limits established by the fire marshal.
Attendees should avoid intermingling with people outside of their group and each group must
remain 6 feet apart. All applicable masking and distancing requirements must be followed by
everyone at all times.
All meetings covered by the Open Meetings Act - whether conducted virtually or in person must also comply with Public Act 254 of 2020.
Also, if a board member is absent due to a local state of emergency, the public should be provided the
option to participate remotely (especially given the 50% occupancy limit).
Regards,
Brennan M. Ackerman, Attorney
Thrun Law Firm, P.C.
Phone 517.374.8867 - Fax 517.484.0041
backerman@thrunlaw.com – www.thrunlaw.com
P.O. Box 2575
East Lansing, MI 48826-2575

For deliveries only:
2900 West Road, Suite 400
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2?ik=27f8f9a0b8&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1695872546086186900&simpl=msg-f%3A169587254608…
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East Lansing, MI 48823-6386

CONFIDENTIAL: The information contained in this e-mail message is privileged and/or confidential information for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering it to an intended recipient, any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is neither intended nor allowed. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately
notify the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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REVISED March 31: Covid 19: Declaring a Local State of Emergency
under the Open Meetings Act,
starting March 31, 2021, through December 31, 2021
Note: The information provided here by MTA Legal Counsel applies to holding the meetings of any township
public body, but only a supervisor and township board can declare a local state of emergency.
Q. Can our township resume holding indoor in-person township board meetings?
A. Under the current Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Order, effective March 5, 2021, and
the March 31 - Gatherings and Face Mask Order Amendment, through April 19, 2021, you may resume indoor
in-person public meetings subject to certain limitations. The indoor and outdoor gathering limits on the
number of persons do not apply to public meetings held in compliance with the OMA. Organizers and facilities
must still design the meeting to encourage and maintain physical distancing, and must ensure that persons not
part of the same group maintain 6 feet of distance from one another to the extent possible. Seating should be
arranged accordingly. At these indoor meetings, masks must also be worn unless a personal exception applies as
set forth in in the MDHHS Order.
Future changes to this MDHHS Order may alter the above restrictions so it is extremely important to keep watch
for any such changes.
Q. Due to COVID-19, we have concerns about the safety of holding an in-person township board meeting. Can
we instead have an electronic meeting of the board?
A. Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, MCL 15.261 et seq., on and after March 31, 2021,
through December 31, 2021, public bodies are permitted to hold meetings electronically only for reasons set
forth in MCL 15.263, for accommodating absent members. Sec 3(2) of the OMA provides that procedures shall
be established to accommodate board members who are absent because of: “military duty, a medical condition,
or a statewide or local state of emergency or state of disaster declared pursuant to law or charter or local
ordinance by the governor or a local official, governing body, or chief administrative officer that would risk the
personal health or safety of members of the public or the public body if the meeting were held in person.”
(emphasis added)
As such, if your township has validly declared a local state of emergency, then for the duration of the
emergency, but not longer than December 31, 2021, the township is allowed to continue conducting its
meetings electronically, subject to the requirements of MCL 15.263a.
You should also be aware that there are ongoing proposals for amendments to the OMA that could impact these
provisions therefore you need to keep watch for any such future amendments.
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Q. Does a township have the authority to declare a local state of emergency?
A. Under the Emergency Management Act, Public Act 390 of 1976, MCL 30.401 et seq., any municipality that has
first appointed an emergency management coordinator may: [d]eclare a local state of emergency if
circumstances within the county or municipality indicate that the occurrence or threat of widespread or severe
damage, injury, or loss of life or property from a natural or human-made cause exists and, under a declaration of
a local state of emergency, issue directives as to travel restrictions on county or local roads. MCL 30.410(b)
While the language quoted above only allows a municipality to issue directives as to travel restrictions on county
or local roads, it does not require any such directives be enacted in order to declare a local state of emergency.
Thus, a municipality can declare a local state of emergency with COVID-19 being the cited reason because it is a
“natural or human-made cause” that exists within the community and threatens widespread or severe injury or
loss of life, if contracted.
The power to declare a local state of emergency is vested in the chief executive official of the township. The
chief executive official is defined as the township supervisor. Additionally, the emergency declaration may not
last more than seven (7) days, without the township board (the governing body of the municipality) voting in a
meeting to extend, by resolution, the declaration for a set period of time. The declaration of emergency must be
in writing, and promptly transmitted to the Department of State Police Emergency Division.
It should also be noted that some counties have already declared a local state of emergency and that pursuant
to such declaration municipalities within such counties may hold electronic public meetings. Such authority to
hold electronic meetings extends during the duration of the county emergency declaration but cannot extend
beyond December 31, 2021.
Finally, the plain language of the OMA allows a township board to adopt an ordinance to declare a local state of
emergency.
Q. How does a township appoint an emergency management coordinator?
A. The method for appointing an emergency management coordinator is set forth at MCL 30.409(2) to (4). The
emergency coordinator is appointed by the township supervisor.
Under the statute, a township with a population of 25,000 people or more shall either: (1) appoint an
emergency management coordinator; (2) appoint the coordinator of the county as its emergency management
coordinator; or (3) make no appointment, in which case the township supervisor serves as the emergency
management coordinator. MCL 30.409(2)
Townships with populations of 10,000 people or more may appoint an emergency management coordinator to
serve at the direction of the township supervisor. MCL 30.409(3) Finally, townships with a population less than
10,000 may appoint an emergency management coordinator who serves at the direction of the county
emergency management coordinator. MCL 30.409(4)
A public official is not barred from being appointed a municipality’s emergency management coordinator. MCL
30.409(6). Additionally, a county coordinator can be appointed a municipal coordinator for any municipality
within the county and vice versa. MCL 30.409(7)
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CLINTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Chairperson
Kam Washburn
Vice-Chairperson
Bruce DeLong
Members
Adam Stacey
David W. Pohl
Robert Showers
Kenneth B. Mitchell
Dwight Washington

COURTHOUSE
100 E. STATE STREET
ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 48879-1571
989-224-5120
Administrator
Craig Longnecker
Clerk of the Board
Diane Zuker

Declaration for a Local “State of Emergency”
To:

Commanding Officer – Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division, MSP
District 1 Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division Coordinator

On March 30, 2021 the County of Clinton continues to face the ongoing threat of the global Covid19 Pandemic and related impacts. As a result of this situation, the following conditions exist: online
learning for several K-12 schools and limitations on large assemblages and events, temporary
restrictions on entry into specific health care and juvenile justice facilities, and significant changes to
public health, healthcare, public safety, and government operations in accordance with all
emergency orders, including, but not limited to, the October 9, 2020 emergency order issued by the
State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services per MCL 333.2253.”
Therefore, as Chairperson of the Clinton County Board of Commissioners, in accordance with
Section 10 of 1976 PA 390, as amended, I hereby declare that a "state of emergency" exists within
our jurisdiction, that the response and recovery elements of our emergency operations plan have
been activated, and that local resources are being utilized to the fullest possible extent. With consent
of the full Board of Commissioners, and due to the prolonged nature of pandemic public health
incidents, this state of emergency shall remain in effect through April 30, 2021 or until such time as
the Board acts to cease or extend the state of emergency.
Authorized by:

Kam Washburn
Clinton County Board of Commissioners Chairperson
cc: Diane Zuker - Clinton County Clerk

SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Brian Ross
David Seeger
Steven Smith

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

DeWitt Charter Township Board of Trustees

FROM:

Adam Cramton, Clerk

SUBJECT:

DeWitt Township Public Meeting Policy Update

DATE:

April 8, 2021

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

The State of Michigan has issued an update to the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) Emergency Order under MCL 333.2253 – Gatherings and Face Mask Order.
The newest version is dated March 19, 2021, with an amendment added on March 31, 2021.
DeWitt Township will be holding in-person public meetings up to 50% the fire-rated capacity of
the meeting space.
Additionally, the Clinton County Board of Commissioners has extended the Declaration of Local
“State of Emergency” which, in combination with Senate Bills 1108 and 1246, amending the
Open Meetings Act (OMA), will allow the Township to simultaneously allow for remote
participation in public meetings by both membership and public.
The DeWitt Charter Township Open Meeting Policy & Procedure Manual has been updated to
reflect these changes.
Strategic plan:
Strategic: Fiscal and Organization Excellence
Strategies: 4. Enhance Township services, giving consideration to the latest technology and best
practices.
Suggested action:
Adopt the DeWitt Charter Township Open Meeting Policy & Procedure effective April 12, 2021.
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1. Introduction
This policy and procedure document is designed to serve as a guide for all DeWitt Charter Township
Boards, Committees, and Commissions subject to the Open Meetings Act (OMA), Act 267 of 1976, as
amended, MCL 15.261 to 15.272.

2. Purpose
This policy addresses procedural changes related to the OMA as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID19) Pandemic and its impact on public bodies’ ability to hold in-person meetings. Specific items are
likely to change as Executive Orders expire and “social distancing” requirements change. Those items
are printed in italics for future modification.
The following procedures and systems were developed by the Board of Trustees to ensure efficient
conduct of business in a manner that is fair and equitable to both membership and the public. The intent
of this policy is to provide direction to the Township’s Boards, Committees, and Commissions and
authorize remote participation for both membership and the public to the extent permitted by law or
executive order.
For all questions related to open meetings but not covered in this policy, please review the OMA and
the State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Emergency Order under
MCL 333.2253 – Gatherings and Face Mask Order dated March 219, 2021, the State of Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Emergency Order under MCL 333.2253 –
Gatherings and Face Mask Order Amendment dated March 31, 2021, Senate Bill 1108, Senate Bill
1246, and Clinton County Board of Commissioners Declaration for a Local “State of Emergency”.

3. Definitions
a. Public body: MCL 15.262(a) defines a “public body” as “any state or local legislative
or governing body, including a board, commission, committee, subcommittee, authority,
or council, that is empowered by state constitution, statute, charter, ordinance, resolution
or rule to exercise governmental or proprietary authority … .” Any committee,
subcommittee or other body that meets the definition of “public body” will be subject to
the OMA.
b. Meeting: MCL 15.262(b) defines a “meeting” as “the convening of a public body at
which a quorum is present for the purpose of deliberating toward or rendering a
decision on a public policy … .”
c. Decision: MCL 15.262(d) defines a “decision” as “a determination, action, vote, or
disposition upon a motion, proposal, recommendation, resolution, order, ordinance, bill,
or measure on which a vote by members of a public body is required and by which a
public body effectuates or formulates public policy.”
d. Quorum: the minimum number of members of an assembly or society that must be
present at any of its meetings to make the proceedings of that meeting valid. If a quorum
of a public body does not attend a scheduled regular or special meeting, then business
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cannot be conducted, and a meeting cannot be held. The same holds true if a quorum is
lost during a meeting.
e. Regular meetings: MCL 15.265 effectively defines a “regular meeting” of a public body
as a meeting that is on the schedule of meetings adopted by the body and posted within
10 days after the first meeting of the public body’s year (fiscal or calendar).
f. Special meetings: MCL 15.265 effectively defines a “special meeting” of a public body
as a meeting that is not on the schedule of regular meetings, and is called as needed to
address business between regular meetings.
g. Facilitator: a person or thing that makes an action or process easy or easier. For public
meetings, the facilitator can be designated by the meeting chair to execute the items
outlines in sections 4, 5, & 6 of this policy, with the intent of maintaining order and
efficiently conducting the business of the body in a public forum. The Chair is still the
designated leader of the meeting unless absent. The Chair is responsible for open and
adjourning the meeting, calling for motions and votes, and ensuring the agenda is
followed. When absent, the remainder of membership will vote to designate a
Chairperson.

4. Prior to a meeting
a. A public notice for a meeting of a public body must always be posted at its principal
office, either within 10 days of the setting of a schedule of regular meetings, or at least
18 hours prior to a special meeting. (MCL 15.264)
b. The Clerk or meeting organizer will provide an agenda for membership and public. (See
Attachment - A for suggested Agenda contents)
c. The Clerk or meeting organizer will provide a conference phone number on the posted
agenda for those members and public who are unwilling or unable to meet in-person. See
DeWitt Township Clerk to have a conference number assigned.
d. COVID-19: the State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
Emergency Order under MCL 333.2253 – Gatherings and Face Mask Order dated
March 2, 2021, sec. 2.a.2, prohibits indoor gatherings at non-residential venues except
where no more than 25 persons are gathered. Until April 19, 2021, all public meetings
are to be posted and conducted as hybrid in-person / virtual meetings for both
membership and public, utilizing the steps outlined below.
e. COVID-19: Senate Bill 1108, and Senate Bill 1246, and Clinton County Board of
Commissioners Declaration for a Local “State of Emergency” allows a public body to
conduct electronic meetings virtually for any reason until March 31April 30, 2021. More
information from Senate Bill 1108 and 1246 can be found in Section 7 of this document.
f. Initiate the conference call 15 minutes prior to established start time of meeting.

3

g. Instruct remote participants to dial-in at 5-to-15 minutes prior to established start time of
meeting.
h. The Clerk, recording secretary, or meeting facilitator will monitor call-ins and provide
the meeting Chairperson or facilitator with a written roll of all attendees in person and on
call at time of call-to-order. Late attendees will be asked to identify themselves by name
when they dial-in. (Attachment – B)
i. The meeting Chairperson calls the meeting to order. The Clerk, recording secretary, or
meeting facilitator will monitor the call, and will announce membership and guests (“on
the call we have…”, “the Clerk / recording secretary has recorded the roll…”).
j. The meeting Chairperson or facilitator may invite on-call membership to make opening
comments.

5. During the Meeting
a. The Chair / Facilitator must strictly maintain order.
i. Questions and comments asked of membership and guests are done by title and
name.
ii. Only one person will be allowed to speak at a time.
iii. Requests to speak by membership and guests (interruptions) are not allowed as
each member or guest will be afforded the opportunity to speak at the designated
time.
iv. Those members, guests, and any public attending on conference call shall be
reminded to keep their phones on mute. They will be called upon to comment at
the appropriate time.
b. The agenda will be followed in its familiar format. (Attachment – A)
i. As mentioned above, membership may be invited for an opening comment before
any business is conducted.
ii. Membership and guests will be afforded their usual end-of-meeting comment
time.
c. All votes (agenda, consent agenda, new and old business) will be conducted as a ROLL
CALL VOTE.
d. Only the vote of adjournment shall be done as a voice vote (“all in favor…”)
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6. Conducting Old / New Business
a. Chair / Facilitator introduces member or guest responsible for presenting the business
item.
b. Member or guest presents business item. (present proposal)
c. Chair / Facilitator initiates a round-table discussion, calling membership by title and
name, in turn, as appropriate.
i. Clarification & question round, if necessary. All questions will be answered by
the appropriate person(s), in the order received, at the end of the completed round
(not one at a time).
ii. A second clarification & question round, if necessary. Again, all questions will
be answered by the appropriate person(s), in the order received, at the end of the
completed round (not one at a time).
iii. Amendments to the proposed action, if appropriate, by any member.
iv. Further discussion round.
d. When every member has contributed to their satisfaction, meeting Chair or Facilitator
can call for a motion.
e. Motion will be called by meeting Chair or Facilitator, at random, by calling member by
title and name. Member will be asked if they would like to make a motion on the
suggested action, and member may make motion, or decline and another member will be
chosen at random. Clerk or recording secretary will record motion.
f. Second will be called by meeting Chair or Facilitator, at random, by calling member by
title and name, excluding member who made motion. Member will be asked if they
would like to make a motion on the suggested action, and member may make motion, or
decline and another member will be chosen at random. Clerk or recording secretary will
record second.
g. The public will be invited to comment. Public attending by phone conference will be
invited to comment by dialing 5* on their phone keypad. The Chair or meeting
facilitator may then call upon members of the public, in turn, by using their phone
number as listed in the conference program provided by the Clerk.
h. The Clerk or recording secretary will take a roll call vote and announce the result of the
vote.
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7. Attendance
a. Attendance for meetings of DeWitt Township’s Public Bodies will be kept by the
recording secretary.
i. Present
ii. Excused Absent
iii. Unexcused Absent
b. Attendance requirements are outlined in each body’s bylaws.
c. COVID-19: At this time, in-person or remote attendance shall construe full participation
in that it can be utilized for both the making of a quorum and voting. This will be
readdressed as Executive Orders and other changes get rolled-out due to the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic.
d. COVID-19: Senate Bill 1108, and Senate Bill 1246, allows a public body to conduct
electronic meetings virtually for any reason until March 31, 2021. After March 31, 2021,
public bodies may only meet remotely under certain statutorily prescribed
circumstances. From March 31, 2021, to December 31, 2021, public bodies may only
meet remotely under the following circumstances requiring accommodation of absent
members due to:
• military duty;
• a medical condition; the OMA is amended to define a "medical condition" as an
illness, injury, disability or other health-related condition;
• a statewide or local state of emergency or state of disaster declared pursuant to
law or charter by the governor or a local official or local governing body (and
meeting held in person would risk the personal health or safety of members of the
public or the public body).
After December 31, 2021, only members of public bodies who are absent due to military
duty may participate remotely in public meetings.
e. Electronic Meeting Requirements Senate Bill 1108 and Senate Bill 1246
• Electronic meetings must be "conducted in a manner that permits 2-way
communication so that members of the public body can hear and be heard by
other members of the public body, and so that public participants can hear
members of the public body and can be heard by members of the public body and
other participants during a public comment period."
• Public bodies must post notice at least 18 hours in advance of a meeting held
electronically if the public body "directly or indirectly maintains an official
internet presence." The advance notice must be posted on the public body's
website on either the homepage or on a separate webpage dedicated to public
notices for non-regularly scheduled or electronic meetings that is fully accessible
to the public, and must include, among other things:
• A statement as to why the public body is meeting electronically;
o How members of the public may participate in the electronic meeting;
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o If the public body has prepared an agenda for the meeting, the agenda
must be made available to the public on the public body's website at least
2 hours before the electronic meeting begins.
• Further, the amendments impose a new requirement for any member of the public
body participating remotely to publicly announce, at the outset of the meeting,
that he or she is participating remotely. If the announcing member's remote
participation is for any reason other than military duty, the member must
announce his or her physical location "by stating the county, city, township, or
village and state from which he or she is attending the meeting remotely." The
member's public announcement must be included in the meeting minutes.
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ATTACHMENT – A
Suggested Agenda

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820
____day, ______ ___, 20___
__:00 __M
Per the State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Emergency Order – Gatherings and Face Mask Order dated November
15, 2020, and the Open Meetings Act (OMA) 1976 PA 267, this meeting will be held virtually by phone conference. Per OMA, Board members and
public may listen and participate at the phone number below.
Meeting Dial-in: (623) 600-3750, PIN: 457968
The call will be muted to reduce interference with proceedings. The public will be invited to make comments during the public comment sections of the
meeting as well as before any vote. If you desire to comment, you will be invited to dial 5* so the Clerk can unmute your line. Please contact the Clerk’s
Office at (517) 668-0270 with any additional questions.

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER – REGULAR BOARD MEETING __:00 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
*Verbal roll of members present and on conference call
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS*
PUBLIC HEARING
PRESENTATIONS
COUNTY COMMISSIONER REPORT
CORRESPONDENCE
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC** & STAFF COMMENTS
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
ADJOURNMENT

Note:

Public Participation Policy adopted 9/11/89 provides:

*Public Comments on agenda items shall be limited to three (3) minutes. Any citizen may address the Board regarding any agenda item at this time,
or they may reserve the right to address the Board when the agenda item is discussed. Each citizen is limited to a total of 3 minutes on any one issue.
**Extended Public Comments - limited to five (5) minutes. Any topic of Township interest can be addressed.
DeWitt Charter Township will provide to individuals with disabilities, reasonable auxiliary aids and services which are needed to fully participate in any
Township meeting, providing a 72 hour notice is received by phone or in writing. Contact DeWitt Charter Township, Clerk’s office, 1401 W. Herbison
Road, DeWitt, MI 48820, or phone (517) 668-0270 to request the necessary assistance.
Board policy prohibits the use of cellular phones, pagers, and the noise emitted from the same. Please disengage ringers on cell phones and
pagers, and leave the meeting room if you need to have a phone conversation.
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ATTACHMENT - B
Attendance Roll
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1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820
March 22, 2021 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes

The Regular Meeting of the DeWitt Charter Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Supervisor
Galardi at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
MEMBERS PRESENT
Location
I=In-Person
C=Call-In

Supervisor Rick Galardi (Greenback, TN-C), Clerk Adam Cramton (DeWitt Twp, MI-I),
Treasurer Sandy Stump (DeWitt Twp, MI-I), and Trustees David Seeger (DeWitt Twp,
MI-I), Brian Ross (late, DeWitt Twp, MI-C), David Fedewa (DeWitt Twp, MI-I), and
Steven Smith (DeWitt Twp, MI-I).

MEMBERS ABSENT None.
ALSO PRESENT
I=In-Person
C=Call-In

Fire Chief Dave DeKorte-I, Police Chief Mike Gute-I, Manager Andrew Dymczyk-I, and
Community Development Director Brett Wittenberg-I.

AGENDA

Trustee Smith questioned the legality of the 25-person limit on gatherings as mandated
by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. He is uncomfortable with
the agenda language explaining the limitation. Trustee Smith has agreed to meet with
Clerk Cramton, Manager Dymczyk, and a Township Attorney to resolve the issue.
Seeger moved, Fedewa seconded, to approve the Agenda.
AYES: Seeger, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Ross.
Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA Stump moved, Galardi seconded, to approve the Consent Agenda, which included
the following: Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Draft Minutes, March 8, 2021;
and 2020/2021 General Vouchers 72704-72753, Tax Vouchers 9231-9243.
AYES: Seeger, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Ross.
Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT None.
PUBLIC HEARING

None.

PRESENTATION

None.

COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
REPORT

Trustee Smith questioned when the Board may see a Commissioner report again.
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CORRESPONDENCE Correspondence included the following: DeWitt Township Police Department February
2021 Activity Report; Clinton County Sheriff’s Office February 2021 Jail Billing;
Lansing State Journal Article – Irene Dunham; Consumers Energy Notice of Hearing;
and 2021 Board of Review Summary.
Trustee Fedewa expressed concern for the greatly reduced Jail revenue during the
COVID pandemic.
UNFINISHED
BUSINESS
Second Reading –
At the February 22, 2021 Township Board meeting, the Board concurred with the
Proposed Ordinance
Planning Commission’s recommendation and approved, on first reading, with the
Amendment 20-2 –
Planning Commission recommended action.
Marihuana Operations
Smith moved, Cramton seconded, that the Township Board, based on a unanimous
recommendation from the Planning Commission at their meeting of February 1,
2021, and after finding that the proposed amendment has complied with the process
for amending the Zoning Ordinance, approve the second reading of Ordinance 202 as it relates to the establishment of Marihuana Operations, based on the finding
that the proposed amendment complies with the process for amending the Zoning
Ordinance.
AYES: Seeger, Ross, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: None.
Motion carried.

Second Reading Marihuana Operations
Ordinance No. 202102-01

In September of 2020, the Board directed the Manager’s Office to explore possible
outcomes and best practices on medical and recreational marihuana facilities in a
business capacity for grower, processor, safety compliance and secure transport. Since
that time, staff has been working diligently with the Planning Commission towards best
practice for implementation of those outlined business capacities. A component of this
implementation is a general law ordinance.
The proposed general law ordinance is inclusive as it regulates all aspects of marihuana
operations within the Township: activities and land use. Since enactment of Medical
Marihuana Facilities Licenses Act (2016) and Michigan Regulation and Taxation of
Marihuana Act (2018), there has been some debate as to whether a municipality may
simply only need to adopt a general law ordinance, and not amend its zoning ordinance.
A consensus among municipal attorneys is that the general law ordinances must be
enacted to regulate activities, and the zoning ordinance must be amended if a
municipality significantly regulates marihuana operations land use.
First reading of the proposed ordinance occurred at our February 22, 2021 regular board
meeting.
Smith moved, Stump seconded, to adopt Ordinance No. 2021-02-01 Marihuana
Operations on second reading.
AYES: Seeger, Ross, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: None.
Motion carried.
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NEW BUSINESS
School Agreements for DeWitt Charter Township enters into collection agreements with schools that elect to
Collection of Property have school taxes collected on the summer tax roll. Pursuant to 1976 PA 451, as
Taxes
amended, the Township is authorized and directed to negotiate a reasonable fee for
expenses incurred in assessing and collecting school taxes on the summer levy. The
following schools collect tax on the summer roll. The fee is calculated upon a cost per
parcel basis and the proposed rate is unchanged from previous tax collection cycles.

School
Clinton County
RESA
DeWitt
East Lansing
Ingham
Intermediate
Lansing Public
LCC

% of tax
levied
100%

# of
parcels
3,234

Rate

2021 Tax Collection
Fee
$0.90 $2,910.60

50%
100%
100%

3,234
22
2,411

$3.00 $9,702.00
$3.00
$66.00
$0.90 $2,169.90

50%
100%

2,389
5,645

$3.00 $7,167.00
$0.90 $5,080.50
$27,096.00

Schools that collect on the winter tax roll when the DeWitt Charter Township’s millages
are levied, are not charged a collection fee. Therefore, Bath and St. Johns public schools
are not charged a fee.
Galardi moved, Cramton seconded, to approve executing agreements for the
collection of summer property taxes at a rate of $3.00/per parcel for school districts
and $0.90/per parcel for intermediate school districts and Lansing Community
College; and authorize the Supervisor and Treasurer to execute the agreements as
presented.
AYES: Seeger, Ross, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: None.
Motion carried.

DeWitt Crossings
South Streetlights –
Set Public Hearing

Cramton moved, Stump seconded, to adopt resolution R2021-03-02, setting a Public
Hearing for the creation of a special lighting district to be known as DeWitt
Crossings South on Monday, April 26, 2021 at 7:00 PM, during the DeWitt Charter
Township Regular Board Meeting, and authorize the Clerk to post, publish, and
notify residents accordingly.
AYES: Seeger, Ross, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: None.
Motion carried.

N. Cedar St.
Streetlights – Set
Public Hearing

DeWitt Township has received a petition from residents living on N. Cedar St. who wish
to have streetlighting added where currently there are none. There are 28 residential
parcels, and we have received 19 signatures in support of adding streetlights, exceeding
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the 50% required. The addition of the lights would require the establishment of a new
lighting district.
I have spoken with Consumer’s Energy and they recommend 3 to 4 cobrahead-style LED
lights on existing utility poles at a cost of $100 each for installation, costing a one-time
estimated $14.29 on the Winter Tax Roll. The estimated cost to power the lights will be
determined before a Public Hearing is noticed.
Trustee Smith expressed concern about the limitations on in-person attendance.
Cramton moved, Stump seconded, to adopt resolution R2021-03-03, setting a Public
Hearing for the creation of a special lighting district to be known as N. Cedar St.,
and installation of 4 cobrahead-style LED streetlights on N. Cedar St. on Monday,
April 26, 2021 at 7:00 PM, during the DeWitt Charter Township Regular Board
Meeting, and authorize the Clerk to post, publish, and notify residents accordingly.
AYES: Seeger, Ross, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: None.
Motion carried.
Employment Contract – The Township has been without a backup Plumbing Inspector who is called up to
Plumbing Inspector
perform plumbing inspections/plan review when the Inspector is unavailable. I have met
with Mr. Penix and would recommend this hire.
Ross moved, Fedewa seconded, to approve the employment contract with Barry
Penix contingent upon the successful completion of the pre-employment physical
and authorize the Clerk and Manager to execute the same.
AYES: Seeger, Ross, Fedewa, Smith, Stump, Cramton, Galardi.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: None.
Motion carried.
DISCUSSION – Police
and Fire Departments –
Monthly Board
Reporting

The DeWitt Township Public Safety Committee has been tasked with an overall
improvement of the monthly reports provided to the Board. The output of this discussion
would be information that the Public Safety Committee can use in its discussions with the
respective Departments. Ideally, an acceptable format, required information, and an
understanding of the systems that feed the requested reporting, would generate the
desired information with minimal effort or time spent by staff of the departments.
Public Safety Committee Chair, Steve Musselman, as well as the Board-appointed
representative, David Seeger, were both available for discussion.
Clerk Cramton provided some recent examples of monthly reporting from the Fire and
Police Departments.
Trustee and Public Safety Committee Board Appointee Seeger does not see a need for a
major overhaul of the reporting from the departments. He feels the decision on content
and format should be left up to the Chiefs.
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Public Safety Chairperson Steve Musselman highlighted the areas of each department’s
reporting that he feels are important. He enjoys the narratives from the Police
Department and feels that the same could be provided from the Fire Department. He
would like to see a new department member profile for each report to enable the Board
and the public to get to know their public safety personnel.
Trustee Smith likes to review the training reports as they indicate a high level of skill in
our public safety personnel.
Trustee Seeger also enjoys reading the narratives from the Police Department.
Trustee Ross feels it is important for the Chiefs to figure out what they feel is important
to present to the Board, and he enjoys the narratives. Historically, Trustee Ross has
enjoyed the staff profiles in the annual report.
Trustee Fedewa likes the different approach that each Chief brings to reporting. He also
feels that the data presented can be broken down into more specific instances. Trustee
Fedewa also reminded the Board that the Chiefs are afforded the opportunity to offer
narratives in extended staff comment at the end of each Board meeting.
Treasurer Stump wants to know the format and context of the data that is pulled for the
reports. She wants to ensure that reporting doesn’t create excess work for the
departments. She also has some concern about the narratives being a sensitive matter for
those involved.
Clerk Cramton stated that his priority for this project, along with increasing the quality of
the data presented, is to simplify the reporting and make it easier for the departments. He
added that many of the desires expressed this evening have been included in past reports
that, for various reasons, have been eliminated. He feels that the Fire Department has
been forced to change their reporting over the years to not include narratives and specific
data.
Supervisor Galardi stated that the Fire Department reporting has been changed for
numerous reasons related to specific projects.
Trustee Smith commented that he would like to see the number of responding officers /
firefighters per incident. He feels that the Police Department is in crisis with its low level
of staffing. He questioned why open positions in the Police Department have not been
filled. Trustee Smith feels that more targeted data could assist in evaluating necessary
staffing levels.
Police Chief Mike Gute admitted that the Police Department is operating at a stressed
level of staffing due to various factors. He stated that the department is in the process of
hiring three officers, and that this is not enough. He is looking forward to the near term
and adding officers to the department.
Fire Chief Dave DeKorte stated that no report has been generated for January or February
due to implementation of a new computer system for reporting. Likely, there will not be
a March report, as well. It is hoped that the new system will be easier to extract data
from, but currently the department is in the data input phase. He reaffirmed that the Fire
Department was tasked with modifying their reports for specific data requests from the
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Board, and that narratives were removed due to sensitivity and HIPA concerns. Chief
DeKorte offered to present his monthly activity report if the Board wishes to see it.
Supervisor Galardi tasked Chairperson Musselman with taking the evenings discussion
back to the Public Safety Committee. Chairperson Musselman agreed and added that he
is surprised that Fire Department response time has not yet been suggested. He added
that the committee will meet with the Chiefs.

EXTENDED PUBLIC, Fire Chief Dave DeKorte thanked the Board for the recent purchase of a new command
STAFF, & BOARD
vehicle. He updated the Board about the Township response to a large multi-department
COMMENTS
fire in Leslie. The Fire Department also responded to the recent incident on Mayfield
Drive. Chief DeKorte informed the Board that he continues to update Department Heads
on the latest COVID information from Michigan Department of Health and Humans
Services, and that there will be a state-wide tornado drill at 1:00 PM on March 25th.
Police Chief Mike Gute informed the Board that the Police Station lobby is being
disinfected for a confirmed COVID exposure. Chief Gute also updated the Board on the
incident that occurred on Mayfield Drive. Lastly, Chief Gute informed the Board that
PA393 will take effect on April 1 and will drastically impact the Departments ability to
incarcerate offenders. Supervisor Galardi informed the Board members if they have any
questions about PA393 to reach out to Chief Gute.
Manager Dymczyk provided updates on the following:
• Annual Clinton County Road Commission meeting
• eNews this week
• Township audit this week
• Road speed petition received for Solon Rd.
• Austin v. DeWitt Settlement
• Arbitration award draft
• Posting for three new Police Officers
• Housing Study final draft
• Assessor, Laura Tafelsky retirement
Supervisor Galardi called for the forming of a Public Safety Financing Committee
consisting of Trustee Smith, Trustee Fedewa, himself, and Manager Dymczyk. All
agreed to participate.
Trustee Seeger informed the Board that April 24th is the Clinton County Department of
Waste Management spring collection event, and it is being run by appointment only. He
also presented Supervisor Galardi with information regarding farmland preservation.
Trustee Fedewa commented that there are many variables in play when considering
staffing levels in the Police and Fire Departments. He feels the Board’s motivation is
always to improve things both for residents and staff.
Treasurer Stump informed the Board that the annual audit is underway and that sewer
bills have been sent. She stated that the warm weather has caused an increase in calls for
pavilion rentals in Township parks.
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ADJOURNMENT

Seeger moved, Ross seconded, to adjourn at 8:43 PM.
Motion voted and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Adam Cramton, Clerk

Rick Galardi, Supervisor

SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Steven Smith
Brian Ross
David Seeger

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

Township Board

FROM:

Andrew Dymczyk, Township Manager

SUBJECT:

PA425 Conditional Interlocal Agreement with the City of Lansing

DATE:

April 8, 2021

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

Emergent BioSolutions is considering locations for a prospective business expansion and a
specific site in the DeWitt Charter Township-Lansing region is an attractive option. The
proposed Public Act 425 conditional interlocal land use transfer agreement between DeWitt
Charter Township and the City of Lansing is an important step to enable infrastructure support
and financing tools to make any future project assessment feasible and an attractive option to
choose our location over out-of-state options.
The proposed Public Act 425 conditional agreement covers a single land parcel of approximately
34 acres, west of DeWitt Road and south of Port Lansing Road, which is currently owned by
Emergent. To the north and west of the proposed Public Act 425 conditional interlocal
agreement is property already under an existing Public Act 425 agreement between the
Township and City as part of the Port Lansing Next Michigan Development Corporation. This
proposed Public Act 425 conditional interlocal agreement’s terms match those of the existing
Port Lansing Next Michigan Development Corporation Public Act 425 agreement.

Emergent submitted a preliminary site plan to DeWitt Charter Township for review to determine
feasibility of constructing a 280,000 square foot industrial building. Additional details would be
provided by Emergent and Lansing Economic Area Partnership if the prospective project plans
are finalized, and the decision is made to move forward.
The proposed Public Act 42 conditional agreement acts as a foundational and enabling
framework only for Emergent to assess future growth opportunities. Emergent would need to
return to Lansing City Council for consideration of a Brownfield Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
Plan (Brownfield Plan) via Public Act 381 and an Industrial Facilities Tax Abatement (IFT
Abatement) through Public Act 198 for a potential project. If a project does not materialize on
this site in the coming years for any reason, the proposed conditional Public Act 425 Agreement
would be nullified, and the property would revert back to the jurisdiction of DeWitt Charter
Township.
Attached is the proposed agreement for a proposed Public Act 425 conditional agreement
between DeWitt Charter Township and the City of Lansing, conditional first amendment to the
Public Act 425 Agreement Capital Region International Airport –Area #1, conditional first
amendment to the Public Act 425 Agreement Capital Region International Airport –Area #2,
Public Act 425 Agreement Capital Region International Airport –Area #1 and Public Act 425
Agreement Capital Region International Airport –Area #2.
STRATEGIC PLAN:
Strategic: Fiscal and Organizational Excellence
Strategies: Continue discussion with regional jurisdictions to determine if new
opportunities exist
Strategic: Community and Economic Development
Strategies: Encourage a variety of businesses and a diverse housing stock
Objectives: Increase Economic Development initiatives to promote commercial
and industrial growth
Strategic: Community and Economic Development
Strategies: Work with the City of Lansing to assist the expansion and growth of the
Capital Region International Airport
Objectives: Work with LEAP and MEDC to attract new business opportunities
and retain existing businesses
SUGGESTED ACTION:
Set a Public Hearing for executing a Public Act 425 conditional interlocal land use transfer
Agreement between DeWitt Charter Township and the City of Lansing for the purpose of a
prospective business expansion on Monday, May 24, 2021, at 7:00 PM, during the DeWitt
Charter Township Regular Board Meeting and authorize the Clerk to post, publish, and notify
residents accordingly.
H:\Andrew\Board\2021\04.12.21\425 Agreement City of Lansing.doc
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AGREEMENT FOR CONDITIONAL TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
PURSUANT TO 1984 PA. 425
BY AND BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF DeWITT AND THE CITY OF LANSING

This Agreement (“Agreement”) made this ______ day of ____________________, 2021,
between the CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DeWITT (the “Township”), a Michigan charter
township organized and operating under the Charter Township Act, MCL 42.1, et seq., as
amended, and the CITY OF LANSING (the “City”), a Michigan municipal corporation
(individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”).
WHEREAS, Township and City seek a regional partnership that will retain and attract
businesses and jobs related to, and encourage, economic growth in the City and Township; and
WHEREAS, The City and Township find that the conditional transfer of the Transferred
Area (defined herein) from the Township to the City pursuant to this Agreement and law will
assist economic development and benefit the residents of the City and Township, including
revenue that will support economic development; and
WHEREAS, this is an Agreement economically beneficial to the entire Mid-Michigan
region; and
WHEREAS, the Township and the City are municipal corporations organized and
existing pursuant to the laws of this State and are “local units” within the meaning of PA 1984
No. 425 (MCL 124.21 et seq.) “Act 425”; and
WHEREAS, Act 425 enables such local units, by written contract, to conditionally
transfer property and jurisdiction pertaining to such property for the purpose of an economic
development project or projects and to secure various public improvements and infrastructure
necessary to develop the conditionally transferred property; and, in addition, the Township and
City have agreed upon certain factors prior to entering into this written Agreement
conditionally transferring the property, and, pursuant to Act 425, the Township, before signing
this Agreement, held a public hearing on the ______ day of ____________________, 2021,
regarding this conditional transfer agreement, and the City of Lansing held a public hearing on
the ______ day of ____________________, 20__ regarding this same Agreement, both preceded
by Notice in accordance with the requirements of the Michigan Open Meetings Act;
WHEREAS, the Township and City further find that the conditional transfer of property
from the Township to the City pursuant to this Agreement will provide for certain municipal
services to the Transferred Area, will assist economic development and be beneficial to the
residents of the Township and City, and will work to prevent conditions of unemployment;
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WHEREAS, this Agreement is meant to strengthen a mutual relationship between
Township and City.
NOW THEREFORE, and pursuant to Act 425 of 1984, the Parties agree as follows:
ARTICLE I
DEFINITIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS
Section 1.1

Definitions.

A. “Agreement” means this Agreement for Conditional Transfer of Property;
B. “Transferred Area” means that portion of the Township legally described in Exhibit
A and depicted in Exhibit B;
C. “BWL” shall mean the Lansing Board of Water and Light, a City-owned municipal
utility supplier:
D. “Electric Service” means electric generation, transmission and distribution or any
part thereof.
E. “Company” means Emergent BioSolutions or any successor entity.
F. “Tri-Party Development Agreement” means an agreement between the Parties and
the Company which includes, inter alia, procedures and responsibilities relating to
tax incentives and/or reimbursement of eligible brownfield costs.
Section 1.2

Representations.

The Township and the City represent that before entering into this Agreement the
following factors were considered:
A. Composition of the population; population density; land areas and land uses;
assessed valuation; topography, natural boundaries and drainage basins; and past
and probable future growth, including population increase and business and
commercial development in the area, and the comparative data for the Township
and the portion of the Township remaining after the transfer of the Transferred
Area.
B. The need for organized community services; the present costs and adequacy of
governmental services in the Transferred Area; the practicality of supplying such
services to the Transferred Area; the probable effect of the transfer and of the
alternative courses of action on the costs and adequacy of services in the Transferred
Area and on the remaining portion of the Township; the probable change in taxes
and tax rate in the Transferred Area in relation to the benefits expected to accrue
from such transfer; and the financial ability of the Township and the City by itself
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and through its BWL to provide and maintain municipal and governmental services
in the Transferred Area.
C. The general effect upon the Parties of the transfer, and the relationship of the transfer
to applicable land use plans.
ARTICLE II
AREA AND JURISDICTION TRANSFERRED
Section 2.1

Transfer of Property.

The Transferred Area consists of approximately ___ (___) acres and shall be
conditionally transferred from the jurisdiction of the Township to the jurisdiction of the City for
the purposes specified in this Agreement.
Section 2.2

Jurisdiction – Governmental Services.

A. Water Distribution and Electric Service within the Transferred Area.
Public water distribution and electric service for the Transferred Area shall be provided
by the City, subject to state law regarding any existing electrical franchises pertaining to
existing electrical services. The Township consents to the use of public roads, rights-of-way and
easements throughout the Township for purposes of extension of water and electric distribution
systems to the Transferred Area. The Township agrees to support acquisition and/or permitting
that may be needed to effectuate this provision. The Transferred Area shall be considered as
being within the corporate limits and jurisdiction of the City for the purpose of constructing
service lines and laterals on public property for connection with the City’s water distribution
system and electric service, respectively, and the conduct of a water and electric service utility
business therein.
B. Sanitary Sewer Service (Subject to Public Service review)
1. It is understood that the properties and or facilities currently being served
by a public sanitary sewer system shall continue to be served by that
sewer system, with all rights under said system.
2. Sanitary Sewer Service Zone-_________ (Defined on Attachment-A): The
City shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the sanitary sewer system
within Zone-________of the Transferred Area.
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If, as determined by the Lansing City Engineer, the City is unable to serve
any portion of Zone-_______, the City agrees to allow the owner of that
portion to seek an alternative sanitary sewer service provider.
3. Sanitary Sewer Service Area-________(Defined on Attachment-A):
Requests for the extension of public sanitary sewer systems in Zone______ shall be submitted to both the City and Township to determine
their respective abilities to serve.
The agency to which service is directed to will be based upon: system
capacity, construction cost, annual operation and maintenance costs, and
replacement costs.
a. Disputes regarding sewer service jurisdiction shall be resolved by:
i.

The recommendation of an independent engineering study
commissioned by both Parties. The study shall include but is
not limited to: system capacity, construction costs, annual
operation and maintenance costs, and replacement costs.

4. All lands within the Transferred Area shall abide by the sanitary sewer
ordinances, regulations, standards, and laws of the municipality providing
sanitary sewer service.
5. Design of any public sanitary sewer system shall be in accordance with the
requirements of the municipality which is to take ownership of said
system, as well as the requirements of the State of Michigan.
The construction of a public sanitary sewer system may be accomplished
through a “Letter of Intent , “Petition”, or other public infrastructure
funding mechanisms, allowed under municipal ordinances.
6. Private sanitary sewer connections to the public sanitary sewer systems
shall be done in accordance with this agreement and the ordinances and
laws of the municipality providing sanitary sewer service.
7. Approval and permitting of private plumbing systems in accordance with
Section 2.2 (D)
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C. Police and Fire Services.
In the Transferred Area, fire, emergency medical services, and police protection shall be
provided by and under the jurisdiction of the City. 911 services shall be provided by Clinton
County. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to modify or terminate the provisions of
any fire or law enforcement mutual aid agreements or other agreements to which the City or
Township is a party.
D. Administrative Code Enforcement.
Within the Transferred Area land state construction code (including issuance of building
and other permits), electrical, mechanical, plumbing, housing and fire code, international
property maintenance code, and rental code administration and enforcement shall be within the
jurisdiction of the Township.
E. Storm Water Management.
For the purpose of storm water drainage and regulation the property shall remain as
currently managed by Clinton County Drain Commissioner.
Section 2.3

Jurisdiction – Zoning and Land Use.

A.
The zoning within the transferred area shall be under the jurisdiction of the City,
but the City will maintain the most applicable zoning equivalent to that of the Township as of
the effective date of the Agreement. In addition, the City and the Township shall:
1. Agree to discuss and review all changes in the configuration and use of the
Transferred Area; and
2. Within six (6) months from the date of this Agreement, said the Parties shall
develop a joint basic plan (also known as a comprehensive or master plan). Said
plan shall take into consideration and, where possible, incorporate the
Township’s Comprehensive and South Central Area Plan and portions of the
City Comprehensive Plan dealing with the Transferred Area, if any.
Furthermore, this plan shall describe development objectives as well as explore
funding resources for infrastructure (roads and utilities) necessary for
development of vacant Airport property. The cost of comprehensive planning
will be borne equally by the Township and City. The cost of such planning shall
be equally divided between the Parties to this Agreement. The Parties also agree
to review and update the Transferred Area Comprehensive Plan at least every
five (5) years hereafter.
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B.
For purposes of preliminary and final site plan review relating to land uses
within the Transferred Area, the Township shall be accorded agency status under the zoning
and building codes of the City.
C.
The City agrees to notify the Township of any new development or changes in
operations that may affect residents living in the Township.
Section 2.4

Jurisdiction – Taxes and Assessments.

A.
Real and Personal Property Taxing Jurisdiction.
For purposes of real and personal property assessment, taxation, and the granting of any
tax exemptions except as provided in Section 2.6 the Transferred Area shall be considered to be
within the City:
1.

All real and personal property within the Transferred Area shall be taxed
at millage rates levied by the City for City operations and any special
voted millage.

B.

City Income Tax Jurisdiction.
Effective January 1 in the first year after adoption of this Agreement, and for the
remaining term of this Agreement and any extensions thereof, for purposes of City of Lansing
income taxes, the 425 Area shall be within the corporate limits and jurisdiction of the City.
C.
Special Assessments.
The Transferred Area shall be treated as being within the corporate limits and
jurisdiction of the City for purposes of special assessments. In the event that a special
assessment is levied in connection with sanitary sewer appurtenances for service to be provided
by the Township, the City herewith consents that unpaid special assessments for that purpose
shall constitute a lien on the property assessed in favor of the Township.
D.
Drain Assessments.
The Transferred Property shall be considered as part of City for County or inter-county
drain assessments or costs. All drain assessments will continue to be administered under the
same procedures that are in place at the time of execution of the Agreement. The City agrees
that any unpaid assessments levied by the Township for that purpose shall constitute a lien on
the property assessed in favor of the Township.
Section 2.5

Jurisdiction – Rates, Connection Fees, and Electrical Service.

A.
Utility and Other Services. All rates, charges and fees for solid waste disposal,
recycling, electric services, chilled water and steam generation, and any other utility service
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provided by the City shall be calculated, levied and collected by the City and BWL in
accordance with the then-current rates and ordinances applicable to other property within the
corporate limits of the City, and as may be adjusted by the City and BWL pursuant to ratemaking authority.
B.
Connection Fees. Where required by ordinance or resolution, connection fees
and capital charges for water and sanitary sewer connections in the Transferred Area shall be at
the rates normally charged by the municipality which is providing said service, and shall
belong to that entity.
Section 2.6

Liens for Utility Service.

Liens for electric and water service made against real property in the Transferred Area
shall be created and remain in full force and effect as if the Transferred Area were within the
corporate limits of the City, and liens for sanitary sewage disposal shall be created and remain
in full force and effect as if the Transferred Area were located within the territorial limits of the
entity providing said service.
Section 2.7.

Utility Rights of Way.

A.
The Township grants the right, power and authority to the City and BWL, a
municipal utility, its successors and assigns (collectively the “City”) to construct, set, lay,
operate, repair, maintain and use electric lines, consisting of poles, wires, cables, pipes,
conduits, masts, towers, cross arms, guys, braces, feeders, transmission wires, transformers, and
other electrical appliances, on, along, over, under, through and across the highways, streets,
alleys, bridges, and other public places, for the sole purpose of providing electric utility service
to the Transferred Area.
B.
All utility infrastructure erected by the City within the Township shall be located
so as not to cause unnecessary interference with the proper use of streets, alleys, and other
public ways and places so as not to cause unnecessary interference with the rights or reasonable
convenience of property owners who adjoin any streets, alleys or other public ways and places.
C.
All City utility infrastructure to be erected under, at or on street crossings,
highway crossings or railroad crossings including State, Turner and DeWitt Roads, shall be in
full compliance as to construction as required by the laws of the State of Michigan and subject to
the policies, procedures, rules and regulations of the Township and Clinton County.
D.
The City shall at all times, to the extent allowed by law, keep and save the
Township harmless and free from all costs, loss and damage to which the Township may be put
by reason of the negligent construction and maintenance of City infrastructure, the erection and
maintenance of which is hereby authorized. Provided, however, that this indemnification shall
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not in any manner abrogate or diminish the defense of sovereign immunity or governmental
immunity of the parties to others.
E.
The Township shall at all times, to the extent allowed by law, keep and save the
City harmless and free from all costs, loss and damage to which the City may be put by reason
of the negligent construction and maintenance of Township infrastructure, the erection and
maintenance of which is hereby authorized. Provided, however, that this indemnification shall
not in any manner abrogate or diminish the defense of sovereign immunity or governmental
immunity of the parties to others.
Section 2.8

Voting.

Any qualified electors residing within the Transferred Area shall for voting purposes be
considered to be qualified electors of the City entitled to vote in all City, State and Federal
matters.
ARTICLE III
TAXES AND OTHER REVENUE
Section 3.1

Revenue Sharing and Taxing Collection.

During each year commencing with the year following the year in which this Agreement
is adopted, and each year thereafter for the remaining term of this Agreement, the City shall
remit from taxes collected to the Township:
A.
For operating and special voted millage, fifty percent (50%) of all ad valorem
property tax revenue collected on the taxable value of all real and taxable personal property
within the Transferred Area, including all interest and penalties. The City shall retain one
hundred percent (100%) of any debt millage.
B.
Fifty percent (50%) of the City’s industrial facilities tax revenue collected on all
property within the Transferred Area, if any.
C.
Fifty percent (50%) of all income tax revenue received by the City from within
the Transferred Area.
D.
Fifty percent (50%) of all other revenues or fees levied by the City excepting: fees
and charges for utilities as provided in Section 2.5, fire and ambulance fees, and City
infrastructure improvements as provided in Section 2.7.
E.

Tax and collection administration fees shall be retained by the City of Lansing.
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F.
In the event there is a reduction of tax liability paid in previous years which is
the result of an appeal to either the Michigan Tax Tribunal, the Michigan State Tax Commission,
or any other body, the Township and City shall remit any sums paid to each under Section
3.1.A as adjudicated.
G.
The Township shall remain responsible for all pending Michigan Tax Tribunal
appeals at the time of this Agreement.
H.
The Parties acknowledge and agree that City may grant tax incentives and/or the
use of tax increment revenue to reimburse eligible brownfield costs for the benefit of the
Company per a brownfield plan amended to include the Transferred Area pursuant to 1996
P.A. 381 (Brownfield) and/or 1974 P.A. 198 resulting in reduced tax revenue from Company to
the Parties.
Section 3.2

Changes in Tax Structure.

A. Should any real or personal property taxes be reduced, limited or eliminated by the
legislature with respect to any real or personal property or class of property subject to the tax
sharing formula provided in this section, then any substitute tax, source of revenue, fee or
payment in lieu of taxes which the legislature may provide or authorize the City to collect in
lieu of said taxes shall likewise be allocated and remitted to the Township in an amount of 50%
of collected revenues.
B. Except for reductions due to the application of 1996 P.A. 381 (Brownfield) and/or 1974
P.A. 198, during the term of the Agreement if any tax incentive and/or abatement results in a net
reduction in existing revenue to the Township, the Township Board must agree in writing with
the reduction in tax revenue or be made whole by the City of Lansing.
Section 3.3

Funds Related to Public Roads and Rights-of-Way.

The City shall be entitled to apply for, receive and retain all funds related to public roads
and rights-of-way under its jurisdiction in the Transferred Area, except DeWitt, State, and
Turner Road. These roads shall remain under the jurisdiction of the Clinton County Road
Commission.
Section 3.4

Remittance of Taxes and Other Revenue.

The City shall remit to the Township, within sixty (60) days of the City’s receipt of any
taxes, substitute taxes, fees and other revenue (collectively, the “Tax and Other Revenue”), the
Township’s share of the Tax and Other Revenue.
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Section 3.5

Audit Rights.

When remitting the Tax and Other Revenue to the Township, the City shall provide to
the Township a detailed summary accounting of the Tax and Other Revenue. The Township
shall be entitled, upon reasonable notice to the City, to inspect, examine and make copies of the
City’s books, documents and records of the Taxes and Other Revenue. The inspection shall
occur at the City’s offices. Any inspection, examination, or copying of the City’s books,
documents and records shall occur within three (3) years of the Township’s receipt of the Taxes
and Other Revenues.
ARTICLE IV
TERM, TERMINATION AND POST-TERMINATION JURISDICTION
4.1 Term of Agreement.
A.
Initial Term. The initial term of this Agreement shall commence on the date set
forth in Section 6.11 below, and shall terminate on December 31 of the fiftieth (50th) full calendar
year following the effective date, unless renewed as provided herein.
B.
Renewal. Pursuant to Section 2(2) of Act 425, MCL 124.22(2), the legislative
bodies of the Township and City herewith agree to the renewal of this Agreement upon the
same terms for an additional fifty (50) years (provided that the Agreement does not otherwise
terminate prior to the expiration of its initial term) pursuant to Section 4.2, Subsections B
through H below.
4.2 Termination, Rescission and Reversion of Property to the Township.
This Agreement may be terminated by either Party upon sixty (60) days written notice to
the other Party:
A.

By expiration of the term of this Agreement;

B.

By mutual written agreement of the Parties;

C.
By a referendum of the residents of the Township or the City initiated not more
than forty-five (45) days after the approval of the Agreement by the governing body of the
respective local governing unit;
D.
By operation of law in the event a court of competent jurisdiction shall order the
termination of this Agreement;
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E.
Material Breach of this Agreement by the City or Township. In the event such a
breach occurs, the non-breaching Party shall inform the breaching Party in specific detail of the
breach in writing and the steps that need to be taken to cure the breach. The breaching Party
shall have one hundred eighty (180) days in which to cure the breach (the “Cure Period”). In the
event the breach is not cured before expiration of the Cure Period, the non-breaching Party may
seek an order terminating the Agreement from a court of competent jurisdiction.
F.
Failure of the Parties to execute a Tri-Party Development Agreement with
Company within one hundred eighty (180) days from the effective date of this Agreement.
4.3 Effect of Expiration, Termination or Non-renewal.
A.
Jurisdiction. In the event of the termination of this Agreement upon expiration
of its initial term without renewal thereof by the Township, the Transferred Area shall
automatically, unconditionally and for all purposes be within the sole, complete and permanent
jurisdiction of the City or its successor. Upon the termination of this Agreement upon the
expiration of its renewal period, the Transferred Area will automatically, unconditionally and
for all purposes be within the sole, complete and permanent jurisdiction of the City or its
successor. Upon the occurrence of subsections B through E of subsection 4.2 above, the
Transferred Area will become automatically, unconditionally and for all purposes returned to
the sole, complete and permanent jurisdiction of the Township or its successor.
B.
Rights After Expiration, Termination or Non-Renewal, Electrical or Other Utility
Service. Regardless of the method of expiration, termination or non-renewal under this
Agreement, nothing herein shall be construed as transferring ownership of the BWL electric
system or any other City-owned utilities from ownership of the City or, in the event the
Township is providing sanitary sewer service within the Transferred Area, nothing herein shall
be construed as transferring ownership of the Township-owned sanitary sewer system from the
ownership of the Township.
C.
Continuation of Utilities After Expiration, Termination or Non-Renewal. After
termination, expiration or non-renewal of this Agreement, Lansing may continue to provide
electric services to property owners within the Township as may be permitted by law, at the
rates as established by its BWL. As to other utility services, the entity providing utility service
to the property within the Transferred Area, as may be permitted by law, may continue to
provide such service at customer rates and fees charged to others within the party providing the
service.
D.
Special Assessment Collection and Payment. In the event the Transferred
Property reverts to the Township upon termination, the Township shall remain obligated to
collect any outstanding City special assessments and remit all proceeds to the City.
-11-

April 6, 2021
Draft 8
Section 4.4

Prohibition of Annexation.

While this Agreement is in effect, no other method of annexation or transfer shall take
place as to any portion of the Transferred Area and the City shall take action to prevent and
actively oppose annexation, transfer or detachment of any property located in the Township.

ARTICLE V
ENFORCEMENT
Section 5.1

Enforcement, Extension of Dates.

In the event of a dispute between the Parties arising under this Agreement, this
Agreement may be enforced by either Party in an action commenced in the Circuit Court for the
County of Clinton. The parties reserve the right to extend any date or deadline included in this
Agreement, except the termination date. This right of extension shall also be available to the
Parties if the Agreement, or any part thereof, is enjoined or stayed by a court of competent
jurisdiction.
ARTICLE VI
MISCELLANEOUS
Section 6.1

Amendment.

This Agreement may not be amended without the prior written approval of both the
Township Board and the City Council. No third party shall have any vested rights by virtue of
this Agreement.
Section 6.2

Notices.

Any notice, demand or communication required, permitted or desired to be given under
this Agreement shall be deemed effectively given when personally delivered or mailed by first
class or certified mail addressed as follows:
If to the Township:

DeWitt Charter Township Clerk
1401 W. Herbison Road
DeWitt, Michigan 48820
DeWitt Charter Township Manager
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1401 W. Herbison Road
DeWitt, Michigan 48820
DeWitt Charter Township Supervisor
1401 W. Herbison Road
DeWitt, Michigan 48820
If to the City:

City of Lansing Clerk
124 W. Michigan Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48933
City of Lansing Attorney
124 W. Michigan Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48933

The Parties may, by written notice, designate any further or different address to which
subsequent notices, demands or communications may be given.
Section 6.3

Governing Law.

This Agreement has been executed and delivered and it shall be interpreted, construed
and enforced pursuant to and in accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan. All duties
and obligations of the Parties created under this Agreement shall be considered as being
performed in Clinton County, Michigan. The Parties agree that this Agreement was mutually
drafted and cannot be construed against either the City or the Township upon the basis that one
was the scrivener of this Agreement.
Section 6.4

Binding Effect.

This Agreement shall be binding upon the Parties hereto, their successors and assigns.
This Agreement is executed by the City for and on its own behalf and on behalf of its BWL and
shall be binding upon BWL and its officers and employees.
Section 6.5

Assignment.

No assignment of this Agreement or any of the rights and obligations thereunder shall
be valid without the specific written consent of both Parties hereto.
Section 6.6

Severability.

In the event any provision of this Agreement is held to be unenforceable or any portion
of the Transferred Area is held to be invalidly transferred for any reason, the unenforceability or
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invalidity thereof shall not affect the remainder of this Agreement which shall remain in full
force and effect and enforceable in accordance with its terms; except, in the event this
Agreement is held to be void in its entirety, the Transferred Area shall return to the Township’s
complete jurisdiction, except for the City’s jurisdiction over the electric systems within the area.
If, because of the invalidity of any part of this Agreement or Agreements referenced herein,
either Party determines that the material purpose and intent of the Agreement has failed, the
parties shall renegotiate in good faith to amend the Agreement to make it valid and satisfactory
to both parties.
Section 6.7

Articles and Other Headings.

The articles and other headings contained in this Agreement are for reference purposes
only and shall not affect in any way the meaning or interpretation of this Agreement.
Section 6.8

Counterparts.

This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts and each such
counterpart shall be considered a valid original.
Section 6.9

Entire Agreement.

This Agreement supersedes all previous and contemporaneous contracts and constitutes
the entire agreement between the Parties. Neither Party shall be entitled to benefits other than
those specified in this Agreement. No oral statements or prior or contemporaneous written
material not specifically incorporated or reference herein shall be of any force and effect, and
both Parties specifically acknowledge in entering into and executing this Agreement they rely
solely upon the representations and agreements contained in this Agreement, and in the other
contracts specified herein.
Section 6.10

Allocation of Cost of Litigation.

In the event a lawsuit or action is filed challenging this Agreement, the City and
Township shall each bear its own costs of such suit or proceedings, including attorney fees. If,
after conclusion of the lower court proceedings, one of the Parties desires to further proceed on
appeal, and the other Party declines, the party desiring to proceed shall bear all remaining costs.
Settlement of any dispute filed concerning this Agreement shall be approved by both the
Lansing City Council and the DeWitt Charter Township Board.
Section 6.11

Filing and Effective Date.

In accordance with Act 425, following the execution of this Agreement by the Township
and the City, duplicate originals of the Agreement shall be filed with the Clerk of Ingham
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County and with the Michigan Secretary of State. This Agreement, certified by the County
Clerk or Secretary of State, shall be prima facie evidence of the conditional transfer of the
Transferred Area. This Agreement shall be effective on the date it is filed with the Ingham
County Clerk and Secretary of State.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the date
above first written by authority of the respective City Council and Township Board.
DeWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP, a
Michigan charter township

CITY OF LANSING, a Michigan municipal
corporation

By:

By:

______________________________

And:

______________________________

And:

______________________________
______________, Supervisor
______________________________
_______________, Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DeWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY:
By:

______________________________

AND:
LANSING CITY ATTORNEY:
By:

______________________________
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFERRED AREA

COMBINED PARCEL DESCRIPTION:
A PARCEL OF LAND IN THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 32, T.5 N.-R.2 W., TOWNSHIP
OF DEWITT, CLINTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTH 1/4 CORNER OF SAID SECTION 32; THENCE
N.02°03'32"E., ON THE NORTH & SOUTH 1/4 LINE OF SAID SECTION, 1062.07 FEET TO
THE SOUTH LINE AS DESCRIBED IN A 'COVENANT DEED' RECORDED AS
DOCUMENT #5135201 OF CLINTON COUNTY RECORDS; THENCE ON SAID SOUTH
LINE THE FOLLOWING FOUR (4) COURSES: (1) 198.27 FEET ON THE ARC OF A
CURVE TO THE LEFT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 595.55 FEET, AND A LONG CHORD
WHICH BEARS N.68°18'12"E., 197.35 FEET TO A POINT OF TANGENCY; (2) THENCE
N.58°46'04"E., 33.49 FEET TO A POINT OF CURVATURE; (3) THENCE 272.62 FEET ON
THE ARC OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 495.55 FEET, AND A
LONG CHORD WHICH BEARS N.74°31'41"E., 269.20 FEET TO A POINT OF TANGENCY;
(4) THENCE S.89°42'42"E, ON A LINE PARALLEL WITH AND 99.50 FEET SOUTH OF
THE EAST & WEST 1/8 LINE OF SAID SECTION, 572.09 FEET TO THE WESTERLY
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF DEWITT ROAD (BEING 66' WIDE AND ABANDONED BY
RESOLUTION RECORDED AS DOCUMENT #5138451 OF CLINTON COUNTY
RECORDS); THENCE ON SAID WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF ABANDONED
DEWITT ROAD THE FOLLOWING THREE (3) COURSES: (1) S.27°13'28"E., 335.08 FEET
TO A POINT OF CURVATURE; (2) THENCE 340.76 FEET ON THE ARC OF A CURVE TO
THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 734.32 FEET, AND A LONG CHORD WHICH
BEARS S.13°55'49"E., 337.71 FEET TO A POINT OF TANGENCY; (3) THENCE
S.00°38'10"E, 44.89 FEET TO THE WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF DEWITT
ROAD; THENCE CONTINUING S.00°38'10"E., ON SAID WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE, 534.20 FEET; THENCE N.89°43'51"W., PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID SECTION, 646.75 FEET; THENCE S.00°09'58"W., 22.57 FEET TO SAID SOUTH
SECTION LINE; THENCE N.89°43'51"W., ON SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 632.45 FEET
TO THE NORTH 1/4 CORNER OF SECTION 5, T.4 N.-R.2 W.; THENCE CONTINUING
N.89°43'51"W., ON SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 6.40 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING; CONTAINING 33.67 ACRES OF LAND AND SUBJECT TO ANY
EASEMENTS OF RECORD.
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO
AGREEMENT FOR CONDITIONAL TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
PURSUANT TO 1984 PA. 425
CAPITAL REGION INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – AREA #1
This First Amendment to Agreement for Conditional Transfer of Property (this
“Amendment”) is made this ______ day of ____________________, 2021 (the “Effective Date”),
between the CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DeWITT (the “Township”), a Michigan charter
township organized and operating under the Charter Township Act, MCL 42.1, et seq., as
amended, and the CITY OF LANSING (the “City”), a Michigan municipal corporation
(individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”).
WHEREAS, the Parties entered into an agreement, dated November 28, 2011, for the
conditional transfer of property located at the Capital Region International Airport – Area #1 (the
“425 Agreement”); and
WHEREAS, the 425 Agreement provided for an initial term ending on December 31 of the
fiftieth (50th) full calendar year after the 425 Agreement was filed in accordance with law; and
WHEREAS, the Parties desire to extend the initial term for the period described below in
this Amendment; and
WHEREAS, except as amended by this Amendment, the remaining terms and conditions
contained in the 425 Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed as follows:
1.
Term. Paragraph 4.1 of the 425 Agreement is hereby amended to extend the initial
term until December 31 of the fiftieth (50th) full calendar year following the Effective Date first
written and defined above.
2.
Counterparts. This Amendment may be executed in one or more counterparts,
each of which shall be deemed an original and all of which such counterparts shall be together
construed as one in the same Amendment. Facsimile and electronic signatures shall be binding.
3.
Parties:

Miscellaneous. The following miscellaneous provisions are agreed to by the

A.

Except as specifically modified above by this Amendment, the 425
Agreement remains unmodified and unchanged by the Parties. The 425
Agreement shall continue in full force and effect and is hereby ratified and
affirmed by this Amendment.

B.

This Amendment shall be construed, interpreted and enforced under the
laws of the State of Michigan.

C.

This Amendment shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of
the Parties, their successors and assigns

D.

All terms that are not defined by this Amendment shall have the same
meaning as those terms described in the 425 Agreement.

E.

In the event of any conflict between the terms of this Amendment and the
terms of the 425 Agreement, the terms of this Amendment shall govern and
control.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the
date above first written by authority of the respective City Council and Township Board.
DeWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP, a
Michigan charter township

CITY OF LANSING, a Michigan municipal
corporation

By:

______________________________
______________, Supervisor

By:

______________________________

And:

______________________________

And:

______________________________
_______________, Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DeWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY:
By:

______________________________

AND:
LANSING CITY ATTORNEY:
By:

______________________________
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO
AGREEMENT FOR CONDITIONAL TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
PURSUANT TO 1984 PA. 425
CAPITAL REGION INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – AREA #2
This First Amendment to Agreement for Conditional Transfer of Property (this
“Amendment”) is made this ______ day of ____________________, 2021 (the “Effective Date”),
between the CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DeWITT (the “Township”), a Michigan charter
township organized and operating under the Charter Township Act, MCL 42.1, et seq., as
amended, and the CITY OF LANSING (the “City”), a Michigan municipal corporation
(individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”).
WHEREAS, the Parties entered into an agreement, dated November 28, 2011, for the
conditional transfer of property located at the Capital Region International Airport – Area #2 (the
“425 Agreement”); and
WHEREAS, the 425 Agreement provided for an initial term ending on December 31 of the
fiftieth (50th) full calendar year after the 425 Agreement was filed in accordance with law; and
WHEREAS, the Parties desire to extend the initial term for the period described below in
this Amendment; and
WHEREAS, except as amended by this Amendment, the remaining terms and conditions
contained in the 425 Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed as follows:
1.
Term. Paragraph 4.1 of the 425 Agreement is hereby amended to extend the initial
term until December 31 of the fiftieth (50th) full calendar year following the Effective Date first
written and defined above.
2.
Counterparts. This Amendment may be executed in one or more counterparts,
each of which shall be deemed an original and all of which such counterparts shall be together
construed as one in the same Amendment. Facsimile and electronic signatures shall be binding.
3.
Parties:

Miscellaneous. The following miscellaneous provisions are agreed to by the

A.

Except as specifically modified above by this Amendment, the 425
Agreement remains unmodified and unchanged by the Parties. The 425
Agreement shall continue in full force and effect and is hereby ratified and
affirmed by this Amendment.

B.

This Amendment shall be construed, interpreted and enforced under the
laws of the State of Michigan.

C.

This Amendment shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of
the Parties, their successors and assigns

D.

All terms that are not defined by this Amendment shall have the same
meaning as those terms described in the 425 Agreement.

E.

In the event of any conflict between the terms of this Amendment and the
terms of the 425 Agreement, the terms of this Amendment shall govern and
control.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the
date above first written by authority of the respective City Council and Township Board.
DeWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP, a
Michigan charter township

CITY OF LANSING, a Michigan municipal
corporation

By:

______________________________
______________, Supervisor

By:

______________________________

And:

______________________________

And:

______________________________
_______________, Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DeWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY:
By:

______________________________

AND:
LANSING CITY ATTORNEY:
By:

______________________________
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PUBLIC HEARING ON CONDITIONAL TRANSFER
OF PROPERTY FOR DEVELOPMENT BY EMERGENT BIOSOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION #2021-04-09
At a _________ meeting of the DeWitt Charter Township Board of Trustees (the
“Board”) held in the Township Hall, 1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, Michigan, on the ___ day
of ____________, 2021.
PRESENT:

Trustees

ABSENT:

Trustees

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of DeWitt (the “Township”) and the City of Lansing
(the “City”) are considering entry into an agreement for the conditional transfer of property
pursuant to 1984 PA 425 (“Act 425 Agreement”) from the Township to the City; and
WHEREAS, the Act 425 Agreement is being considered the purpose of the transferred
area development by Emergent BioSolutions for a new expansion complex project; and
BE IT RESOLVED that a public hearing be held on ___________________________
and notice provided as required by Public Act 425 of 1984.
All resolutions and parts of resolution insofar as they conflict with provisions of this
resolution are hereby rescinded.
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:
This Resolution is declared adopted this ____ day or _______________, 2021.

GWV/ssw

_________________________________
Adam Cramton, Township Clerk
Charter Township of DeWitt
Clinton County, Michigan

SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Steven Smith
Brian Ross
David Seeger

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

Township Board

FROM:

Andrew Dymczyk, Township Manager

SUBJECT:

Solon Road Speed Study– Resolution #2021-04-08

DATE:

April 8, 2021

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

We have received a petition from residents and property owners requesting a 20 mph reduction
of speed on Solon Road to address safety concerns. Jurisdiction of public roads falls under the
Clinton County Road Commission with speed regulation of public roads governed by the
Michigan State Police. Solon Road is currently 55 mph and the residents who have signed the
petition would like to see the speed limit set at 35 mph.
In order to change the speed of Solon Road, the Township would need to pass a resolution
identifying the road, the traffic safety problem, the solution this reduction will fix and
commitment from the Township that we will abide by the 85th percentile speed for the speed
study. The Clinton County Road Commission will provide the Michigan State Police with crash
history data for the last 5 years and some additional corresponding paperwork.
Attached is a resident letter outlining the concerns on Solon Road. Of the 25 residences on Solon
Road, 17 have signed the petition requesting a reduction of speed to 35mph. The petition will be
made available for review at the April 12th Board of Trustees meeting.
STRATEGIC PLAN:
Strategic: Public Safety
Strategies: Explore, develop, and implement options that improve safety and educate
residents on the role they can play in making their community safer.
SUGGESTED ACTION:
Approve Resolution #2021-04-08 requesting a 20 mph speed reduction addressing resident
safety concerns on Solon Road.
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RESOLUTION
R2021-04-08
At a regular meeting of the DeWitt Charter Township Board held at the
Township Hall, 1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI on the

day of

, A.D., 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
PRESENT: Members
ABSENT: Members
The following Resolution was offered by Member
supported by Member

and

.

WHEREAS, DeWitt Charter Township recognizes a concern for public safety
on Solon Road at the current 55mph speed limit; and
WHEREAS, a reduction of 20mph to 35mph would resolve this public safety
concern for residents; and
WHEREAS, the residents of DeWitt Charter Township understand the setting
of road speed limits is the responsibility of the Michigan State Police; and
WHEREAS, DeWitt Charter Township will accept and abide by the 85th
percentile speed for the speed study.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Township’s request to the
Michigan State Police to address safety concerns on Solon Road by a reduction of
speed.
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:
The foregoing Resolution declared adopted on the date written above.

Adam Cramton, Clerk

SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Steven Smith
Brian Ross
David Seeger

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

Township Board

FROM:

Andrew Dymczyk, Township Manager

SUBJECT:

2021 Road Projects – Contracts with Clinton County Road Commission

DATE:

April 8, 2021

Again this year, we have been working with the Road Commission to identify our list of road
construction projects for 2021.
Below is the average PASER rating for the Township’s local road network. The PASER system
rates roads on a score of 10 to 1. A score of 10 represents a brand new road, and a 1 is a road that
has lost its surface integrity. In 2008, the Township and Road Commission changed how projects
were selected by focusing more on preventative maintenance. This, along with an increased
investment in our road funding, has led to an increase in our Township local road ratings.
Year
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

Twp.
Local
4.32
4.57
4.69
4.80
5.11
5.27
5.43
5.68
5.79
5.82
5.95

Twp.
Primary
5.39
5.94
4.90
4.91
5.14
5.15
5.24
5.84
6.29
6.47
6.55

County Wide
Primary
5.32
5.38
5.30
4.94
4.86
5.06
4.86
5.17
5.78
6.26
6.16

County Wide
Local
4.42
4.68
4.32
4.70
4.91
4.94
5.33
5.42
5.62
5.90
6.06

Since 2010, the Township has seen a steady rise in its average ratings of local roads (i.e. an
average pacer rating of 4.32 to 5.95). This is an 38% improvement in the overall quality of our
roads. While we are making great progress (79% of roads are rated good or fair), we still have
21% of our roads rated poor (rating of 1 to 4).

Below is summary of the Township’s local road pacer ratings:

The following is budgeted for 2021:
Paving & Maintenance
Transportation Reserve for future projects
Non-Motorized Transportation

$300,000
0
$200,000
$500,000

Below are the projects recommended for 2021:
Preventative Maintenance
 Brush spraying
 Gravel Roads (7.17 Miles)
o 3 passes of brine on all gravel, 4th application on
Howe and Norris Road


Overband crack seal

$24,800
Preventive Maintenance Sub Total

Capital Projects
 Boichot Road – Clark Rd to Northcrest Rd
o Mill & Fill (1.36 miles)


$2,124
$12,296

Stoll Road – Boichot Rd to Wood Rd
o Mill & Fill (.49 miles)
Capital Project Sub Total

$39,220

$273,514
$97,385
$370,899

Total
RC Share
General Fund Share
Sewer Fund Share

$410,119
$99,848
$286,346
$23,925

STRATEGIC PLAN:
Initiative: Infrastructure
Strategy: Maintain high quality transportation network
SUGGESTED ACTION:
1. The Board authorize the Township Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer to execute any
documents necessary with the Clinton County Road Commission for the recommended
2021 road projects with an amount not to exceed $410,119 with $99,848 coming from the
Road Commission, $286,346 coming from the General Fund and $23,925 coming from
the Sewer Fund.
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SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Brian Ross
David Seeger
Steven Smith

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

DeWitt Charter Township Board of Trustees

FROM:

Adam Cramton, Clerk

SUBJECT:

DeWitt Township Pickleball Courts

DATE:

April 8, 2021

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

The Township has an inline skating rink in Granger Meadows Park. As an asset, it remains
largely unused year-on-year. 2020 did see a moderate increase in its intended usage due to the
ongoing pandemic, however, concerns are now being raised about the integrity of the surface
used for skating. Facing a possible maintenance investment, I would like to propose an
alternative that would benefit a larger number of our residents.
On the current Capital Improvement Plan, the rink is listed for a modification or change in 2023
or beyond, with a planned budget of $60,000. I propose that, with a level concrete surface in
place, the rink can easily be resurfaced and refitted for multiple pickleball courts. The facility
has ample parking, lights, restrooms, concessions, and is located far from any residents that
could be bothered by the noise that Pickleball generates. The existing hockey boards, benches,
and fencing could possibly be auctioned to cover a portion of the cost. Further, there is a verified
demand for this sport in DeWitt Township. DARA conducted a recreation survey and the words
“pickleball” and “pickle ball” appear 17 times in the respondent write-in section. Having 3, 4, or
even 6 courts, depending on the layout and separation, will also satisfy a demand for senior
activities and programs in the community.
I am asking the Board to consider directing Manager Dymczyk to seek competitive quotes, using
the Qualifications Based Selection (QBS) process, to retrofit the existing inline skating rink for
use as multiple pickleball courts, with the winning bid to be brought before the Board for
approval and funding by the end of May.
Strategic plan:
Strategic: Quality of Life
Strategy: Enhance Township recreational amenities and opportunities

Suggested action:
Direct Manager Dymczyk to seek competitive quotes, using the Qualifications Based Selection
(QBS) process, to retrofit the existing inline hockey rink for use as multiple pickleball courts,
with the winning bid to be brought before the Board for approval and funding at the May 24th
Board of Trustees meeting.
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Report for DeWitt Area Recreation Plan Survey
Survey Available 11-19-2020 to 1-3-2021

492 Responses

1. How many times did you visit a DeWitt Area park in the past year?
Never
3%

10 - 15 times
17%
More than 15 times
39%

1 - 3 times
17%

4 - 9 times
24%

2. How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected your DeWitt area park visits in the
past year?

I have visited the
parks more.
20%

I have visited
the parks less.
46%

The number of my
park visits has stayed
about the same.
34%

1

3. Which of the following parks or facilities in the City of DeWitt did you visit in
the past year?
90

82.2

80
70

Percent

60

52.7

52.7

50

47.3

45.3
35.2

40
30
20

9.7

10
0

Riverside
Park

River Trail Sports Park McGuire
Park
Park

All Kids
DeWitt
Playground Memorial
Park

5.5

Millbrook Percy Carris
Park
Meadows
Park

4. Which of the following DeWitt Township parks have you visited in the past
year?
70
60

Percent

50
40

63.6

57.6

38.9
32.3

30

27

23.3

20
6.7

10
0

2

5.8

1.8

5. Please evaluate the following general aspects of parks and recreation in the
DeWitt Area.
Very
Good

Good

Neutral

Poor

Very Poor

Don’t
Know

Quality of Programs

26.9%

47.3%

9.9%

2.7%

0.2%

13.0%

Quality/Friendliness of
Staff

28.4%

31.9%

12.0%

1.0%

0.2%

26.5%

Variety of
Facilities/Amenities

21.0%

55.8%

15.1%

4.8%

0.2%

3.1%

Maintenance and
Appearance

31.0%

53.8%

12.3%

1.9%

%

1.0%

Safety and Security

31.9%

52.2%

11.0%

0.6%

0.2%

4.1%

6. What additional facilities would you like to see add to the DeWitt area parks
system?
70
60

Percent

50
40

63.8
53
44.7
35.2 33.7

31.7

30
20

19.5

10

19

18.8 18.6

15.3 15.1

12.8

12

11.4
4.8

0

3

Other - Write In

Count

Pool/community pool/outdoor pool/swimming pool with adult lap swim

9

Ice hockey rink for winter/Ice Rink/Ice Skating

6

Tennis Courts

4

Canoe/kayak launch

3

Sand Volleyball Courts/Volleyball Courts

3

Clearing out fallen trees in the Looking glass river

2

Amphitheater with good parking.

1

Beach, Sandy area, swimming

1

Curling Rink

1

dirt bike park

1

Extended river trail.

1

Gaga Pit

1

History

1

I already filled in this survey. But I have to say that there are several poorly worded or
vague questions and/or undefined terms.

1

I would love a simple fountain near the Gazebo that is nice looking but kids can safely get
wet! Something similar to fountain in front of Cooley Law Stadium! Also a couple nice
sand volleyball courts! Maybe in that empty lot by riverside park, with high quality sand!

1

Key Fob for dog park maintained better

1

More handicap accessible equipment.

1

More natural areas like Padgett Park which is very crowded with too many uses for one
small park. Skiers, walkers, bikes, dogs.

1

More park locations

1

Natural Areas

1

Natural playgrounds/playscapes AND more nature trails AND sand volleyball

1

One direction walk paths, so dogs & pedestrians don't have to pass one another. Eg.
Clockwise on M,W,F, Sat and counterclockwise on Sun,T,Th

1

Outdoor Pool for everyone to use; not 2nd class citizens like at the schools!

1

Pathway over the freeway to connect the south side of the Dewitt Public Schools children
to the rest of the community.

1

4

please finish side walks on Dill and webb to Lousts very dangerous area

1

restoration of Gunnisonville School on the corner of Clark and Wood Roads

1

running trails

1

Soccer fields

1

Soccer/football fields - spring flooding creates challenges

1

Some wing dams for fishing, clear the downed trees

1

Special floral or arbetoriem

1

Storywalk back at Valley Farms

1

Updated playground equipment at the Downtown Dewitt Firestation - MCJuire Park

1

Walkinga/biking paths that connect to other communities

1

Winter stuff, ice rink etc

1

water/pop machines by bathrooms

1

7. Please address the adequacy of the following recreational programs in the
DeWitt area.
Excellent

Good

Marginal

Inadequate

Don’t
Know/No
Opinion

Youth Sports Leagues

17.4%

36.6%

6.2%

2.1%

37.8%

Adult Sports Leagues

3.7%

15.4%

13.5%

6.0%

61.4%

Special Events (Easter Egg Hunt,
Flashlight Pumpkin Hunt, Birthday
Bashes, etc.}

11.7%

33.0%

10.9%

1.7%

42.8%

Instructional Classes

6.6%

20.5%

13.0%

2.7%

57.1%

Health and Fitness Classes

5.0%

18.0%

13.7%

3.5%

59.8%

Day Camps for Youth

10.6%

19.3%

7.7%

2.1%

60.5%

Senior Citizen Activities

1.7%

5.6%

8.1%

7.9%

76.9%

Teen Programs

1.9%

6.6%

8.1%

6.4%

77.0%

Adaptive Recreation (Recreation
programs for adults and youths with
cognitive or physical disabilities)

2.5%

6.4%

4.5%

5.0%

81.6%

5

8. Please list any specific types of recreation PROGRAMS that are not available
in the DeWitt area you would like to see offered here.
1. Younger youth sports programs, older youth classes and programs like cooking, art, stem, etc.
2. anything for our youth
3. I never know what is offered because communication is so minimal.
4. I would love to see a community pool or water park offered, like East Lansing. There is no open
swim offered to the public.
5. More indoor basketball facilities and more teen programs.
6. Volleyball, Pound Fitness Class, Sewing Class, Cooking Class, Meal Bingo, Poker.
7. Pickelball Pickelball Pickelball Pickelball Pickelball
8. Seasonal arts and crafts activities (ie: kite making in the spring) and the open gym time for littles
during the day more often and adding time for big kids in the evening.
9. Swim classes, more art or hobby classes like the Hannah Community Center, kids dance class
10. Adult Coed sports leagues (softball, kickball, soccer, volleyball)
11. Bike paths. Not share the road
12. Youth girls softball
13. Swim lessons
14. Would like to see more teen programs
15. Crafting, sporting tournaments, swimming.
16. Exercise classes or yoga for seniors.
17. More senior citizen activities
18. Teen programs. It feels like once kids are out of 5th grade, there's nothing available, sports, art,
e.t.c.
19. Snowshoe/cross country ski trails
20. More activities for kids 6 and under
21. We have LOVED all that DARA has offered our children. As they get older (14, 12, 9) it seems
there aren't as many opportunities, likely because there are so many offerings elsewhere. I would
love more recreational teen type offerings. Teen volleyball night, or a dance, or lock in type thing.
22. Pickleball league
23. Cross country skiing More boot camp
24. Theater, swimming instructions
25. Would like to see Jr Chef classes for kids ages 8 , true ninja classes/courses for kids 8 .
26. More programs for children beginning at age 3 instead of 4.
27. Pickleball courts...growing sport. Consider converting skate park in Granger Meadows to 6
Pickleball courts.
28. Would love to see teen cooking classes or one evening painting class, poetry reading, or pottery
class.
29. Aquatics
30. More partnerships with the schools for recreation and instructional classes. Or maybe with the
library to support teens after school
31. Dog Park with a small dog side!
32. Cooking class for a variety of ages. Larger variety of exercise classes.
33. guided nature hikes outdoor social activities
6

34. 50 and over adult softball league
35. I have no idea what programs are offered. If there are, they should be better advertised to the
community.
36. Splash park would be nice. Grandkids love the one in saint Johns
37. We need additional, affordable summer programming for kids up to age 13.
38. Winter sports programs. Outdoor rinks for the kids to skate
39. Splash park or pools in the city of dewitt
40. Floor hockey for kids 6th grade and older.
41. Tennis classes, swim classes
42. Swimming/diving, archery/shooting
43. Would love to see more paved biking/walking paths.
44. Swim programs, ie open swim, youth swim league.
45. Enjoying recent improvements. Continue to fine tune. Enjoying the trails. Seating at beginning or
end of trails. Enjoying dog park, add a little equipment there. Dogs need a platform, a place where
dog gets a time out. Add agility, small dog/ puppy area. The new Sidewalk s great addition
46. Sports Equipment Rentals - or workshops on cross country skiing or using snowshoes along the
trails. Outdoor winter activity highlights. Have the community center develop a rental program for
sleds and skates, balls, tennis equipment
47. Kids' golf, kids' tennis, girls' elementary age volleyball
48. horseback riding trails
49. Outdoor fitness classes; yoga, etc. in park setting
50. Pickle ball
51. would like to see dog park opened through the winter. Perhaps closing it from mid-March thru midApril during thaw and early spring. Would be not to go 4 months with it closed.
52. Miss group exercise classes due to virus!!
53. Community weight loss program Loose 1,000 pounds Community garden spaces Walking
mileage contest 10,000 miles
54. Are there over 60 softball leagues?
55. I would like to see additional outdoor tennis courts.
56. A drama club for late elementary/early middle school age would be of interest.
57. Swimming lessons on regular basis to children.
58. Historical-educational program at a restored Gunnisonville School on the corner of Clark and Wood
Roads.
59. Community pool would be great.
60. More areas to explore nature, both wooded and prairie.
61. Mountain bike trails
62. Skate park for younger people. Biking Kayaking
63. Access to more fishing opportunities
64. Pickle ball
65. Senior athletic league: pickleball, as example.
66. More river activities such as kayaking or canoeing
67. Art camps/classes
68. Nature and history programs
69. I wish I could walk my dog in Granger Park.
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70. Soccer activities
71. Clean up the river so you can use it to kayak More bike trails in the area
72. Beach Volleyball league
73. Adult coed softball league used to field many teams now not so much. Maybe lower fee to get
teams to come back
74. Kayak boat ramps needed
75. Swimming pool and swimming lessons, squash courts, indoor basketball courts for adults, adult
athletes with young children options (daycare by the hour at sports or workout facilities).
76. Ice hockey Volleyball
77. Dog training classes
78. Adult lap swim
79. More activities at the Riverside Park.
80. Swim lessons
81. Soccer and game fields. Big complex to have gr and Detroit meet here to play
82. Spanish classes Adult sports Adult Swimming
83. No a program. Having kayack pads to get on and off easier.
84. Just more Disc Golf Courses
85. Canoe and kayak rentals
86. Fishing, kayaking or canoeing...outdoorsman type activities for teens.
87. Hiking;
88. Pickelball more places. More bathrooms
89. Splash Park for the kids... Also a swimming pool outdoors...
90. A kayak shuttle service would be helpfully make the river more useable
91. Outside yoga, outside pickle ball,
92. Summer programs for kids and programs for senoirs
93. Outdoor fitness groups/boot camps
94. Aqua aerobics, swim lessons for both adults and children. Canoe & kayak rentals. Adult fitness
programs, the area fitness centers available are not affordable for many to join.
95. need to market/communicate better what IS offered. Antiquated services. would like adult softball
and volleyball leagues. Cornhole leagues or open competitions for adults.
96. Kayak rentals would be outstanding, we hike in the park off of Shavey Road probably 2x a week.
Also would be interested in some sort of art classes.
97. Don't know - haven't looked into the programs available, particularly in the past year.
98. Regular Zumba.
99. Pickle ball beginners
100. Pound workout Adult team sports- like delta township Walking/ running groups Virtual/ on demand
video of an orientation of each park, location, & offerings Adult classes ftf/virtual ie estate planning,
stocks/bonds/ world languages/ cultures... Celebrate publicly the kindness in our community
Celebrate our public servants, maybe a couple per month Give more detailed description of classes
offered, sometimes it's missing details- look at how Delta township communicates classes.
101. Senior activities and programs
102. A dog park that separates small and large dogs.
103. Small dog area at the dog park. Current park is unsafe.
104. Adult co-ed sports teams, such as softball, kick ball, etc.
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105. Masters swim team
106. More trails or parks like Fenner. I drive there most days for nature trails without tons of people like
Padgett. Even if they made the trails wider. With COVID it is hard to safely distance as they
currently exist.
107. Adult basketball and volleyball
108. Amphitheater, splash pad
109. Bicycle education
110. Youth programming: Dance, art, culinary, more sports (other than tball/baseball, basketball,
soccer), swimming lessons Adult programming: group fitness, volleyball, art, culinary *It's possible,
I've overlooked some offerings, I haven't seen every season's catalog

9. Please rate your feelings regarding the following statements concerning land
acquisition for parks and recreation in the DeWitt Area.
Strongly
Agree

Agree

Neutral/No
Disagree
Opinion

Strongly
Disagree

The City of DeWitt needs more park land.

17.7%

30.7%

44.1%

6.3%

1.3%

DeWitt Township needs more park land.

18.3%

35.0%

39.6%

6.0%

1.0%

DeWitt and DeWitt Township should
partner with other organizations and groups
to preserve agricultural lands and
environmentally sensitive open space.

40.6%

37.7%

18.8%

1.9%

1.0%

10. DeWitt Township owns an undeveloped parcel of land on the Looking Glass
River at Round Lake and Wood Roads that will be developed into Waters Edge
Park. Please rank the following potential amenities that could be added there
in order of importance.
Item

Overall Rank

Score

Total Respondents

Walking Trails

1

2,806

456

Canoe Launch

2

2,208

430

Picnic Areas

3

1,841

418

Shore Fishing

4

1,585

398

Nature Center

5

1,410

373

Nature Signs and Displays

6

1,240

372

Community Garden Lots

7

847

352
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11. Which of the following activities would you like to see offered in DeWitt for our
growing senior citizen population?
70

61.8

60

Percent

50
40

53.6
43.9 43.2 42.4
41.4 39.5

30

38

35.2 33.7

28.5

26.3

24.1 22.6

20
10

3

0

Other – Write In
1. Adopt a Senior Instead/Meals and conversation
2. Bingo
3. Curling
4. Dance
5. More visibility to get community involved
6. We are not anywhere near seniors, so while we highly support senior activities, we are not in a
position to state what they should be.
7. Would like ANYTHING to begin with
8. informal social gatherings
9. tai chi
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12. Please rate your feelings regarding pathways in the DeWitt area.
Strongly
agree

Agree

Neutral/No
opinion

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Shared use pathways for
non-motorized transportation
have a positive effect on the
quality of life for DeWitt
residents.

65.2%

27.0%

6.6%

0.8%

0.4%

It's important to provide
shared use pathways for
non-motorized transportation
to connect community
destinations and places.

64.3%

28.5%

6.0%

0.8%

0.4%

Shared-use pathways should
include on and off road
locations.

45.6%

33.2%

16.3%

3.9%

1.0%

13. Do you or anyone in your family have a disability?

Yes
12%

No
88%
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14.

What types of improvements are important to add to our parks for people with
disabilities? Please check all that apply. (This question was only offered to those who

answered yes to Question 13.)
90
77.4

80
70

62.3

Percent

60

52.8

52.8

50

50.9
39.6

40
30
20
10
0

Paved trails

Accessible
restrooms

Accessible
parking

Accessible
waterfront
access

Accessible
Flatter, easier
grades to access playgrounds
recreation
amenities

15. What do you like best about parks and recreation in DeWitt?
1. Clean
2. Sports fields
3. I love the amount of space there is for being outdoors
4. affordability of programs, well-kept parks, kind staff
5. There are a lot of them and different age groups and abilities are accounted for.
6. Big parks with trails and playgrounds
7. Great place to spend quality time with family, get exercise and enjoy nature.
8. Location
9. The variety
10. Walking paths in nature are my favorite.
11. The staff is great and the activities offered for special events (ie: dinner with Santa) are fun!
12. Playground equipment
13. Parks are all quite clean/well maintained and very safe. We enjoy the youth sports programs for
our children, and holiday activities like the Easter egg hunt, etc
14. Variety of park structures
15. They are clean !!
16. We feel that the system in place encourages an active lifestyle, and appreciate the continued
improvements that allow for expanded opportunities to do so.
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17. We enjoy the preserved natural areas with maintained paths that we can walk along as well as the
various playgrounds.
18. With small kids right now, the paths and playgrounds are what we utilize the most.
19. Proximity
20. Manicured and marked trails,
21. I love the friendly staff, and it's nice to have multiple parks.
22. They are easily accessible, clean, well maintained and I feel generally safe when exercising alone.
23. We love the parks and trails. We also taken part in a youth basketball class that was really well
done.
24. We like different things about different parks. Padget we love biking on the trails. We enjoy
walking and fishing at Riverside. We have family photos taken there as well. The gazebo at
Riverside is helpful for Girl Scout events.
25. Clean, safe, easily accessible
26. You do a great job with preschool and early elementary programming. Would like to see more
opportunities for older kids and teens. One of the events my kids really enjoyed is the haunted
house/maze tour. Also, would like to see more things offered for adults and seniors.
27. Well groomed. Restrooms. Safe feeling.
28. Playground facilities are adequate
29. Always feel safe
30. I like there there are year-round options
31. Variety of parks. Wish there was more equipment for little kids
32. It gives my kids a place to play and they love the parks.
33. Don't use much. Go to Delta Township for pickleball and 39er programs.
34. That we have parks. Just wish there were more space, amenities, and more accessible equipment
at all playgrounds.
35. Love to walk the trails and enjoy the kayak launches.
36. Close enough to walk to
37. I love having walking and bike trails available in our community to allow for safe exercise.
38. The variety of parks, the restrooms, well maintained
39. Programs
40. Love the parks and special community events.
41. They are in good condition. The basics are there for some of the parks.
42. So many options to choose from. Truly a family friendly town.
43. DeWitt has been blessed with beautiful green spaces. Chad Stevens from DARA is amazing. He is
such an asset for our community!
44. Dog park is great, just need a small dog side
45. Playgrounds
46. Variety of programming at DARA for youth & we love visiting the many parks in the area.
47. Playgrounds and walking trails
48. It's availability. Cleanliness. Natural beauty.
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49. Proximity
50. There is always one near by and they are relatively clean.
51. Trees and trails!
52. Open to all Sports are friendly and focus on learning and fun Getting to be outside in a nice
environment in suburban setting where most houses don't have much property
53. Youth programs
54. Walking path
55. I love the increase in walkways and pathways, especially the paved trail connecting Clark to
schavey.
56. clean, close to home, safe, free
57. Connection of parks to community through accessible walking paths like sidewalks and paved
pathways
58. The community participation in events is good
59. Exercise I'm a natural environment
60. Walking trails, good maintenance.
61. I like the scenery and walking trails. I also like bringing my dog.
62. Clean and safe
63. I love the dedicated bike lanes.
64. Enjoying nature
65. Many opportunities for all ages within my family.
66. Variety of options
67. Convenience, close, play areas for grandkids
68. They have many locations and places to run and walk dogs
69. Walking paths
70. I love that they are easily accessible. I love that they give an opportunity for our residents to spend
time being active outside in nature all year round! Thank you.
71. Variety of playgrounds
72. The sidewalk and path improvements. Geneva needs safe walking. Cars too close to pedestrians.
A few years ago the street width was reduced by 6 inches to save'costs.'
73. Our kids have aged out of the summer camps, but they were invaluable. The walking trails.
74. There are many options, and the parks are decent. Also love DARA and the programs foe kids.
75. Fun areas to take kids
76. Walking trails, natural aspects (water, trees, etc), clean
77. Lots of opportunities
78. The number of parks available for visits and exploration - bringing variety and change to kids visits.
The number of different equipment. Nature!! Natural trails for family walks! Sooo many things!
79. They are abundant. We utilize them frequently for walking, and taking our two little ones out.
80. Peaceful and undisturbed
81. The programming is fantastic, and the parks are well cared for!
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82. Improved pathways.
83. Accessibility to sidewalks/paths
84. safety and ease of access to most park areas
85. Green space with walking trails.
86. There are good places to bike and walk and lots of playgrounds for kids.
87. The trails and paths are wonderful! Such a great community amenity. Padgett Park is a gem of a
park and hopefully will always reman in a natural state. The addition of the canoe/kayak launches
really helped encourage a better kayak experience. We are overall very happy with the parks and
recreational opportunities in DeWitt.
88. Many to choose from in fairly close proximity.
89. The ability to use and enjoy the natural beauty
90. Grandchildren have participated in summer day camp and really enjoyed the trips
91. Well maintained.
92. There are numerous wonderful and well-kept playgrounds that my children enjoy.
93. Options of kid playgrounds
94. Easy access, well maintained.
95. They are close to home and easily accessible.
96. Walking trails
97. They're well kept
98. accessibility / variety
99. The sidewalks are wonderful and keep the community safe. Parks are always well kept, I am proud
to take visitors to our parks.
100. I love the shared use pathways and how they connect the parks.
101. There are multiple parks to visit (instead of always going to the same 1-2) and they're well
maintained.
102. Number of recreational areas. And sports leagues for smaller kids. Lansing offers none of these
programs.
103. Plenty of calm areas to walk, see nature, and say hello to other community neighbors.
104. I like the fact that so many parks are within five minutes from my house.
105. The opportunity to exercise and be in nature
106. The variety of trail types within the multiple parks.
107. They are safe places to recreate
108. Peace and Quietness
109. they are clean and very well put together
110. Close to home within walking distance
111. Nearby
112. Beautiful surroundings and integration of natural and man made amenities
113. Ability for our kids to have safe activities to do.
114. Cleanliness and availability
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115. The variety of parks and facilities.
116. access
117. Location, ease of access and use
118. We've recently moved to dewitt and loved our walk at the Padgett (I think that's the one) area. I
loved the signage about the different trees and would love more educational signage about the flora
and fauna in the area. Environmental education and preservation is very important to me and I
hope to see more land focusing on teaching people to respect and enjoy the environment. I also
am very excited about the dog park near here.
119. We can walk out our door and walk nearby paved and non-paved walking paths. We don't have to
drive (car) to get to a walking path.
120. They want to expand their parks
121. Access to the looking glass.
122. They give our family an environment to get exercise together and feel safe.
123. Kayak launches, hiking trails, restrooms, water fountains, dog park
124. The cleanliness, availability, and walking paths. I also like the different kinds of playground
equipment available.
125. I enjoy spending time outdoors, fishing, hiking, and enjoying natural areas mostly.
126. Do a good job with what they have. Love the parks!
127. Clean, well maintained, safe for kids to play, good places to walk
128. Variety of parks to attend. Padgett nature trails!
129. Super nice Thank you for providing
130. Access. Design. Maintenance Location
131. Availability,cleanliness, social meeting place outdoors
132. Lots of sidewalks and more coming
133. Walking paths
134. The natural beauty
135. Family friendly Clean
136. Peaceful area to get away from Lansing & walk the dogs in nature. Love the kayak/canoe launches!
137. Kayaking on the Looking Glass with easy in/out
138. Plenty of opportunities
139. The paved walking/biking trails in natural settings are awesome.
140. Cleanliness
141. Fishing spots
142. Clean and Safe well maintained
143. Storywalk
144. Cleanliness
145. The extension of sidewalks is most appreciated.
146. Close to home
147. We love having several parks within walking distance from our house.
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148. Availability of programming for young children.
149. I love the accessibility of the pathways and free parks. I do hope there is a program, maybe youth
driven, to help keep these areas ean and preserved! I know in other Lansing area bike paths I have
felt unsafe. If it does not already exist, will you consider having the parks and pathways
monitor/patrolled by law enforcement?
150. The ability to enjoy quiet and nature. The beauty and visual opportunity to use land and not destroy
habitats any further.
151. The continued expansion of Greater Lansing parks systems will enhance outdoor recreation and
the increase health benefits for the surrounding communities.
152. It's close to home!
153. Clean, safe, connected by sidewalks (mostly), different parks for different age levels
154. The parks along the Looking Glass River.
155. Canoe launches
156. Very clean and well maintained. There are many parks to choose from that offer a variety of
activities.
157. Safety
158. Clean and week cared for
159. Cleanliness
160. The kayak launches. Also, they are always clean and safe!
161. Clean playgrounds
162. Playgrounds and river access
163. Clean and well maintained
164. The boat launches and river access.
165. Walking trails, playgrounds, and picnic areas
166. They are generally well kept and nice facilities and a great place to gather as a community under
non-Covid circumstances.
167. The river, how my child can be safe in a park that's more open and not hidden in the back. How the
feeling of feeling safe when my child plays.
168. We have a lot of parks for a small city.
169. Disc Golf
170. The combination of great play grounds for the kids and access to the looking glass. I wish I would
have discovered how amazing exploring the looking glass river was when I was much younger. It
should be boldly emphasized that the looking glass river is a canoeing and kayaking paradise.
Especially with more and more people visiting our parks since covid canceled everything.
171. There are many options as far as locations go (including walking paths and playgrounds).
172. The many options we have
173. We have easy access to the parks. Well maintained.
174. Kayak/ walking by the river
175. Trails for walking and Biking
176. The variety of activities that can be participated in. The proximity to parks. The programs are
reasonably priced and enjoyable.
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177. We love to walk and bike in DeWitt. The people who do so in DeWitt has hugely multiplied.
178. Nice pathways to walk and see nature.
179. Ease of use
180. well maintained
181. Easily accessible and great sizes.
182. I really use the bathrooms the most, I walk and run around DeWitt
183. Spread out in the area
184. The number of options available.
185. Convenience
186. Walking trails
187. Safety and user friendly
188. Natural use of space. Walking in nature. Exercise.
189. They are clean and have a wide variety of options for different age kids
190. that we have some.
191. Availability, well connected by trails and sidewalks. I feel that I can easily walk or bike from my
home to many of the recreation facilities.
192. We appreciate the variety of playground options. Although, a few of the locations are showing quite
a bit of wear (Valley farms & DeWitt fire station specifically).
193. River and playgrounds
194. all the sidewalks are starting to tie everything togeather
195. The community events; Easter egg hunt, flashlight pumpkins hunt. The amount of playgrounds in
town.
196. Walking trails with restrooms
197. lots of choices on where to go clean facilities (usually) kayak ramps activities
198. Trails and river views/access
199. Differed locations, they are maintained very well, & I'm able to access them easily.
200. There are a few different opyions
201. The total amount of walking trails. Well kept play areas.
202. Clean
203. Kayaking and nature trails.
204. Lots of options close to home
205. I don't use any parks in Dewitt, only Padgett Park in the township. I also use the private parks on
Lake Geneva for residents only which are very well kept. I appreciated the township meeting with
some of us nature lovers when they put in the path to join the Quarry area to the nature trails that
runs partially from the park. We were able to save some old and rare trees in the park as they
moved the trail to accommodate them.
206. We love the dog park but it needs to remain open year round
207. I just love DeWitt.
208. Clean & well kept up.
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209. They're clean and well kept. I love that their are restrooms at many of them. We walk and visit
playgrounds all the time!
210. Location and connected
211. Open area
212. Variety of programs/events. Many parks with playgrounds, sports fields. Would like to see more
basketball courts.
213. Community health aspect
214. Free
215. The number of available locations to choose from.
216. Parks are clean and maintained. Well located to my home.

16. What one thing would you do to improve parks and recreation in the DeWitt
area?
1. Splash Pad, activities for teens at parks, like sport equipment
2. Update the playground equipment, add outdoor fitness equipment
3. I would love to see some of the playgrounds remodeled. Some are in poor condition/outdated
4. I really would love more opportunities to get my kiddo (7yo) into classes, sports, etc, but I never
know when things are happening.
5. A splash pad in the summer and an ice rink in the winter.
6. More indoor facilities and activities since we live in a largely winter environment
7. To come together more as a community
8. Splash park
9. Spray Padgett Park for mosquitos so we can enjoy the trails.
10. More Pickelball courts
11. Parking!
12. Please don't give kids a shirt for every sport, try the reversible jerseys like Delta Twp. Parks and
Rec.
13. Create more vegetation buffer at parks along the Looking Glass River. Stop mowing and trimming
along the entire bank. This leads to poor water quality and the increase of plant and algae due to
nutrients. The Riverside Park is a prime example where downstream of the bridge on Bridge Street
it has no tree canopy and grass to the waters edge. The river would benefit from trees and longer
grasses along the river edge.
14. Update playground equipment, other parks in Lansing have "cooler" playgrounds. Increase the
amount of adult sports leagues- there are many young families/parents that I think would enjoy an
outlet for socializing and meeting new people.
15. More activities. Bonfires, s'mores, bands, more community events. Community pool. Off road biking
trails. Golf lessons
16. Add Splashpad
17. You need rules at the dog park!!
18. Better play equipment for younger kids and community courts for basketball, pickle ball, and tennis.
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19. I wish there was a bigger variety for kids (more playground equipment and a splash park)
20. Add a splash park or community pool.
21. Having a pool available for the community.
22. Canoe launch at Wood Rd. Alos please continue adding multi use paths and sidewalks, these are
great additions.
23. Add a splash pad
24. Better maintenance and availability of the dog park. Improved signage for walking paths.
25. More walking trails and easy to find information on their locations
a. Pricing. Years ago it was a viable option for a family on a budget, but prices have risen so much for
most activities that it's actually cheaper to go elsewhere. Even volunteering to coach doesn't give
any sort of price break. 2) The organization of the sports leagues has always been disappointing.
It's all very last minute despite having applications in a month in advance. Coaching gets the
training session notification the day of (the day before if lucky). Even coaches don't know what
days/times practices will be until the week of. 3) Teen activities. As I said, it seems things drop off
by 5th grade and don't pick up until adulthood. 4) A splash pad would be great (and more cost
effective than a pool).
26. Fix the flooding at riverside park downtown. The trails are often water or ice covered and not
accessible for use/accessible for safe use.
27. I would love more trails to places in the community so we can walk from our house off airport road.
28. More summer activities and availability to get out within the city such as splash pad and or
community pool.
29. An additional walking/biking trail. A fishing spot also.
30. Walking trails.
31. More bike trails
32. More at one with nature parks and trails
33. Pickle ball courts - Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the US and can be played by all ages
(youth to seniors). Access to both outdoor and indoor courts would be a great addition to the
community. We currently have to drive to Delta Mills to play outdoors and don't have a indoor
location (without paying) to play.
34. Restrooms open throughout the year. Lighting.
35. Connect subdivisions on south side of 69 via walk/bike trails to the many paths on the north side of
the highway
36. Baseball facilities are severely lacking
37. A splash pad!
38. Would love a Splashpad at Granger Meadows or at the Sports Park
39. Increased variety of activities
40. More variety for kids
41. More pavilions and or picnic tables at parks. Playground equipment for younger and older kids at
the same park. A splash pad would be so nice to have during the summer.
42. Add more activities for younger children. Most activities are for 4 .
43. More senior programming
44. More handicap assessable playground equipment.
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45. Cut grass more in Padgett Park trail. Currently only cut about twice a season.
46. More connected bike trails would be a nice option for safely getting around the area.
47. Better lighting in Riverside park bathrooms.
48. Upgrade Facilities
49. I would love to see some aquatic options. Splash pad and/or pool (indoor and out) would be
amazing.
50. The DeWitt area needs a community pool
51. Expand coordination with organizations (outside DARA) to use the parks more for activities for kids
ages 8 to 14. The parks are not being used enough by those age brackets.
52. Some of the equipment needs updating. so more parks could use walking trails (pending space)
53. Communication - don't assume everyone knows where everything is. Not everyone is from Dewitt.
When a location is posted, include an actual address.
54. More "to do" in the parks. Kayak launches/rentals, bike/hiking trails. More potential activities. More
groups that meet for fitness or some type of activity.
55. Add a small dog side to the dog park. Them little dogs have a hard time with the big dogs.
56. Skate park
57. We have really struggled recently with the youth sports programs. It is very apparent that parent
coaches are hand-picking their sports teams (started seeing this in grade 2, very apparent in grade
3 sports). For youth that are not on these elite teams, the entire sports season is incredibly
discouraging as the teams are stacked and they have zero chance of winning. My family will no
longer participate in DARA sports as a result of this. I can't risk losing my children's enthusiasm for
sports because DARA doesn't appropriately allocate youth among different teams.
58. Move Dara closer to dewitt. Parks are fine, need more classes
59. Lighting
60. make them more interactive
61. Cant think of a thing right now.
62. Increase program offerings
63. Add mountain bike trail. Splash park.
64. More playground equipment please.
65. Add pickleball courts. It's the fastest growing sport in the world and for all ages and abilities. Look at
the Glen Arbor courts, they added social areas and made it a community space!
66. Add pickleball courts and mountain biking More non-motorized pathways that don't share the road
with cars Another story walk
67. Include more outdoor activities for teens. Sports programs typically end by 3rd grade. Playgrounds
are too young for them.
68. Cleanliness
69. Not sure
70. the girls cheer program is not good. Soccer is great! football looks good
71. Extend walking/biking paths to DeWitt Township residents off of Airport/Stoll road
72. More residential sidewalk connections to parks--particularly in the city. Cannot believe the number
of subdivisions in the city without sidewalks
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73. Add winter sports
74. Update and upkeep
75. Map of all opportunities
76. The Valley Farms building is small and old. Also, I don't like the location of Valley Farms building it is too far from the center/heart of the Dewitt Community. I would love to see a new building.
77. A fenced in toddler playground similar to McCormick Park in Williamston.
78. More developed trails.
79. Adult & Senior programs,
80. I would love to see a new recreation center closer to the City of Dewitt.
81. Larger playscapes with more to do
82. Splash pad area
83. Due to the large amount of families in the area I believe a splash pad would be a great addition to
the parks and would be very popular.
84. Connect paths to more outlying areas. They have been adding sidewalks and that is so exciting!
Keep it up! Connecting neighborhoods is important to keep people active.
85. More walking/biking trails that connect community spaces
86. Add pickle ball courts
87. Bike trails/walking trails
88. More dog friendly areas.
89. Kayaking Do you have a list of items that could be done for Girl Scout and Boy Scout Awards,
Volunteer Hours, Bath High Schools Spring Unity in the Community Day.
90. Continue adding safe sidewalks. Move DARA closer to city center.
91. Increase playgrounds and connect neighborhoods south of 69 to the trail systems
92. Would love a safe walkway or bridge to connect the township to the city (lack of sidewalk on Airport
especially over the highway make it dangerous for walking or biking so always have to drive to the
parks).
93. add horseback riding trails
94. More natural areas (e.g. Padgett Park)
95. Splash pad for kids would be amazing!
96. We have had negative experiences with unsupervised kids (ages 8-12) but Im not sure what could
be done with that...
97. Add bird feeders for bird watching
98. It is terrific!
99. I would allow pets to use the paved walkways. I cannot enjoy the Granger Park walk path because
dogs are not allowed. The dog trail in Granger Park is very small and would need to be walked
about 10 times to get a good workout. My dogs are more well behaved than most children and it is
a shame we cannot use the paved pathways.
100. Cultural activities, concerts
101. create a pathway between the business area north of the Old-27 bridge and the existing nonmotorized path near Granger Meadows so that there is a safe way to walk/run/bike rather than drive
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from the residential community to the park (the bike lane along Turner Rd that helps connect DeWitt
to the Lansing River Trail is a good example of this kind of access)
102. Allow our pets to use more of the parks.
103. Clean up debris and grind up dead and fallen tress. The riverside park downtown is a mess.
104. Continue to pursue trail/ pathway connections.
105. Nature programs
106. Don't believe "school of choice" students should pay more to participate in activities. I pay DeWiit
Twp taxes and have 2 grandchildren inDeWitt schools and their parents also graduated from
DeWitt.
107. Promote fun ways to use the parks.
108. I would create more nature paths.
109. Add a splash pad
110. More dog friendly parks with bags and trash receptacles available. The dog area at Granger
Meadows is in the bug infested woods and you're not allowed to walk on the sidewalks with your
dog so I don't go there.
111. Advertise what is available. I realized as I was filling out this survey that I don't know much about
any of the parks & recreation programs except for the one that our exchange student was involved
with (basketball).
112. Repair and level the cooking grills
113. Not sure right now
114. Add hiking trails somewhere
115. better kept - at times....
116. I would like to see activities adults would like to do such as shore fishing, increased walking trails,
additional canoe access, biking trails and or tennis courts.
117. None of the parks have a "wow" factor that's a strong draw -- like the "castle" park in Wacousta.
118. Enforce the no dog ordinance. We have confronted several people walking large dogs and they
look at us and say everyone does it. How do we enforce the ordinance? I have a Ranger and am a
senior. I would be happy to patrol granger meadows park. Just educating the violators wound solve
many of these situations...I believe.
119. Keep them plowed in the winter and mowed in the summer (weeds cover up the sidewalk and have
tics if not mowed regularly)
120. A bike and walking path that is less hilly than the one through the woods between Clark and
Schavey Roads, yet still avoids the risk of motorized vehicles.
121. Add more programs that include persons with disabilities and our growing senior population.
122. Basket Ball Court Tennis court
123. I think we need a splash pad here my reason supporting this is the weather in Michigan gets hot
and I think we should have somewhere we're we could cool off when it gets into the hotter months
of the year.
124. Restroom
125. See above suggestions regarding the Gunnisonville School on the corner of Clark and Wood
Roads.
126. Upgrade and or add to the toys in the parks.
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127. More publicity for facilities and programs, particularly for those that are suitable for seniors.
128. Post leash law signs. Many dogs are off leash and it is state law they need to be leashed. The dog
park by Padgett park is often interpreted as being all of the trails and paved area.
129. Kayak launch. Disc golf. Walking trails.
130. Need more parks
131. More kayak launches
132. Volunteer clean up events at various parks
133. Would love to have more mountain bike trails. As they are draw for local businesses
134. Better up keep and maintenance. Mowing in summer more frequently. Adding rest rooms
135. Clear the rivers log jams
136. Add a community water site (pool, splash park, lake, etc.)
137. More unpaved trails
138. Added accessibility for handicapped people needs to be a top consideration.
139. Make more fishing opportunities
140. Pickle ball courts
141. The waters edge park has a LOT of matted down grass growth. Shouldn't it be removed every now
and then?
142. More parks located south of the highway for communities off of Stoll Road.
143. Publicity
144. I would like to help clean up the trees and branches in the Looking Glass River between Bridge
Street and Airport Road so it is more user friendly to paddlers. It doesn't make sense to offer two
fancy handicap canoe launches and then make the handicap paddlers have to portage their boats
through the mud and brush many times in that short section. I'd be happy to volunteer if a group
gets organized.
145. More river access
146. Keep dogs in the dog park. Enforce leash laws with fines for violators. No dogs on any school
property that serves as an athletic field.
147. More dog parks open year round
148. More trails, walkable paths
149. Make sure you do archaeological studies where appropriate prior to developments
150. Canoe/kayak launch(es) on the Looking Glass River.
151. Allowing leashed dogs on paved trails, or make new ones. The Granger meadows dog trail is
terrible. Enforce leash policy
152. Created more forested areas
153. More options to do at the parks
154. More dog friendly trails, with minimal contact. Eg. One-way trails to minimize contact with strange
dogs.
155. Upgrade the playgrounds. For how much money there is in DeWitt, the playgrounds are
inadequate.
156. Clear out downed trees out of the river
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157. Improve River access and use
158. More basketball and pickle ball courts
159. Additional paved walking/biking trails.
160. More non motorized paths
161. Short, easy walk from parking lot to water access and picnic area for people with mobility issues
162. McGuire parks basketball courts could be improved! Would love a mountain bike trail or course
through Granger Park!
163. Monitor better to minimize vandalism and misuse
164. Better communication on events and activities
165. Some sidewalks are somewhat dark for extended distances. Although I understand the cost and
light pollution are undesirable.
166. Improve looking glass river access for canoeing and kayaking. Too many water obstacles and need
to remove trees and improve parking
167. More kayak ramps
168. I'd love to see a disc golf course here in town.
169. More trails that extend farther out from DeWitt for biking safely and clean river water for fishing and
a splash pad or swimming pool with lessons available.
170. Take bags to pick up trash. Work w police to ensure safety to neighborhoods.
171. Larger parks with more to do, Dewitt should have as much to offer as Meridian twp
172. More disc golf courses
173. better access to the Looking Glass River
174. More walking trails.
175. Add/increase aquatic (pool) activities. Even before COVID, pool hours were limited.
176. Put more kayak ramps along the river. Wood RD and Forest hill RD area.
177. More nature trails
178. Get parking closer to the launch at riverside
179. Increase number of restrooms
180. Add bike paths
181. Water fountain
182. Advertise parks more. I'd never heard of several on the list.
183. 4 to six soccer/baseball/football to bring in money from Grand Rapids
184. River accessibility
185. Splash pad
186. More community activities
187. Replace the wooden deck overlooking the river at the river front park on Herbison near Airport.
Clear the river of deadfall trees from the river. It is very dangerous for kayakers. Note it does not
make any sense to have a handicap launch facility when a kayaker must get out of their kayak
along the route to pull a kayak over fallen trees.
188. Offer more outdoor fitness/yoga classes for the community

25

189. Connect to a paved cycling trail such as a rails to trails project.
190. Add some restrooms
191. Aquire/develop more land along the Looking Glass at multiple points. Stabilized fill along the North
side of the river adjacent to Main St West of Mcguire park with a paved meandering path through a
ribbon of grass and trees along the bank would be beautiful and wonderful to use. Boardwalks
meandering through the marshy area along the south side of the river adjacent to Herbison just
East of Airport on either side of the kayak launch park. Aquire the land on the Southeast corner of
Airport and Herbison and develop it into another community park.
192. More canoe launches and cleaning of the looking glass river!
193. Having equipment for kids to play ball or sports. Having signs with pictures showing the progress of
how dewitt became what it is today how it was founded.
194. Maintain Disc Golf Courses, Trails, and Playgrounds.
195. More canoe and kayak access to the Looking Glass river and more signage. Everything can always
be improved to bring the community safe fun activities for all ages.
196. More youth and teen activities.
197. More playground equipment similar to Wacousts
198. I would love to see a splash park for the kids snd more Pickelball courts for adults
199. More water activities.. Things to keep kids active during the summer.. Not only sports,, Not all kids
play sports..
200. Longer river trail/more accessible river access
201. Organization is doing a good job , with what is available. More connecting trails for biking
202. Sports park is underutilized due to the high costs
203. Increase natural areas
204. More paths that connect for safe walking and biking.
205. Canoe rentals
206. Add a crosswalk from riverside park to the gazebo
207. Larger play structures
208. Add more nature trails for walking.
209. More variety in programs for all ages
210. We need a pool or splashpad
211. Add special features to improve quality of parks.
212. I would love to see more activities for younger (under 4) kids.
213. Better disc golf course
214. advertise and communicate the availability. Use social media more often to reach your audience.
215. More is always better - the parks are great as-is. The only facility I would like to see is a public
shooting range, but that may be a little niche for the cost.
216. Have swings at all playgrounds & replace or improve old worn structures. A splash pad would be
awesome as well.
217. continue sidewalks to connect current paths- there are a few dangerous spots still with in the City.
Never finished! Maybe sidewalk from Washington to Main st on Logan
218. Splash pad.
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219. A community pool
220. side walks going all thru town
221. Keep the restrooms open longer.
222. keep bathrooms open all year
223. Keep the bathrooms open all year. Add basketball courts
224. Offer more walking paths
225. More community engagement activities. I know this is hard with the pandemic
226. I'd like to see more adult programs offered. I typically go to EL or Delta Township for my organized
adult activities.
227. More trails
228. Better connection between parks.
229. Keep the bathrooms open year round.
230. Seating along the river at Looking Glass Riverfront Park!
231. Lights on walking paths at night through granger meadows
232. More nature area. It is getting so built up in the area. We could use some green space.
233. Leave restrooms open year round
234. More playground equipment areas. Splash pad!
235. More walking trails.
236. I would love more sidewalks connecting neighborhoods to downtown and parks.
237. Trim tree branches at parks and add more basketball courts
238. More events
239. More community events (when possible/safe)
240. Splash pad!!!
241. Connect parks with biking walking trails along the rivers to other communities
242. More trails for running/biking
243. Add restrooms to some of the parks with playgrounds.
244. Increase advertising or marketing and be clear in communications. Pricing, registration, dates, age
requirements, etc. have not always been clear or highly visible on flyers and other materials I have
seen.
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17. Where do you live?

None of the
Above
11%

DeWitt
Township
56%

City of DeWitt
33%

18. How long have you lived in the community that you selected above?
Less than 1 year
3%

10 - 19 years
20%
20 years or more
33%

1 to 4 years
20%
5 - 9 years
24%
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19. How many people live in your household?
1
5%
6 or more
7%

2
27%

3-5
61%

20. What is your age?
0 - 18
0.2%
18 - 29
6.4%
65 and older
13.3%

30 - 39
31.5%

50 - 64
22.4%
40 - 49
26.1%
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SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Steven Smith
Brian Ross
David Seeger

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

Township Board

FROM:

Andrew Dymczyk, Township Manager

SUBJECT:

Assessing Department Hire

DATE:

April 8, 2021

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

The recent shift of personnel to permanently fill the Deputy Clerk position in the Clerk’s Office
left our part time Administrative Assistant I position in the Assessing Department open to be
filled. Our former Assessor and I conducted interviews on March 31, 2021and we would
recommend the hiring of Ms. Deborah Kloosterman for the position of part time Administrative
Assistant I in the Assessing Department.
Attached is an Administrative Assistant I job description, 2021 Wage Schedule and resume of
Deborah Kloosterman.
STRATEGIC PLAN:
Strategic: Fiscal and Organizational Excellence
Strategies: Maintain sound fiscal policy and budgets that allow the Township to
address service needs and maintain community quality
Objectives: Evaluate individual Departments for options
SUGGESTED ACTION:
Approve the hiring of Deborah Kloosterman at Grade 2, Step 1 of the Classification and Wage
Scale, for the position of Administrative Assistant I in the Assessing Department contingent
upon the successful completion of the pre-employment physical.
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% Increase
Grade
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8*
9*
9A**
10*

DeWitt Charter Township
2021 Wage Schedule - effective January 1, 2021
Classification and Wage Scale

1.0300
1
12.18
15.47
17.11
17.98
20.50
21.53
23.03
59,483.95
66,621.05
32.03
70,619.18

Ass't Chief
Captains (2)
Lieutenants (3)

2
12.63
16.05
17.76
18.65
21.27
22.33
23.90
61,714.73
69,119.15
33.23
73,267.86
3416.17
2733.46
2049.46

3
13.10
16.63
18.40
19.33
22.04
23.14
24.76
63,945.51
71,618.41
34.43
75,915.38

4
13.55
17.21
19.04
20.01
22.81
23.94
25.62
66,175.13
74,116.51
35.63
78,564.07

yearly
yearly
yearly

Steps

5
14.01
17.79
19.68
20.69
23.58
24.75
26.49
68,405.91
76,614.61
36.83
81,211.58

6
14.46
18.37
20.32
21.36
24.35
25.55
27.35
70,636.69
79,112.71
38.03
83,860.27

Fire Photographer
Fire Marshal
Fire Support Staff

Trainee
Trainee with Medical License only
Trainee with Fire Fighter I & II only
Trainee with Medical License and Fire Fighter I & II
Regular rate with Medical License only
Regular rate with Fire Fighter I & II only
Regular rate with Medical License and Fire Fighter I & II
Training Pay
Grade
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

7
14.93
18.96
20.97
22.04
25.12
26.36
28.21
72,867.46
81,611.98
39.24
86,507.79

Position
Police Department Assistant
Admin Assistant I
Maintenance Worker, Firefighter
Admin Assistant II, Fire Inspector, Code Enforcement
Deputy Clerk & Treasurer, Maintenance Supervisor
Assistant Assessor
Assistant to the Township Manager, Planner
Deputy Building Official
Assessor, Community Dev., Ass't Manager
Fire Chief, Chief of Police, Chief Building Official

8
15.39
19.53
21.61
22.72
25.89
27.16
29.08
75,097.08
84,110.08
40.44
89,156.48

9
15.84
20.11
22.24
23.38
26.65
27.98
29.94
77,327.86
86,608.18
41.64
91,803.99
15.98
20.79
10.13

10.10
11.37
11.37
12.63
17.14
17.14
19.03
12.20

*Exempt
**Non Exempt/Hourly

SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Brian Ross
David Seeger
Steven Smith

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

DeWitt Charter Township Board of Trustees

FROM:

Rick Galardi, Supervisor

SUBJECT:

DeWitt Township Appointment to Board of Water and Light

DATE:

April 8, 2021

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

The Lansing City Charter provides for regional representation on the Board of Water and Light.
Meridian, Delhi, DeWitt, and Lansing Townships share a position which rotates on an annual
basis. It is DeWitt Township’s time to appoint a non-voting member of the Board of Water &
Light Board of Commissioners. The term is July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.
The specific Charter provision states:
The Board of Water and Light Board Members shall include three non-voting advisory
members representing utility customer communities outside the City of Lansing. Each
non-voting advisory member shall be a Board of Water and Light customer, shall reside
in and be appointed by the governing body of the municipality. One member shall
represent the City of East Lansing and shall serve a term of four (4) years commencing
July 1. One member shall represent Delta Township and shall serve a term of four (4)
years commencing July 1. One member shall be at-large and shall represent the
remaining municipalities and shall serve a term of one (1) year commencing July 1. The
at-large representative shall serve on a rotating annual basis and be appointed by the
governing body of the following municipalities in succession: Meridian Township, Delhi
Township, DeWitt Township and Lansing Township. Except as provided herein, Section
2-103, Section 5-105, or State law, the provisions of this Charter shall not apply to the
non-voting advisory members of the Board of Water and Light.

Suggested action:
Appoint Brian Ross to represent DeWitt Township on the Lansing Board of Water and Light
Commission as a non-voting member.
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SUPERVISOR
Rick Galardi

TRUSTEES
David Fedewa
Brian Ross
David Seeger
Steven Smith

CLERK
Adam Cramton
TREASURER
Sandy Stump

1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt, MI 48820-7900

TO:

DeWitt Charter Township Board of Trustees

FROM:

Adam Cramton, Clerk

SUBJECT:

Resolution of Appreciation, Laura Tafelsky

DATE:

April 8, 2021

MANAGER
Andrew Dymczyk

After more than 32 years of service, Laura Tafelsky is retiring from DeWitt Charter Township.

SUGGESTED ACTION:
The Township Board adopts Resolution 2021-04-04 in appreciation of Laura Tafelsky for her
years of service to DeWitt Township.
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Resolution of Appreciation
Awarded to

Laura Tafelsky
Resolution 2021-04-04
At a Regular meeting of the DeWitt Charter Township Board, held at the Township Hall, 1401 W. Herbison
Road, DeWitt, MI on the 12th day of April, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., the following members were present: Supervisor
Galardi, Clerk Cramton, Treasurer Stump, and Trustees: Fedewa, Ross, Seeger, and Smith.
This Resolution, No. 2021-04-04, was offered by __________________, seconded by _________________,
and carried by unanimous roll call vote.
WHEREAS, LAURA TAFELSKY was hired at DeWitt Charter Township on January 3, 1989; and
WHEREAS, LAURA TAFELSKY has faithfully demonstrated an exemplary level of equity and fairness with
residents and property owners in DeWitt Charter Township. Laura’s commitment toward “getting it right” has
been the hallmark of her contribution to all those that she has served throughout her career; and
WHEREAS, LAURA TAFELSKY has committed herself and her department’s employees to the on-going
education required to stay abreast of State of Michigan tax law changes that impact property owners in DeWitt
Charter Township. That education began with Laura having achieved a Level 3 Certified Assessor designation
early in her career; and
WHEREAS, LAURA TAFELSKY has demonstrated that integrity matters, and that commitment matters,
both to an employer’s mission, and for the benefit of all those in which one interacts. These interactions, in
part, benefitted our disabled Veterans and their families, and those residents who needed Laura’s help year over
year; and
WHEREAS, LAURA TAFELSKY has retired from DeWitt Charter Township, effective April 5, 2021, after
32 years of valuable service.
NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the Board wishes to extend its sincerest appreciation and warmest wishes for a
long and happy retirement.
NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution of appreciation shall be made a permanent part of
the official record of DeWitt Charter Township.
SIGNED THIS 12th DAY OF APRIL, 2021
_________________________ Dave Fedewa, Trustee

_______________________Rick Galardi, Supervisor

_________________________ Brian Ross, Trustee

_______________________Adam Cramton, Clerk

_________________________ David Seeger, Trustee

_______________________Sandy K. Stump, Treasurer

_________________________ Steven Smith, Trustee

